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Online Databases:
A Wealth of Information
Yes, a wealth of free information for the public…. The library subscribes to databases from various vendors. We are constantly adding ones we feel are beneficial
for our patrons in their search for information and are discontinuing ones that are
not used. The following are just SOME of those we subscribe to and those that
were created in-house. Most of our databases are accessible outside the library. A
few of them have restrictions imposed by the vendor and may only be used in the
library—those are identified. Printing is available from all databases.
Ancestry.com: find census, birth, marriage, and death records; immigration, and
military information and more…USE IN THE LIBRARY ONLY
Antiques Reference Database: contains up-to-date descriptions and pricing information on antiques, many collectibles, fine art and historic Americana sold at regional auctions throughout the USA
Community Information Database: the library’s own, constantly updated database about our community organizations, groups, clubs and resources
EBSCO- Licensed Magazines, Journals and Databases:
Academic Search: full text for 4,500+ journals
Auto Repair Reference Center: Clymer repair procedures for autos
and pickups by year, model and make
Business Sources: full text for 2,300+ business related journals
Regional Business News: full text for regional business publications
plus 75 business journals, newspapers and newswires from large
metropolitan areas
Literary Reference Center: a comprehensive database that provides a
broad spectrum of information on thousands of authors and their works
across literary disciplines and timeframes—combines information from
major respected reference works, books, literary journals as well as
original content from vendor
Small Engine Repair Reference Center: repair procedures for ATVs,
generators, motorcycles outdoor power equipment, personal watercraft,
snow machines, tractors and more…
Teacher Reference Center: provides indexing and abstracts for over
280 of the most popular teacher and administration trade journals to assist professional educators
Foundation Grants to Individuals Online: includes more than 6,500 foundation
and public charity programs that fund students, artists, researchers, and other indicontinue on pg. 7
vidual grantseekers

Lobby Display
April
Theodore Roosevelt
Collection
May, June, July
Bismarck Doll Friends
“Come Play with Me”
***
The following are offered
by request—inquire at
the Reference Desk:
* Beginning Email
* Beyond the New
Bookshelf
* Homework Help
for Parents
* Letters in Word®
* Resume Writing
***
Register for the
following classes at
the Reference Desk:
Ancestry Genealogy
Library Edition
Monday, April 27 2 pm
Thursday, June 11 6:30 pm

Beginning Internet I
Fri, Apr. 3, 10 am
Tuesday, May 5 5:15 pm

Beginning Internet II
Friday, April 3 1 pm
Tuesday, May 12 5:15 pm

eBay: the Basics
Thurs., April 9,

6—8:30 pm

***

Children’s Programs
Please check the Children’s Programs and
Calendar (online and
hardcopy) for a complete
listing of their schedule
of programs.

Bismarck Veterans
Memorial Public
Library
515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501
(701) 355-1480
www.bismarcklibrary.org

At Bismarck Public Library,
we offer information, ideas
and personal enrichment to
all. Our Mission is to collect,
organize and provide open
access to educational,
informational, recreational
and cultural resources.
Year-Round Hours:
9 am—9 pm, Mon.-Thur.
9 am—6 pm, Fri.–Sat.
1-6 pm, Sunday

Telephone Numbers:
Main Desk
355-1480
Administration
355-1484
Bookmobile
355-1491
Interlibrary Loan
355-1485
Fax Machine
221-3729
Foundation
355-1494
Friends
355-1483
Meeting Room Reservations
355-1484
Children’s Dept.
355-1489

Visit our Web site for:
* online catalog
* renewing materials
* checking your account
* library policies
* calendar of events
* library information
* links to book sites
* free access to subscription
websites and databases
* local history information
* and much more….

Book Jam 2009
The Library’s Teen VIPs teamed up with
Dakota Media Access TV to hold Book
Jam 2009 in January. Forty-two students and several adults from local middle schools and local organizations
gathered in the library’s story room to
help the Children’s Library Renovation
effort by washing and cleaning the children’s picture books. The books, about
4500 of them, are now squeaky clean. Add up all the time of all the volunteer
help to clean them, it amounted to about 400 volunteer hours! Scott Wild, Dakota Media Access TV, made the effort rock by providing music videos and classic rock music throughout the day. He also teamed up volunteers to play trivia.
Friends of the Library provided treats and prizes for the participants. The Teen
VIPs trucked the books on carts to the cleaners and assisted in the organization
of the event. Teen Librarian Kathy Vander Vorst said that the event showed
what hard workers Bismarck teens can be.

New Logos Abound !!!
After several years of talking about updating our logos, the Friends of the Library led the way by holding a contest,
inviting students to submit ideas. Several versions of the winning logo, the
“celebrating reader,” are being used by
the Friends of the Library.
Recently, thanks to Cora Magstadt and
Richtman’s Printing, the Library, the
Foundation and the Bookmobile library
all have new logos. Cora, a wonderfully talented volunteer, led the way by
taking the international symbol for
reading and incorporated it into the
word “library”. It was so clever and simple (why
hadn’t we thought of this sooner?) that we all
agreed this was the way we wanted to go with our
new logos. As you can see, all of them are similar
but distinctive. Notice the wheels below the symbol
on the Burleigh County Bookmobile logo.

“Education is when you read the fine print.
E xp eri en c e is wh at yo u ge t i f yo u do n’t”
~ Pete Seeger, singer and composer

Photographs
by
Vern Mastel

Sign on the corner
of 6th & Ave. A

Sign on 6th St.—
NE side of Library

The Friends recently purchased a “refurbished” sign on the 6th & Avenue A
corner of the Library and a new, larger sign on the northeast end of the building facing 6th Street. Both signs will help identify the building….in case someone does not know the library location or recognize the building.

What? A Waterfall in North Dakota?
by Cliff Keller
The big storm missed Bismarck on January 13th (we got four inches of
snow anyway) and it was minus fifteen outside….BUT, it was warm and toasty
for the brave souls in attendance at the Friends of the Library Annual Membership Meeting. The contagious enthusiasm of the featured speaker took the
chill out of the evening. KFYR TV morning weather caster and featured
speaker, Cliff Naylor, infused the interest of the audience with his knowledge
and descriptions of North Dakota’s “hidden treasures” that he has visited and
reported on over the years. His visits have resulted in two popular books, DAKOTA DAY TRIPS and MORE DAKOTA DAY TRIPS, books that he has authored with his wife, Monica Hannan.
Does North Dakota have a waterfall? Cliff Naylor says yes and he has visited it. It’s in the Sheyenne State Park and you have to do some hiking to
view it. Some of his personal favorites include the Dale & Martha Hawk Historical Farm near Wolford that houses antique farm equipment and has a dog
on a treadmill powering an old washing machine. He can tell you about the
tall oil can pile in Casselton or the Paul Broste Rock Museum in Parshall. He
also mentioned the Enchanted Highway with it’s hugh metal sculptures. Cliff’s
belief that a hidden treasure may just lie over the next hill keeps him keenly
interested in sharing his special knowledge with his listeners and readers.
Several audience members told how they have used his books to plan their
day trips around the state. After answering numerous questions from the enthusiastic crowd, Naylor sold and autographed copies of his books.
A short business meeting preceded the program with election of officers
and directors. The following were elected as officers to serve in 2009: Ann
Mayher, President; Deb Igoe, Vice President; Lois Rambough, Secretary,
Noreen Olson, Treasurer. Elected to the Board were: Dave Bickel, Sue
Bickel, Phyllis Carlson, Dwight Comfort, Sharon Ervin Johnson, Cliff Keller,
Shelley Martel, Beverly Sandness and Carol Solberg. Darrel Spencer will
continue to fill the position of Immediate Past President.

The Friends help the library
achieve its goals and provide
an extra level of services
not possible through the
normal operating budget.
They also advocate for the
library in the community.
Members receive a free subscription to this newsletter, are
invited to help out at our semiannual used book sales and
other volunteer activities, and
have the privilege of attending
the pre-sales.
Friends of BPL
Board of Directors
Ann Mayher, Pres.
Deb Igoe, V. Pres.
Carol Solberg, Treas.
Lois Rambough, Sec.
Dave Bickel
Sue Bickel
Phyllis Carlson
Dwight Comfort
Sharon Johnson
Cliff Keller
Shelly Martel
Noreen Olson
Beverly Sandness
Darrel Spencer
Library Staff Representative
Mary Jane Schmaltz
You’re invited to the Friends
monthly business meetings in
the library at 7:00 pm on the
2nd Tuesday of each month.
bplfriends@hotmail.com

THANKS to all our great
FOL volunteers! You
are appreciated!

A Message from Ann Mayher,
President of the Friends of the Library
“No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn.” ~Hal Borland
These words may be true but no one who attended the Friends of the Library annual meeting on January 13, 2009, believed it! It was a cold, snowy, blustery evening and only a handful of our members braved the winter weather to attend. What we lacked in numbers, however, was
made up for by the entertaining and engaging Cliff Naylor, our guest speaker for the evening. While
listening to him, we forgot for a while what was happening outside.
Before the program, the election of FOL officers and directors was held. I would like to take this opportunity to commend Carol Solberg for her 10 years of dedicated and faithful service to the Friends as
the FOL treasurer. She has passed the baton on to Noreen Olson who we know will do an excellent
job for us. To our good fortune, Carol will remain on the board as a director.
The Spring Book Sale, held March 5, 6, and 7, was a resounding success and I want to thank our
volunteers who put in so many hours and worked so hard to make this event happen.
To show just a small measure of appreciation to our volunteers who worked at last October’s and
this March’s book sales, we again will host a Volunteer Appreciation Picnic on Tuesday, April 28, at
6:00 pm, in Meeting Room A of the library. We have added a couple new elements this year which
translates to more fun. Watch for your invitation in the mail. You will not want to miss this one!
As the year progresses, we look forward to continuing in our mission to support the library and its
programs. The Special Projects/Development Committee is looking at ways to increase our membership and perhaps come up with a fundraiser or two to add to our coffers.
In the meantime, WELCOME, SPRING!

A BIG Thank You ! ...
to Carol Solberg who was our FOL Treasurer from May, 1998 to

January, 2009. She performed an exemplary job especially
during our semi-annual used book sales when she was kept busy
counting and depositing our “take”. Thanks so much, Carol !

Rummage Sale Leftovers ?...The FRIENDS can help.
Bring your leftover books, CDs, videos, DVDs and cassettes to the library anytime during open hours.
Items not added to the library shelves will go into the FRIENDS’ next used book sale. We accept
items in good, clean condition. Please— No worn or water-damaged items
No moldy items or those with a moldy odor
No text books unless copyrighted within the last 5 years
No encyclopedias or dictionaries older than 2000, and
If you have a large number of items to bring but find you are unable to transport them yourself, call us
at the library (355-1483) and we can make arrangements to get them from you.

Save the Date…future FOL activities
Volunteer Appreciation Picnic: Tuesday, April 28th, 6:00 P. in Library’s Meeting Room A
Ladies Tea: Saturday, May 16th, 3:00 PM in Library’s Meeting Room A
Annual Ice Cream Social: Thursday, August 13th, 6:30 PM on the Library’s front plaza
Book Sale Kick-Off Rally: Saturday, September 19th, 2:00 PM in the Library’s Meeting Room A
FOL Used Book Sale: Thursday, Friday & Saturday, October 1, 2, & 3 in Library Meeting Room area
Christmas Fun Raiser: Saturday, December 5th (still in planning)

You think English is easy???
The bandage was wound around the wound.
The farm was used to produce produce .
The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.
He could lead if he would get the lead out.
The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.
Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to present the present
A bass was painted on the head of the bass drum.
When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.
I did not object to the object.
The insurance was invalid for the invalid.
There was a row among the oarsmen about how to row ...
They were too close to the door to close it.
The buck does funny things when the does are present.
A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line.
To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow.
The wind was too strong to wind the sail.
Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear.
I had to subject the subject to a series of tests.
How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend?
Let's face it - English is a crazy language. There is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in hamburger; neither apple nor pine
in pineapple. English muffins weren't invented in England or French fries in France. Sweetmeats are candies while
sweetbreads, which aren't sweet, are meat. We take English for granted. But if we explore its paradoxes, we find
that quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig.
And why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, grocers don't groce, and hammers don't ham? If the plural of
tooth is teeth, why isn't the plural of booth, beeth? One goose, two geese, so one moose, two meese? One index,
two indices? Doesn't it seem crazy that you can make amends but not one amend? If you have a bunch of odds
and ends and get rid of all but one of them, what do you call it?
If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught? If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat?
Sometimes I think all the English speakers should be committed to an asylum for the verbally insane. In what language do people recite at a play and play at a recital; ship by truck and send cargo by ship; and have noses that run
and feet that smell?
How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man and a wise guy are opposites? You have to
marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which your house can burn up as it burns down, in which you fill in a
form by filling it out and, in which an alarm goes off by going on.
English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the human race, which, of course, is
not a race at all. That is why when the stars are out they are visible, but when the lights are out, they are invisible.
PS. - Why doesn't 'Buick' rhyme with 'quick' ?

Our Best Book Sale EVER!!
by Darrel Spencer and Deb Igoe
A picture is worth a thousand words. The Friends of the Bismarck Public Library held another extremely
successful book sale on March 5th, 6th, & 7th. People were buying used books as fast as they could, knowing
that we have never raised our prices from the basic 50 cents a pound for hard cover books and a dollar a pound
for soft covers. For the first time in our book sales history, our take surpassed the $15,000 mark!
The Friends will be donating a substantial amount of those monies towards the renovation of the Children's
Library and would like to thank everybody who either donated books to the Library, purchased books for their
reading enjoyment or worked as volunteers. This dedication from the patrons of the Bismarck Public Library
makes each and every book sale wonderful and beneficial to everyone concerned.

Photograph by Darrel Spencer

Those of us who watched the donated books and AV come in could see that we seemed to have fewer books
than normal for this sale. Granted it was much colder this winter and the snow was deeper thereby making it
more unattractive to hauling books to the library. But, when all was said and done, we made more money in
sales than we ever had before! We are still scratching our heads over this. Hopefully, this trend will hold….
Deb Igoe, our Friend who’s in charge of membership and rounding up volunteers for our book sales gave us
the following statistics: We had 111 volunteers who showed up (19 didn’t and 22 who’d not signed up but appeared and worked). Most everyone signed in and out—a few didn’t. With the information from those who did
sign in and out, there were 368 volunteer hours for set-up and sorting. There were 309 for selling and takedown. We sold about $15,500 worth of materials and if you add up the hours worked (at least those that were
recorded) each volunteer hour was worth about $22.90/hour. This helps prove just how valuable our volunteers
are, individually and as a group! Thanks to all who helped with our Friends Spring Used Book Sale !!!
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MEMBER INFORMATION
________________________________________ ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:
Name

I’ll be a Friend!
_________________________________
Street

Renew

_________________________________
Phone

FRIENDS of the
Bismarck Public Library

$5.00
$10.00
$25.00
$100.00

_________________________________ I’m interested in participating in the following
City
State
Zip

My Support!
Fill out this form and
make your check
payable to:

___ Individual
___ Family
___ Contributing
___ Life

_________________________________
Email

___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___

Working the semi-annual Book Sales
Book Sale Committee
Special Projects/Development
Membership Committee
Newsletter Committee
Nominating Committee
Web Page
Advertising/Public Relations Committee

Online Databases cont…

Foundation Grants to Individuals Online: includes more than 6,500 foundation and public charity programs that fund students, artists, researchers, and other individual grantseekers
GrantStation: offers a database of grantmakers customized for specific states, as well as grant proposal tips
Live Homework Help by Tutor.com: get free homework help via this live tutoring service made available by a partnership of
this library and the Bismarck Public Schools. Connects students in grades K through 12, College intro, as well as adult learners to expert tutors in math, science, social studies and English. Available daily from 3:00 pm—10:00 pm.
Mango Languages: online language learning with interactive audio and visual cues builds understanding and correct pronunciation. Offers 12 languages (7 more coming soon), 3 ESL, Baby Pim coming soon (part of Pimsleur)
NetLibrary: access items we’ve purchased for our eContent collection
eBooks: fiction, non-fiction books may be read online—allows copying and printing
eAudiobooks: downloadable audiobooks narrated by professional actors. A maximum of 10
audiobooks may be downloaded at any given time by a user
Newsbank: Bismarck Tribune database indexed and full text from 1/93 to present. Articles searchable by date, subject and
byline
Value Line Investment Survey: one of the most widely used independent investment information services in the world. Upto-date information for virtually every investor covering some 1,700 equity issues and every week about 135 stocks in seven
or eight industries are covered. The Small and Mid-Cap Edition cover approximately 1,800 additional small-capitalization
issues and features consensus earning estimates for many companies, a business description of each company, and Value
Line’s Performance Ranks.

Mary Wendt
Library Monitor
Where: Bismarck Public Library
Meeting Room A
When: Thursday, April 9
Time: 6:00 - 8:30pm
FREE and open to the public
Learn the basics of selling on eBay
while protecting your personal information. Tips will be shared on taking photos, writing descriptions, accepting payments and shipping.
Presenter: Ila Marvel—an eBay member since 1998, both buying and selling
on eBay.
REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Please call the Reference Desk at 3551480 to register by April 6th.

Sponsored by the
Friends of the Library.

Mary developed her love of books early in
life as reading was important in her family.
Her first library experience was going to the red brick
Carnegie Library on the corner of 6th Street and Thayer
Avenue.
She was an elementary teacher for 38 years,
retiring five years ago. Most of those years were spent teaching 5th grade in
Bismarck at Pioneer School and Miller School, where she was also assistant
principal for 12 years. She loves reading and taking classes—from needle felting to cooking to rug making.
As a monitor, Mary acts as security, checking all areas of the library to
make sure everything is in order. She keeps the public areas as neat and
picked up as possible, checks meeting rooms and helps the public with computers and other equipment. Mary assists the reference librarian in the adult
area during the school year and works in the children’s area during the summer.
She began her job as a monitor in 1997. Four other people share the
same title and they alternately work evenings and weekends. She says her
favorite part of being a monitor is assisting the librarians. They have excellent
computer skills and she is often amazed by their knowledge and ability to find
answers to difficult questions. She is happy to have this job and learns something new every week. Mary especially likes meeting all the people who come
in and helping to answer some of their questions. She definitely feels that working with the public and the librarians is fun and rewarding.

515 N. Fifth Street
Bismarck, ND 58501-4081

Bismarck Public Library

Enjoy your access
to books and
computers, help
with homework
and job searches,
music, movies
and lots more.

Find Us.
Find It.
Find Out.
@ your Library ®
Celebrating National Library
Week @ your Library ®
April 12-19, 2009
First sponsored in 1958, National Library
Week is a national observance sponsored by
the American Library Association and libraries across the country each April. It is a time
to celebrate the contributions of our nation’s
libraries and librarians and to promote library use and support.
CELEBRATE YOUR LIBRARY !!

