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Lobby Displays

by Christine Kujawa
Reader’s Voice Book Discussion (RVBD) is a group that meets the third Monday of
each month, from September through May (with the exception of December), at 7 pm
in the Missouri River Room in the Library. Copies of the books to be discussed are
available and on display at the library. Every month we read and discuss a different
book. RVBD started in September of 2004, and this September marks our fourth
season. RVBD is really a group effort: in April we all share titles for possible reads
during the next season. The titles are compiled into a list and in May we each vote
for our top ten choices. The votes are tallied and the top ten choices are discussed
during the following season. Regular members of RVBD are assigned as discussion
leaders for the books. The discussions are always lively and thought provoking. The
group is friendly, welcoming and diverse. We always enjoy seeing new faces. Anyone and everyone is welcome to attend and participate in the discussions.
The 2008-09 schedule is:
September 15: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie,
discussion leader: Juanita Hocking
October 20: The Whistling Season by Ivan Doig, discussion leader: Sarah Devereaux
November 17: The Big Rock Candy Mountain by Wallace Stegner,
discussion leader: Bill Hodney
January 19: A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini, discussion leader: Larry Thompson
February 16: All the Kings Men by Robert Penn Warren, discussion leader: Dan McGurren
March 16: If Today Be Sweet by Thrity Umrigar, discussion leader: Lois Neff
April 20: Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee by Dee Brown, discussion leader: Bill Kozel
May 18: The Horizontal World by Debra Marquart, discussion leader: Nadeane Silbernagel

Reader’s Voice Book Club Kit...
Librarians Sarah Devereaux and Christine Kujawa were brainstorming the beginning
of the year about giving the many Reader’s Voice Book Discussion books a second
life after the season of discussions ends. The final result of those discussions is the
Reader’s Voice Book Club Kit. After a season has ended, book club kits will be
created from some of the season’s titles. The kits will include 8-10 copies of a book,
summaries and discussion questions. Each kit will be in an attractive blue tote bag.
Kits should be available for check out by the end of the year. Some book club kit
titles will include Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen, Three Cups of Tea by Greg
Mortenson and The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls. There are quite a few book
clubs around town and we hope they take advantage of this great new service!
Thanks to the Bismarck Friends of the Library for funding the purchase of the book
bags.

Aug., Sept., Oct.:
Dolls of the East:
Japan and China
Nov., Dec., Jan.:
Sr. Rosalia’s Lace

Workshops
Ancestry Workshops
Thurs., Oct. 23 6:30-8
Mon., Nov. 17 2-3:30
Homework Help:
For Parents
Tues., Oct. 28 6:30-8

Demonstration
Prairie Rose Lace
Makers Demonstration
“Bobbin Lace”
Library lobby
Sun., Nov. 2, 2-4 pm

Classes Offered by
the Library
Beginning Internet I
Fri., Oct. 3, 9 am
Tues., Nov.11, 5:15 pm
Beginning Internet II
Fri., Oct. 3, 11 am
Tues., Nov. 18, 5:15 pm
Letters in Word
Tues., Oct. 14, 5:15 pm
More classes are offered
on an individual basis.
Inquire at the
Reference Desk.

Friends of the Library
FALL Used Book
Sale
Thursday, Friday, &
Saturday
October 2, 3, & 4
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At Bismarck Public Library,
we offer information, ideas
and personal enrichment to
all. Our Mission is to collect,
organize and provide open
access to educational,
informational, recreational
and cultural resources.
Year-Round Hours:
9 am—9 pm, Mon.-Thur.
9 am—6 pm, Fri.–Sat.
1-6 pm, Sunday

Telephone Numbers:
Main Desk
355-1480
Administration
355-1484
Bookmobile
355-1491
Interlibrary Loan 355-1485
Fax Machine
221-3729
Foundation
355-1494
Meeting Room Reservations
355-1484
Children’s Dept. 355-1489

Visit our Web site for:
* online catalog
* renewing materials
* checking your account
* library policies
* calendar of events
* library information
* links to book sites
* free access to subscription
websites and databases
* local history information
* and much more….

Library Director Tom Jones accepting a
check from Don Smith, treasurer of the
Bismarck-Mandan Historical &
Genealogical Society.

recently presented the library with a check in
the amount of $260.62. These monies had
been collected from the sales of the McIntosh
County Cemeteries book that the club had
printed and has sold over the years. Society
members Kermit Karns had gathered all the
data for the book by visiting the cemeteries in
that county, Yvonne Kubis had collected the
raw data for the book and had inputted it into
digital format and Don Smith collated and
bound the books. If you are interested in
purchasing one of these historical books, you
may contact any member of the club.

20082008-2009 Great Books Discussion Series
An invitation is extended to all former participants and any interested adults.
Since 1990 the Library has hosted this discussion series, which meets on the
third Thursday of the month at 7 PM in the mezzanine Board Room.
Interested newcomers are always welcome. Each participant is expected to
purchase a copy of the anthology ($16.00). Selections should be read in
advance of the discussions. As in the past, attendance at each and every
discussion is certainly not mandatory but is highly desired. This helps with
continuity.
This year we will be using a Great Books Foundation anthology with
selections from an international group of authors under the general theme of
HAPPINESS AND DISCONTENT selected last spring by the group. The
discussion schedule is:
October 16
THE HIGHEST GOOD
November 20
A RIVER SUTRA
December 18
THREE LIVES OF LUCIE CARROL
January 15
HAPPINESS
February 19
ENDLESS MOUNTAINS
March 19
AS YOU LIKE IT
April 16
**group selection to be made from one of two novels:
MIDDLEMARCH by George Eliot or
AN IMAGINARY LIFE by David Malouf

Aristotle
Gita Mehta
John Berger
Mary Lavin
Reynolds Price
Shakespeare

If you really want to do something, you’ll find a way: if you don’t ,
you’ll find an excuse.

See The USA and
Sell Some Books Along the Way
by Clifford E. Keller
Author Daniel Trask is living the dream of an author and a traveler. He
had scheduled readings from his books at about twenty locations in the
USA this summer and Bismarck was one of them. On Tuesday
evening, August 5th, Trask read excerpts from his latest book, DMR, for
appreciative book lovers. The reading took place at the Library and
was sponsored by the Friends of the Library. Trask recently earned a
bachelors degree in biology from UMass Amherst. He currently resides in Brockton, MA where he works as a security guard, farmhand
and copy editor.
DMR is Trask’s second
Dog The Meat Eater,
follows the experiences
come back to the same
summers and work as
tutelage, who is an eldcontinues to work as a

novel. His first novel, My
was published in 2003 and
of several friends who
farm over several
farmhands under Louis’s
erly Puerto Rican. Trask
farmhand during summers.

In DMR Trask follows
the experiences of John, a
young man working in
several group homes
operated by the Massachusetts Department of
Mental Retardation.
Much of what Trask writes
comes from his real life experiences as an employee of the Massachusetts Department of Mental Retardation, a position he took following
graduation. It is apparent that he writes from experience as his
descriptions of life in a group home are both poignant and, at the same
time, direct. His descriptions of the residents and the workers are
brutal at times but also bring out their personalities. Character flaws, as
well as character strengths, become apparent very quickly. John’s
loyalty is tested when he becomes aware of suspected sexual abuse by
one of his co-workers. Trask’s writing style is easy to read and is not a
“read it at one sitting” book as it can just as easily be read in
installments. All in all, DMR is a good read.

“I have never seen a monument erected to a pessimist.”
~ Paul Harvey

friends@mail.infolynx.org

The Friends help the library
achieve its goals and provide
an extra level of services
not possible through the
normal operating budget.
They also advocate for the
library in the community.
Members receive a free subscription to this newsletter, are
invited to help out at our semiannual used book sales and
other volunteer activities, and
have the privilege of attending
the pre-sales.
Friends of BPL
Board of Directors
Ann Mayher, Pres.
Deb Igoe, V. Pres.
Carol Solberg, Treas.
Lois Rambough, Sec.
Dave Bickel
Sue Bickel
Phyllis Carlson
Dwight Comfort
Sharon Johnson
Cliff Keller
Greta Knutson
Shelly Martel
Noreen Olson
Beverly Sandness
Darrel Spencer
Library Staff Representative
Mary Jane Schmaltz
You’re invited to the Friends
monthly business meetings in
the library at 7:00 pm on the
2nd Tuesday of each month .

Rummage Sale Leftovers ?...The FRIENDS can help.
Bring your leftover books, CDs, videos, DVDs and cassettes to the library anytime during open hours.
Items not added to the library shelves will go into the next FRIENDS’ used book sale. We accept
items in good, clean condition. Please— No worn or water-damaged items
No moldy items or those with a moldy odor
No text books unless copyrighted within the last 5 years
No encyclopedias or dictionaries older than 2000, and
If you have a large number of items to bring but find you are unable to transport them yourself, call us
at the library and we can make arrangements to get them from you.

Help Support the Friends of BPL —
A Message from Ann Mayher, President of the Friends of the Library
We’ve come to that time of year where we have put summer behind us and we welcome in the Fall. Fall wreaths
and multi-colored corn have been hung on doors, outside steps are hosting pumpkins and yards that bloomed with
pastel-colored flowers now sport the golds and browns of mums, bales of hay, and shocks of corn. There is yet another
sign that Fall has arrived – the Friends of the Library’s Used Book Sale.
As of this writing, the sorting for the Friends’ Fall Used Book Sale is in full swing. Our dedicated volunteers are working
very hard to make this event happen and we are feeling the urgency to finish on time. You will find that every book
category is well represented. The audio visual items, both children and adult, have taken over nearly an entire room by
themselves (Meeting Room D). This may well turn out to be the biggest-stocked sale we’ve ever had!
There are so many people to thank for what they do for us during this fundraiser and I will get around to thanking them
all but right now I want to take this opportunity to thank one couple in particular for all the material support they have
given us, not just once but over many book sales. Nancy Guy and Greg Stites, owners of the UPS Store, have
generously donated countless rolls of tape (for taping together our book boxes), the tape dispensers, the use of their
digital scale for the sale days, and hundreds and hundreds of envelopes that we use for various mailings throughout the
year. I want them to know their generosity is so much appreciated and we value them as Friends.
The people that I can never thank enough are our steadfast volunteers. It is only through them that we are able to
accomplish our mission in support of our library.

See you at the sale on October 2, 3, and 4!

I Scream, You Scream…
by Darrel Spencer
...we all SCREAM for ice cream!
The Friends of the Library hosted its annual Ice Cream Social the
first week in August to help celebrate the end of the Library’s Summer Reading Programs for teens and pre-teens. One of the
youngest ice cream fans was Alaina, a daughter of Angie and Josh
Brown. This young girl and many others, young and old, enjoyed
the evening festivities which included music by Blind Mice, balloon
and face painting by the Cookie Cutter Clowns, a performance of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream or the Night They Missed the Forest for
the Trees by the Shade Tree Players and prize drawings for participants of the reading programs. The Bismarck Library’s Friends
organization members help support this celebration each year.

Love the Library?
Join the Friends!
The Friends of the Bismarck Public
Library help the library provide an
extra level of services not possible
through the library’s normal operating budget. Become a member of
the Friends of BPL by completing
this form and returning it with your
dues to: Friends of BPL
515 N. Fifth St.
Bismarck, ND 58501

Alaina Brown

_____________________________________________
Name
_____________________________________________
Address
_____________________________________________
City
State
Zip
___________________
Phone

____________________
E-mail address

____________________________________________

Photo by Darrel and Audrey Spencer

Annual Membership Categories:
____ Individual member $5.00
____ (Renewal?)
____ Family

$10.00

____ Contributing

$25.00

____ Life

$100.00

Teen Summer Reading Program
by Sarah Anderson
This sixth grade boy was shocked when he found out his name was called. After numerous hours
of a summer spent amongst worlds much different from our own, Nicholas Holweger attained his
goal of becoming the top male reader of the 2008 Summer Reading Program. Having read a total
of 3,798 pages, it is clear that Holweger, who attends St. Anne’s School, loves to read. He says
his favorite book is Pendragon. He excitedly accepted his $50 gift certificate to Barnes and Noble
and is planning to buy Brisinger by Christopher Paolini, in addition to other books.
At least once every week a ninth grade teen visits the library, checking out numerous books of
various genres. Elizabeth Mizall of Horzon Middle School loves to read and has been participating
in the Library’s Summer Reading Program for several years. At 25,636 pages, she was the top
female reader in the program. Mizell plans to use her $50 gift certificate to buy Rebel Angels by
Libba Bray and New Moon by Stephenie Meyer. Some of her favorite books include the Maximum
Ride series, A Great and Terrible Beauty, and the Twilight books.
Sarah Anderson, winner-at-large of the Teen 2008 $50 gift certificate is also a third year Library
Teen VIPs (Volunteers in Public Service) member. Sarah is a junior at Century High School
where she is active in journalism, band and yearbook staff.
Gift certificates were funded by the Friends of the Library.

Saturday Matinee Teen
Community Service Day
Student organizations and teens
take note! Enjoy old-time
movies while earning service
hours for your school or
community organization.
Community Access TV will be
showing fun movie classics as
volunteers wash and dry the covers
of children’s books. Because the
Library’s children’s books are wellloved, they need regular cleaning
to lengthen their life. Cleaning/
Movie date is set for Saturday,
January 10, 2009, in the Bismarck
Public Library’s story room. Two
sessions are available: 9:00-12:30
and 12:30-4:00. Free lunch will be
provided by the Friends of the
Library. Volunteers will receive a
certificate showing their number of
participation hours. Register for
one or both sessions by calling
355-1487. Seating is limited to 20
per session. Call today and come
prepared to wash! Instruction and
cleaning materials will be provided.
Open to grades 7-12.

Stephanie Jensen
Circulation Associate
Stephanie Jensen started working at the Bismarck Public Library in 2001 as a Page (shelving books) when she
was a sophomore at Bismarck High School. She was
promoted to a Circulation Assistant a year later. In 2006 she was promoted
again to the Circulation Associate position. Stephanie has also started working
late afternoons this fall at the Bismarck State College Allied Health Campus
Library. When asked what she enjoys about working at Bismarck Public Library,
Stephanie cites a fun and challenging work environment, the opportunity to offer
service and communicate with a wide variety of people and being surrounded
by books, books and more books!
Stephanie has come a long way since she started here 7 years ago. She has
attended Bismarck State College and Dickinson State University, completing
her Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration. This fall she
started classes as a graduate student in the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
School of Information online program. She hopes to finish the program in two
years with a Master of Library and Information Sciences degree.
One of her long-term career goals is to become a professional librarian and
eventually move into a director or assistant director position at a public library.
Her favorite author is Mary Higgins Clark. Her favorite book as a child was
“Bear’s Bargain” by Frank Asch. She enjoys reading mystery/crime non-fiction.

Bismarck Veterans
Memorial Public
Library
515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501
(701) 355-1480
www.bismarcklibrary.org

Library Connections is published
by Bismarck Veterans Memorial
Public Library and
The Friends of the
Bismarck Public Library.

Library Board of Directors
Joan Severin, Pres.
Mary Maichel Guler, V. Pres
Elizabeth Lucas
Richard Weber
Bill Whalen
Library Director
Thomas T. Jones

New Library programs planned for children
Kimberly Peterson, Children’s Program Director, has added three new programs to the library’s fall
program schedule. School-aged children are invited to participate in C.O.O.L. (Creating Opportunities for Originality at the Library). This enriching program will focus on how the Library and literacy
create opportunities for originality by providing exposure to a variety of creative arts experiences.
Sessions of C.O.O.L may include arts and crafts, reader’s theater, creative writing, guest speakers,
games, author studies, and library skills. An eight-week session of C.O.O.L. is being offered on Tuesdays from 4—5 pm for students in kindergarten through third grade and students in 4th—6th grades
will have the opportunity to participate in C.O.O.L. on Thursdays from 4—5 pm. The programs will
begin in October and are provided at no cost to the participants but registration is required. Registration forms may be picked up in the Children’s Services Department or found online at
www.bismarcklibrary.org.
Two new story times will also be offered. Family Story Time will take place on Tuesday evenings
beginning at 6:30 pm. This will be an opportunity for the whole family to enjoy stories, songs, and
time at the library. Baby and Me story times are offered on Thursday mornings at 9:30 am. Baby
and Me is an enriching and nurturing program where caregivers hold children, ages infant—24
months, on their laps and participate in songs, finger plays, bounces, and stories.
In addition to the new story times, Children’s Services will continue to offer story times for toddlers
and preschoolers. All fall programming begins the week of October 6th. For more information about
any of these programs, contact the Children’s Department at 355-1489 or visit our website at:
www.bismarcklibrary.org

