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Na onal Library Week: April 13‐19

Upcoming Events

by Alyssa Feik, Head of CirculaƟon Services

May‐August Lobby Display
75th Anniversary of the Wizard of Oz, Collec on
Courtesy of Jus n Ell

The Bismarck Veteran’s Memorial Public Library will be joining with
libraries in schools, campuses, and
communities nationwide in celebrating
National Library Week. It’s a time to
highlight the value of libraries,
librarians, and library workers.

Adult Programs
Apr 4 TGIF Book Club
Apr 7 Speaker Mary Ellen Erickson ‐ see insert
Apr 15 “Eat Local” with Lewis & Clark Fort
Mandan Interpre ve Founda on
May 2 TGIF Book Club
This year’s theme is: “Lives change @ Apr 14 Reader’s Resources Class
your library” and Judy Blume is the
Apr 17 Great Books Discussion
2014 National Library Week Honorary Apr 29 Internet Searching I Class
Chair. Her beloved books such as Are May 1 Internet Searching II Class
Judy Blume, Honorary Chair You There God, It’s Me Margaret and
May 15 Great Books Discussion
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing have changed the lives of many young
May 17 Spiritual Path Book Club
readers. She has also been a strong advocate for intellectual freedom in May 20 Ancestry Library Class
her work with the National Coalition Against Censorship as well as the June 6 TGIF Book Club
American Library Association’s Office for Intellectual Freedom.
June 19 Great Books Discussion

To honor the theme of lives changing at the library, we have partnered
with the Lewis & Clark Fort Mandan Foundation to present three
interpretive programs for various age
groups that focus on how people and
historical movements have changed the
lives of people in our state. Children and
families are invited to the pre-school
oriented “Prairie Chicken Little Story
Time” on Monday, April 14 at 6:30pm in
the Children’s Story Room. Older
children and teens will enjoy the engaging
game-based “Who Wants to be a Fur Trader” on Monday, April 14 at
4:00pm in the Children’s Story Room. For adults, we will have “Eat
Local,” a Hidatsa cooking demonstration presented by Robert Hanna
on April 15 at 6:30pm in Meeting Room B. Each of these fun learning
events is free to the public and a great opportunity to celebrate our
library and North Dakota’s heritage.

Teen Programs
Apr 14 Teen VIPs Board Mtg & Book Club
Apr 14 “Who Wants to be a Fur Trader” Lewis
& Clark Fort Mandan Founda on
May 12 Teen VIPs Board Mtg & Book Club
May 23 Teen Summer Reading Kickoﬀ ‐ Spark a
Reac on
Children’s Programs
May 30 Summer Reading Kickoﬀ‐Fizz, Book
READ!
View the Children’s Ac vity Calendar for the full
list.
For details on these events, as well as all other
events the library sponsors, please see our
Library Events calendar.

Director’s Corner
Mary Jane Schmaltz ‐ Library Director

Contact Us
515 North Fi h Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501
(701) 355‐1480
www.bismarcklibrary.org

Mission
Collec ng, organizing and providing
open access to educa onal,
informa onal, recrea onal and
cultural resources.

Vision
Oﬀering informa on, ideas and
personal enrichment to all.

Hours
Monday‐Thursday
9:00 am ‐ 9:00 pm

Sunday
1:00 pm ‐ 6:00 pm

Telephone Numbers
355‐1480
355‐1484
355‐1491
355‐1489
355‐1485
355‐1494
355‐1483
355‐1484

Library Board of Directors
Michael Fladeland, President
Michael Schaﬀ, V. President
Elizabeth A. Lucas
David Ripley
Richard Weber
Mary Jane Schmaltz, Director
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The first three months of a new year are always filled with reporting what happened
the previous year. We provide an annual report for you, our patrons; reports to the
city; the State Library and participate in many surveys for libraries across the
country. We, too, look forward to spring. We’ll be cleaning the grounds, planting
the new area on the front plaza, planning new programs to entice you to visit us and
generally, like everyone else, will welcome the warm weather with open arms.

Summer @ the Library

Newsle er via
Email

Friday‐Saturday
9:00 am ‐ 6:00 pm

Main Desk
Administra on
Bookmobile
Children’s Dept.
Interlibrary Loan
Founda on
Friends
Mee ng Room
Reserva ons

We do know the weather will eventually warm up and that Spring
is inevitable. But, during this long, cold winter, we’ve tried to
think of all kinds of reasons for our patrons to come to the
library. We offered story hours for the children; book clubs for
children, teens and adults; computer classes for everyone; movies
for the whole family; special programs for the children during
school holidays; held our bi-annual used book sale; offered a
Valentine’s Blind Date With A Book; and our Winter Reading
Bingo (fill out the card spaces and play to win a great prize).
Besides all of those activities, simply coming into our warm library
to read a book, magazine, or newspaper, to use a computer, ask a question, get help
with your taxes, or to come in for a great cup of coffee and lunch in our coffee shop
are just some of the other ways that helped make this winter more bearable.

Spring 2014

Subscribe to our free,
eco-friendly newsletter and
the latest news about the
library will be delivered directly to your
inbox! To subscribe just send an email to
bplnews@cdln.info and you will be
added to our list.

Hidden Object!
Find the Bookworm!
Locate the bookworm in the
pages of this newsletter and
you could win a gift
certificate from the Hotwire Café! If you
find it, email bplnews@cdln.info with
the specific location. The first person to
respond correctly wins! Congrats to
Sylvia - Winter 2014 newsletter winner.

www.bismarcklibrary.org

701‐355‐1480

Mark your
calendars for May
30th! The 2014
Summer Reading
Program kick-off
will take place on
the Capitol
Grounds.
Readers will explore all things scientific
throughout the summer. For more
information check on our web site or
with the Children’s Library and Teen
Zone staff.
The Summer
Reading
program
encourages
children,
teens and
families to
read and helps youth maintain reading
skills.

Contact Us

Updates From Your Friends
Our Spring Used Book Sale was a HUGE success! Thanks to
suggestions from FOL member Paul Johnson we instituted a new
sorting method which made the process much more efficient. We
had some volunteers working at sorting tables while others took the
sorted books to each section. It made such a difference! Thank you
to all the volunteers who offered their time and talent for the book
sale.
This spring also marks the end of Jan Leonard Conlin’s term on the
Board of Directors. She has served on the board since 2011 and has
been instrumental in organizing and overseeing the book sales during
her time on the board. We will miss her dedication and leadership.
Thank you, Jan!

2014 Spring Used Book Sale
$23,059.28 in sales
731 volunteer hours

Friends of the
Bismarck Public Library
515 North Fi h Street
Bismarck, ND 58501
friends@cdln.info

Mission
Increasing awareness and use of
the Library through cultural, educa onal and social
ac vi es, and to raising funds to supplement and
enhance library programs and services.

Join Us
You are invited to the Friends monthly business
mee ngs the 2nd Tuesday of each month held in the
Library’s Missouri River Room at 7:00 PM
No mee ngs June ‐ July

Friends of BPL Board of Directors

Mark your calendars for Monday, April 7th at 5:30pm for the annual
Friends meeting. A buffet style meal will be served during the
meeting. The annual election of officers will be the main topic on the
agenda. Our guest speaker will follow the meal and meeting. Dr.
Mary Ellen Erickson will talk about her experiences as a local writer
and the books she has published. See insert for more information.
The meal and meeting are open to all Friends members. Friends
members will receive a postcard in the mail with more information,
including RSVP instructions. The speaker presentation is free and
open to the general public.

Jason Ma hews, President
Meme May, Vice President
Noreen Olson, Secretary/Treasurer
Jan Leonard Conlin, Membership
Susan Kurtz Harmon
Beverly Sandness
Beth Schatz Kaylor
Terri Tober
Vacant Posi on

Library Staﬀ Representa ve
Chris ne Kujawa, Assistant Director

Become a Member of the Friends of the Bismarck Public Library
Yes
I’ll be a Friend!

___________________________________
Name

_____________________________

Renew

Street

My Support!

_____________________________

Fill out this form and make
your check payable to:

_____________________________

Friends of the
Bismarck Public Library

_____________________________

City

State

___ Individual
___ Family
___ Contributing
___ Individual Life
___ Couple Life
___ Best Friend

Email

Yes

No

I’m interested in par cipa ng in the following
___
___
___
___
___

Semi-annual Book Sales
Book Sale Committee
Ice Cream Social
National Friends of the Library Week
Nominating Committee

FRIENDS OF THE BISMARCK PUBLIC LIBRARY
515 North Fi h Street ~ Bismarck, ND 58501
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$10.00
$20.00
$50.00
$100.00
$150.00
$250.00

Zip

Phone

Receive newsletter by email?

Annual Membership Categories:

Oﬀering informa on, ideas and personal enrichment to all.

Na onal Bookmobile Day
by Keli Trowbridge, Head of Bookmobile Services
On Wednesday, April 16th, librarians and their communities will celebrate National
Bookmobile Day, an opportunity for bookmobile fans across the country to share
their stories and make their support of bookmobiles known. This is one of our stories:
The MacDonald Family has been loyal patrons of the bookmobile for over 30 years! It
Jayden, Jerilyn, and Ty
all started with Will MacDonald and his siblings visiting as children at Manning school
in 1975. When Will married Jerilyn, a fellow book lover, she quickly fell in love with the bookmobile as well. Their 3
children have grown up as bookmobile patrons and consider it one of their favorite places. Both Jayden and Ty have
learned to request their books online and say “We love that we can request a book and you will have it ready for us”
and “the bookmobile staff are so nice and friendly; they know us so well, they even know what we like!”
The bookmobile has been servicing Burleigh County since 1975. They service 83 locations and make over 700 stops
every year. They provide service to areas in the county that wouldn’t have access to a library otherwise.

Cel c Guitarist at the Library

DatabaseConnect

Acclaimed Celtic fingerstyle guitarist Jerry Barlow will be holding a
concert this summer at the library.
The performance, which is free to the
public, will be held in the library’s
Meeting Room A at 2:00 pm on Saturday,
July 19.

Cel c Guitarist
Jerry Barlow

Barlow is a virtuoso musician, a warm
and accessible performer, and a
world-class storyteller. His repertoire is
composed of a synthesis of traditional
music from the British Isles and his own
original Celtic-inspired compositions.

Barlow’s music transports the listener across time and space on an
imaginary journey to a rustic Irish fishing village or the misty Scottish
Highlands or an enchanted English forest. In concert, Barlow brings
the songs alive by sharing the history, legend and humor behind the
music. His expressive arrangements have been described as “music
to soothe the soul, warm the heart, and lift the spirit.”
This concert is being sponsored by the Friends of the Bismarck
Public Library.

by Kate Waldera,
Head of Reference Services
Have you struggled to keep order among the
titles in your favorite fiction series? Are you
eagerly awaiting the next novel in a series?
The answer…Fantastic Fiction! This free
website has bibliographies for over 30,000
authors and information on over 350,000
books. You can explore series by author or by
genre which include romantic suspense,
historical mystery, paranormal romance,
western, and science fiction.
Fantastic Fiction comes to your aid again
when you are searching for more free ebooks
or reading lists for your book club. Click on
Kindle, scroll down, and explore the free
ebook links for Kindles and other devices.
Go to Awards and discover a wealth of
award-winning titles…Carnegie and Newbery,
Edgar Awards, Hugo, Pulitizer Prize, Oprah’s
Book Club, Nobel Prize in Literature, etc.
No excuses now...let’s get reading!

Any book that helps a child to form a habit of
reading, to make reading one of his deep and
continuing needs, is good for him.
~Maya Angelou
4
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Employee Spotlight

Chess Club

Lora Rose recently joined the library this past
February. She is the new Head of Technical
Processing following the retirement of Jennifer
Jones. Lora came to the library after working
fifteen years at the Massanutten Regional Library
in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. Her sister
Lora Rose
Lisa lives in Bismarck and her brother Lee is
running the family farm in Wimbledon, ND.

Not many people are aware that
there’s a Community Chess Club at
the library. People who attend have
the opportunity to improve their
chess skills, learn how to play, and
meet others who are interested in
the game of chess. The club is open
to players of all ages and skill levels.

Lora grew up in the small town of Wimbledon, ND, (north of Jamestown)
where Peggy Lee went to school and started her singing career. The town has a
beautiful museum set up in the former depot building where her father was
depot master. There is even a (small) tennis court so you can play tennis in
Wimbledon!

The group meets every Tuesday
from 6:30pm - 9:00pm in the
Children’s Library Story Room.
The club is organized by Todd
Wolf, local chess teacher.

When she was in sixth grade, Lora started reading science fiction from the
bookmobile and many of the classics in the school library. Now she enjoys
cozy mysteries. She went to UND for her undergraduate in Visual Arts, then to
the University of Iowa for her Masters in Library and Information Science.
When she isn't reading, she enjoys being crafty with beads or papercutting. Her
three cats always try to "help" with crafts during her time at home. They also
enjoy spreading out puzzle pieces, knocking things off the table, and sleeping.

Free Workshop on Grantseeking
by Kate Waldera, Head of Reference Services
The Bismarck Public Library will host
a free workshop on grantseeking for
nonprofit organizations on Tuesday,
April 1st from 11:00am to 12:30pm.
The training provides an introduction
to the Foundation Center's
comprehensive online database,
Foundation Directory Online Professional. Learn how to
create customized searches to develop targeted lists of
foundations that will match your organization's funding
needs. We will spend time exploring Power Search, which
allows you to search across nine Foundation Center
databases, grantmakers, grants, companies, 990s, news,
jobs, RFPs, nonprofit literature, and IssueLab reports.
Pre-registration is required and the deadline is Thursday,
March 27. Contact the Information Desk at 355-1480.
Attendees are welcome to bring a brown bag lunch and
covered beverage.
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The Last American Highway
Stew Magnuson's new book, "The Last American
Highway: A Journey Through Time Down U.S. Route
83: The Dakotas," was published on the 125th
anniversary of the year North Dakota and South
Dakota became states. Descending 1,885 miles straight
down the center of the United States from Westhope,
North Dakota, to Brownsville, Texas, is U.S. 83, one of
the oldest and longest of the federal highways that
hasn't been replaced by an interstate. The book speaks
to the natural beauty of the prairie and the fascinating
people - both past and present - found along the road.
Magnuson will be discussing his book on Wednesday,
April 23 at 6:30pm in the library’s Meeting Room A.
The book discussion is free and open to
the public. He will be selling books
($19.99) and signing them after the
discussion.
The event is sponsored by the Bismarck
Historical Society and Bismarck
Veterans Memorial Public Library.

Oﬀering informa on, ideas and personal enrichment to all.

Puppets Speak

Science Kits

by ColeƩe and Leander, Puppet Friends of the Children’s Library

by Traci Juhala, Head of Children’s Services

It has been a busy winter in the Story Room. We held a literacy event
on Saturday, February 22, in conjunction with the South Central
Reading Council and Prairie Public Broadcasting. The day started out
with our Story Room filled with children and families; they were
there to spend the day discovering all the ways literacy and the arts
are intertwined. It was a
wonderful day with a wonderful
turnout. Participants included
Kirsten Baesler, Superintendent
of Public Instruction, Gateway
to Science, Theo Art School,
Mother Goose, Mama and Papa
Berenstain Bear, Central Dakota
Children’s Choir - Cantus,
St. Mary’s Blues, Inspiraré, and
Missouri Valley Chamber
Orchestra woodwind/string
trio. We enjoyed every moment
Cole e and Leander
of the busy day. We hope the
librarians make this an annual event!
As we look ahead to the summer, we are excited once again to be a
part of the Summer Reading Kickoff. This year’s event will be held
on Friday, May 30, from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at the ND Heritage
Center and ND State Library. The theme is Fizz, Boom, READ!
There will be a chemistry experiment show, the DSU Discovery
Dome (a traveling planetarium), and performances by a special guest
musician Steve Weeks, in addition to many other exhibits and
booths. It is shaping up to be another fun and exciting kickoff.

The IEEE (Institute of
Electrical and Electronics
Engineers) has given the
Children’s Library a gift
of $1500 to purchase
electronics kits and
support materials for the
library’s circulating
collection. The kits are
available for 30-day
checkout from the Children’s Library Teacher
Resource area. Kits available:






Van de Graaff Generator
Electronic Snap Circuits
Snap Circuits Extreme
75 in 1 Electronic Lab
LEGO Early Simple Machines III

Other materials purchased with this gift
include:
DVDS—Bill Nye the Science Guy, Energy
Alternatives, Safety Smart Science series
BOOKS—Rockets, electricity, energy
experiments, alternative energy, toothpick
bridges

Teen Ar cle
by Kathy Vander Vorst, Head of Teen Services
The VIPs (Volunteers in Public Service) Teen Board celebrates its 10th anniversary this
year! For those not familiar with them, the VIPs are a group of students grades 7-12
dedicated to helping the library through planning and holding teen activities. They also
assist the bookmobile staff monthly, help the Friends of the Bismarck Public Library sort
books for the semi-annual book sale, and appear in the library’s storybook costumes
throughout the year. The current group represents Wachter, Horizon, and Simle Middle
Schools, Century and St. Mary’s Central High Schools, and the Home School Association.
We at Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library say thank you to the following current
members: Danielle and Sam Dinga, Alex Gallagher, Zach and Josh Grosz, Erik and Hallie
Johnson, Grace Letteer, Annabelle Neigum, Alex Rice, and Hailey Wanner. If you or
Teen VIP member
someone you know may be interested in joining, applications may be found on our web
dressed as Cliﬀord
site or by stopping in the Teen Zone. For more information, please call Teen Services at
the Dog
355-1487.
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Library Snapshots
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Spring Reading Titles
by
ArSarah
cleMatthews, Head of InterLibrary Loan
by Sarah MaƩhews, Head of InterLibrary Loan
Spring is here! While early spring in North Dakota can look a lot like late winter, here are some titles that will have you
thinkingtext
spring.
Article
here...

The Signature of all things by Elizabeth Gilbert

An expansive novel set in the 1800-1900’s follows Alma Whitaker, an unforgettable botanist who brings to
life the many new discoveries and subjects of the age.

The Forgotten Garden by Kate Morton
A sprawling novel covering continents and generations telling the story of a little girl left
on a boat to Australia alone and how she unravels the mystery of her heritage.
Mister Owita’s Guide to Gardening by Carol Wall

A memoir about an unlikely friendship between a suburban woman and her Kenyan neighbor whose love
of gardening bring them together.
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Oﬀering informa on, ideas and personal enrichment to all.

515 North Fi h Street
Bismarck, ND 58501‐4057
Published by Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library
Sponsored by the Friends of the Bismarck Public Library
Library ConnecƟons editor: Chris ne Kujawa

Get the latest issue of BookPage at
Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library
to get new book recommendations.

OverDrive is the leading database in providing
digital content including eBooks and eAudiobooks.
Anyone with a valid Bismarck Veterans Memorial
Public Library card may access OverDrive.

26,000 e-books
3,500 audiobooks

BookPage focuses on new releases and tailors
their reviews for the general reader and
booklover always on the lookout for the
next great read.

