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Mural, Mural on the Wall...
Lobby Displays
September, October
Todd Clausnitzer Art
November—January
Prairie Textile Arts Guild

Rick Sprynczynatyk, known for his painting
of skies and clouds, has completed a section of sky in the Children’s area.

Leon Basler, artist and pilot, is actually painting four
murals in the Children’s Department. This one,
depicting buttes in North Dakota, is above the entryway inside the Children’s Library. It is still a work
in progress...

The following classes are
offered by request—inquire
at the Reference Desk:
* Beginning Email
* Beyond the New
Bookshelf
* Homework Help
for Parents
* Letters in Word®
* Resume Writing

Register at
the Reference Desk for:

Leon Basler has almost completed both of these. On the left is the mural on either side of our
soon-to-be-installed salt-water fish tank. On the right is the cartoon mural in the story room.
~Photos by Vern Mastel

It seems that the Children’s Department renovation project is on schedule.
Unless something unforeseen happens, the Story Room should be opening the first
week in October and the rest of the department will open the first or second week
in November. Some of the major highlights of the renovation will include all the
wonderful murals on our walls.
We are also looking forward to the colorful, specially created, entry into the
department, the two trees (with seating at their bases) that are being created along
with the new “Ask Here” desk and book shelf ends. The new 270 gallon salt-water
aquarium with colorful fish is sure to be a highlight of the renovated Children’s Department.
The carpet is on order and will have a “river running through it”. The family
restroom is almost finished and will have two stools—one for an adult and a shorter
one for a child. It will also have a baby changing station. All in all, it is going to be
an exciting day when all is completed and our patrons can see all the changes.

“eBay...The Basics”
Thurs., Nov. 19, 6:30-9 PM
Meeting Room A
Free but registration required
by Nov. 18th
“Ancestry Genealogy
Library Edition”
Thurs., Oct. 8, 6:30 PM
Mon., Nov. 16, 2:00 PM
Beginning Internet I
Tues., Sept. 8, 5-7 PM
Tues., Oct.13, 5-7 PM
Fri., Nov. 13, 10-noon
Beginning Internet II
Tues., Sept. 8, 7-9 PM
Fri., Nov. 13, 1-3 PM

Children’s Programs
Please check the Children’s
program brochure and our
online Calendar for a
listing of their schedule of
programs.

Be Creative @ Your Library

Bismarck Veterans
Memorial Public
Library
515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501
(701) 355-1480
www.bismarcklibrary.org

by Traci Juhala, Children’s Librarian
Our Children’s Department librarians were certainly creative when
planning for this summer’s programming. They had the extra challenge
of not being able to use the “being renovated” Children’s Library OR the
Story Room. Yet, they planned a full slate of activities for the young children...something for every child. Here were some of their offerings:
Family Movie Days: free movies especially for the whole family
Creative Kids: craft programs open to children ages 7-10

At Bismarck Public Library,
we offer information, ideas
and personal enrichment to
all. Our Mission is to collect,
organize and provide open
access to educational,
informational, recreational
and cultural resources.
Year- Round Hours:
9 am—9 pm, Mon.-Thur.
9 am—6 pm, Fri.–Sat.
1-6 pm, Sunday

Telephone Numbers:
Main Desk
355-1480
Administration
355-1484
Bookmobile
355-1491
Children’s Dept.
355-1489
Interlibrary Loan
355-1485
Fax Machine
221-3729
Foundation
355-1494
Friends
355-1483
Meeting Room Reservations
355-1484

Visit our Web site for:
* online catalog
* renewing materials
* checking your account
* library policies
* calendar of events
* library information
* links to book sites
* free access to subscription
websites and databases
* local history information
* and much more….

Tie-Dye Fun: learn to tie dye, bring a t-shirt and a parent/guardian
One Book One Summer: two reading choices this summer The Magicians Boy by Susan Cooper and The Lightning Thief by
Rick Riordan
Movie Magic Makeup: theater designer, Arch Ellwein, demonstrated
secrets of special effects makeup using common household items
Knit in Public: area knitters were on the lawn of the Former Governor’s Mansion to celebrate World-Wide Knit in Public Day
Got Art? Scavenger Hunt: families were invited to download Got
Art? from our library’s website and correctly answer 20 questions
by visiting local arts/historical sites...prizes were awarded
Going to Kindergarten: a special story time program only for children
entering kindergarten...parents/guardians were invited, too
Read-A-Thon: open to independent readers as a family reading
Activity and celebrity readers also took part in this event
Imagination Theater: storyteller Michael Gallo presented his special
program for preschool and school-age children
All summer programming culminated with the annual Ice Cream Social
where awards and prizes were presented to participants.

Danielle Jensen

We had a total of 433 registered
readers and 144 active participants
who logged a total of 2,611 hours of
reading for the ten weeks of summer
reading.
Danielle Jensen won first place
with 262 hours of reading logged and
Delaney Wolf was runner-up with 110
hours of reading. Congratulations to
all our readers!

Delaney Wolf

Frame every so-called disaster with these words—
“In five years, will this matter?”

Books and Brats

by Diane Wilson

Who said people don’t read anymore? You’d never know it by
the response the Friends received at their very first Books and Brats
event. Friday and Saturday, during the Downtowner’s Street Fair,
the Friends took over the Library’s front plaza and sold books at
their regular Used Book Sale prices ($1.00 per pound for paperbacks and 50¢ per pound for hard covered books) and served
delicious Cloverdale Brats & a glass of lemonade for $2.50. What a
deal! Our Teen VIPs also were selling pretzels and cookies.
For a couple of years the Friends had a pulled pork booth at the
Street Fair, but, because it was so labor intensive, that was discontinued. Since then the Board felt we still wanted to be a part of the
Street Fair. So comes the idea of using our own “home” and the
simple brats and lemonade replaced the pulled pork plus the added
attraction of a ‘mini’ used book sale.
While I weighed books I could tell buyers that this was a “tease”
and a “preview” of our big up-coming book sale on October 1, 2 & 3.
It soon became quite obvious what an excellent venue this was as
it was an easy two block walk to the Fair itself and many of our book
lovers did just that. As a forever public library book user and now as
a Friends volunteer, I am thrilled to be able to give back some time
to the Library I so love.
Left:. Two canopies
protected and shaded the
books that we brought out
of storage and simply
placed on the four
tables...lots of treasures
were found by the buyers.
Below: Friends President
Ann Mayher cooked and
sold some great brats. We
had lots of volunteers
doing all kinds of jobs...a
fun day all around.
~Photos by Vern Mastel

Our Mission
The Friends of the Bismarck
Public Library is an organization
committed to increasing public awareness
and use of the
Library
through cultural,
educational and social
activities, and to raising funds to
supplement and enhance
library programs and services.

Friends of BPL
Board of Directors
Ann Mayher, Pres.
Deb Igoe, V. Pres.
Noreen Olson, Treas.
Lois Rambough, Sec.
Dave Bickel
Sue Bickel
Phyllis Carlson
Dwight Comfort
Cliff Keller
Shelly Martel
Beverly Sandness
Carol Solberg
Darrel Spencer
Library Staff Representative
Mary Jane Schmaltz
You’re invited to the Friends
monthly business meetings
in the library at 7:00 PM on
the 2nd Tuesday of each
month held in the Library’s
Missouri River Room.
bplfriends@hotmail.com

A Message from Ann Mayher,
President of the Friends of the Library
With such lovely weather, it’s hard to believe that summer is over and we
are well into fall. And what a busy summer it was! The Friends of the
Library Board of Directors actually took the months of June and July off by not meeting, but
that doesn’t mean that the general membership did too.
We’ve received a healthy, healthy number of donated books and AV at the library that we
packaged and moved to storage, awaiting the book sale in October. We suspect that we have
the greatest number of books that we’ve ever had for any book sale so far. That has kept
several of the Friends busy.
In June we had our first, our inaugural, Ladies Tea fundraiser. It surpassed our expectations and plans are already underway for next summer’s Tea.
In mid-August we sponsored the annual Ice Cream Social on the Library’s front plaza to
celebrate the Library’s summer reading programs. With music, clowns who did face painting
and making balloon characters and Friends serving ice cream sundaes, the Social was a big
hit with all ages.
In mid-September, during the same days as Bismarck’s Street Fair, we held a mini-book
sale on the Library’s plaza. We offered a brat and a glass of lemonade for $2.50. Our Books
and Brats was a resounding success….making almost $1100 in profit. All our monies go to
the benefit of the Library and its programs.
Immediately after the Books and Brats event, we had a Book Sale Kick-Off Rally inviting
anyone volunteering to sort and sell at the book sale. The exchange of ideas and “ways to
make it better” will go a long ways to improving each and every future book sale. We always
like to hear buyers’ and volunteers’ ideas and suggestions.
As this newsletter goes to print and distribution, we will be holding our 23rd Used Book
Sale! We’ve had 15 sales in cooperation with the American Association of University Women
(AAUW) and struck out on our own in March 2006. That year we began holding two sales
each year—in March and October. Up to this sale, we’ve grossed almost $94,000 from our
used book sales since 2006. A BIG thanks to all our wonderful volunteers !!!

Rummage Sale Leftovers ?...The FRIENDS can help.
Bring your leftover books, CDs, videos, DVDs and cassettes to the library anytime during open hours.
Items not added to the library shelves will go into the FRIENDS’ next used book sale. We accept
items in good, clean condition. Please— No worn or water-damaged items
No moldy items or those with a moldy odor
No text books unless copyrighted within the last 3 years
No encyclopedias, magazines or Readers Digest condensed books, and
If you have a large number of items to bring but find you are unable to transport them yourself, call us
at the library (355-1483) and we can make arrangements to get them from you.

Celebrate National Friends of Libraries Week
@ your Library
October 18—
18—24, 2009
Friends of Libraries groups now have their very own national week of celebration!
A message from Library Director Tom Jones: “I am pleased the Library Board of Directors
proclaimed the week of October 18-24, 2009, as “Friends of Libraries” Week at Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library. Please join and support the Friends of the Library as they do so
much to enhance the quality of our library. We thank them for their dedication and service.”
National Friends of Libraries Week Proclamation
Whereas, Friends of the Bismarck Public Library raise money that enables our Library
to move from good to great—providing additional resources to support special
collections, additional programming and special events throughout the year;
Whereas, the work of the Friends highlights on an on-going basis the fact that our
Library is the center of learning and intellectual growth in our city—connecting our
patrons with thoughts, ideas, and intellectual contributions of others from ages past
and to the present;
Whereas, the Friends understand the critical importance of a well funded library and
work to ensure that our Library gets the resources it needs to provide a wide variety of
services;
Whereas, the very gift of the Friends’ time and commitment to the Library sets an
example for all in how volunteerism leads to positive civic engagement and the overall
betterment of our Library;
Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Library Board of Directors, Bismarck
Veterans Memorial Public Library, proclaims October 18-24, 2009, as Friends of
Libraries Week at the our Library and urges everyone to join and support the
Friends of the Library and thank them for all they do to enrich our Library, and
therefore, enhance our city.

2009 Fall USED BOOK SALE
October 1, 2, & 3
Bismarck Public Library’s Meeting Rooms A, B & C

Thursday 7:00 am—8:45 pm
Friday 9:00 am —8:45 pm
Saturday 9:00 am—3:00 pm

Celebrating the Summer Reading Programs

Friends volunteers serving the ice cream sundaes
Scavenger Hunt in the Library hosted by the Teen VIPs

Photos by:
Vern Mastel

Volunteers and staff were ready to reward many of
this summer’s young readers

Awards are being handed to the participants of the
Children’s Summer Reading Program

The Friends of the Library hosted their annual Ice Cream Social on the Library’s front Plaza in midAugust to celebrate the ending of the Library’s Summer Reading programs. Awards ceremonies prizes
were awarded to the deserving readers and a scavenger hunt in the Library was hosted by the Teen
VIPs. Clowns fashioning balloons into characters and face painting were free to any and all children.
Special music was provided by Kristin Kitko. Ice cream sundaes were served by the Friends.
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MEMBER INFORMATION
________________________________________ ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:
Name

I’ll be a Friend!
_________________________________
Street

Renew

_________________________________
Phone

FRIENDS of the
Bismarck Public Library

$5.00
$10.00
$25.00
$100.00

_________________________________ I’m interested in participating in the following
City
State
Zip

My Support!
Fill out this form and
make your check
payable to:

___ Individual
___ Family
___ Contributing
___ Life

_________________________________
Email

___
___
___
___
___
___
___

Working the semi-annual Book Sales
Book Sale Committee
Special Projects/Development
Membership Committee
Newsletter Committee
Nominating Committee
Advertising/Public Relations Committee

Teen Summer Reading
by Kathy Vander Vorst, Head of Teen Services

In its seventh year, 140 teens registered
and 100 of them completed the Bismarck
Teen Summer Reading program.
The
Friends of the Library provided $10 Barnes
& Noble or Rainbow Shop gift cards to each
of these 100 teens. In total, Bismarck’s 1118-year-olds devoured 413,689 pages from
1,320 books. What a reading summer it
was!

American Bank Center provided the prizes
to these achievers with a $100 savings bond to
each and a $100 and $75 gift cards to Barnes
& Noble respectively. The Friends of the Library provided a $50 Barnes & Noble gift card
for a random winner-at-large. That lucky person was Danielle Dinga, a Horizon 7th grader
who read seven books this summer totaling
more than 1,600 pages.

The winners were announced at the annual end of the program Ice Cream Social
and Awards Night. The 2009 top female
teen reader for Bismarck Public Library was
homeschooled 9th grader, Caitlin Hanson,
who read an amazing 17,470 pages and 42
books. The top male teen reader for our library was Chase Willits who read 10,350
pages from 20 books. Chase is an 8th
grader at Horizon Middle School.

Some of the other activities for teens this
summer included:
One Book One Summer
16 Teens read The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan
and/or The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak
Photo Workshop with Brian Matthews/Bob’s Photo

26 Teens participated in the photo contest
Ice Cream Social/Scavenger Hunt
55 Teens scoured the Library for answers

Joan Weiss
Library Monitor
Winner at Large, Danielle Dinga

Top female reader
Catlin Hanson

Top male reader
Chase Willits

Joan has been employed at
the Library for about 9½ years
as an evening and weekend
monitor. A monitor assists the
Adult and Children’s Reference
Librarians, provides security by
constantly monitoring the public
areas, and, in general, being
very helpful!
She graduated from Minot University in 1970 and is
celebrating her 40th year teaching in the Bismarck Public
School system.
Joan says, “I love working at the library because of the
great people and books.” Her favorite book as a grade
school student was Smoky, The Cowhorse. Her favorite
book to read to her school class is Where the Red Fern
Grows.

515 N. Fifth Street
Bismarck, ND 58501-4081

What is Interlibrary Loan ?

by Sarah Devereaux

Interlibrary Loan (ILL) represents a mutual agreement among libraries in North Dakota and
the entire United States to share their library resources. Through ILL we are able to borrow
materials from other libraries that are not available within our library system. Interlibrary Loan
enhances our ability to provide you with the material you need and want.
Loans from other libraries within the state are free. However, any items borrowed from
libraries outside the state have a $2.00 request fee (to assist with postage) and, if the lending
library charges any fees, those are passed along to our patron requesting the item. (We do
our best to request items from libraries who do not charge fees.)
Interlibrary Loan service is available to Bismarck Public Library cardholders who have a
library card in good standing with overdue fines of less than $2.50.
To request materials through ILL, stop by or call the Reference Desk at 355-1480. Please
provide as much information as possible about the materials you are seeking and include a
current phone number and/or email address. To search catalogs for items not available in our
system, use the ‘ODIN Regional Search’ or ‘WorldCat Global Search’ found linked from our
Library’s Catalog on our Bismarck Public Library homepage at: www.bismarcklibrary.org

