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Farewell, Mother Goose !
Lobby Displays
April: Flickertail
Woodcarver’s Club
May, June, July:
Resurrection Collection
from Magic Photo

Mother Goose and Gandy Goose leading,
instructing and always entertaining.
Pictures courtesy of The Bismarck Tribune

Head of Youth Services , Marvia Boettcher (aka Mother Goose), announced her
retirement beginning May 3, 2008. After 24 years with the Bismarck Public Library
Marvia is ready for the next phase of her life.
She began her work at the library in 1984 behind the scenes as puppeteer for two
years, then as story lady for toddlers and preschoolers in story times. Her character
of Mother Goose began in 1987 and she’s been known as ‘Ma Goose’ ever since.
“Mother Goose seemed to be so appropriate to introduce literature and nursery
rhymes to young children. They like the consistency of the character. Though
change is essential and unavoidable, consistency is necessary for children,” Marvia
said. She further added, “With the influx of so much technology and varied media, I
have tried to emphasize that the library is first of all a place for books, especially for
the very young.”
She’s had fun watching the children grow through the years and learn to love
reading. It’s been especially nice when the children she told stories to in the past
bring their children to her story time programs
Marvia’s expertise has been especially valuable to the Library. Her knowledge
of children’s literature is enviable and her devotion to children is admirable. She’s
made Mother Goose a much loved character in so many local children’s lives.
On the personal side, Marvia, when asked about her plans for retirement, says,
“Yes, I do have plans….nothing!” That is why she is retiring so she can do nothing….except read lots of books. Once she moves beyond that, there are grandchildren to visit, and anyone who has ever said to her, “Come visit someday,” should be
prepared for her to be on their doorstep. As Marvia said, “It’s been a fun ride!”
We will miss you, Marvia! We wish you well in your future endeavors and want
you to know that “Mother Goose” will always be fondly remembered at this library.

Workshops
Ancestry Workshops
Tues., April 22
2-4:00 pm
Monday, May 12
6:30-8:00 pm
Classes Offered by
the Library
Register in advance !
Classes scheduled on an
ongoing basis. We
welcome suggestions…..
Beginning Internet I
Tues., May 6 - 5:15 pm
Beginning Internet II
Tues., May 13 - 5:15 pm
Personal/Business
Letters in
Microsoft Word
Fri., April 4—1 pm
Resume Writing
Thurs., April 10—7pm
Please check the Youth
Services Program and
Calendar (online and
hardcopy) for a listing of
all programs for
Children.

Bismarck Veterans
Memorial Public
Library
515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501
(701) 355-1480
www.bismarcklibrary.org

At Bismarck Public Library,
we offer information, ideas
and personal enrichment to
all. Our Mission is to collect,
organize and provide open
access to educational, informational, recreational and
cultural resources.

Year-Round Hours:
9 am—9 pm, Mon.-Thur.
9 am—6 pm, Fri.–Sat.
1-6 pm, Sun.

**NEW**

VIP’s Volunteering...
“Cleaning ready! Set! Go!”
Ten Bismarck Public Library Teen VIPs (Volunteers in Public Service) cleaned,
straightened, and shelf read (making sure the books are in alphabetical order by
author) the Adult Fiction area after being treated to a delicious breakfast of eggs,
cereal, sweet rolls, fresh fruit, and juice on a bright and early Saturday morning in
January. Teen Librarian Kathy Vander Vorst prepared breakfast for the teens,
who, because it was so early in the morninging, were invited to come in their most
presentable pajamas. Librarian Christine Kujawa instructed them in the art of
shelf reading. The teens shelf read and straightened in leap frog fashion, working
on a column of books and then moving to the end of the teen line to do another.
The library’s entire fiction collection was finished in just under 3 hours. Thanks
to the VIPs for their work—it saved the BPL staff many long hours of work.

Telephone Numbers:
Main Desk
355-1480
Administration
355-1484
Bookmobile
355-1491
Interlibrary Loan 355-1485
Foundation
355-1494
Meeting Room Reservations
355-1484
Youth Services
355-1489

Visit our Web site for:
* online catalog
* renewing materials
* checking your account
* library policies
* calendar of events
* library information
* links to book sites
* free access to subscription
websites and databases
* local history information
* and much more….

Rummage Sale Leftovers ?...The Friends need your help
Bring your leftover books, CDs, videos, DVDs and cassettes to the library anytime
during open hours. Items not added to the library shelves will go into the next
Friends’ used book sale.
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“My grandma always said that God made libraries so that people
didn’t have any excuse to be stupid.”
~Joan Bauer, RULES OF THE ROAD

Book Review

by Ed Klecker

In An Instant by Lee and Bob Woodruff rapidly climbed to the Best Seller list and remained in that ranking for quite
some time. In An Instant has all the elements of a best selling book. There’s action, drama, tragedy, love, sorrow, family, and redemption, and it’s all true. It’s a story of a family’s journey of love and healing. The primary author is Lee
Woodruff, with sections interspersed by her husband, Bob. Also, without any political sub text whatsoever, it’s a story of
the war in Iraq, and the devastating effect it has had on the thousands of families who have experienced the loss or injury
of a loved one in that conflict.
Bob Woodruff had just been named the co-anchor of ABC news show World News Tonight when he left on assignment to be “embedded” with a Marine unit fighting in Iraq. Woodruff had traveled the world in assignments for ABC
with several trips to Iraq from the beginning of the conflict. While riding in a convoy in the lead vehicle, a road side IED
(improvised explosive device) was exploded resulting in massive head injuries for Bob and his cameraman, Doug Vogt.
Typical of IED’s, the insurgents had
wrapped the explosives with rocks and
gravel, much of which was driven into
Bob’s face and head, including his skull, ear,
back and eye sockets. If the Iraq war can
boast of anything good, it is that our medical
care and evacuation procedures have improved a thousand fold over the Vietnam era.
Within hours Bob and his cameraman were
evacuated to a base hospital, stabilized, then
further evacuated to a military hospital in
Germany where surgeons saved their lives.
Bob was subsequently evacuated to the
Naval Hospital in Bethesda, Maryland,
where he lay in a coma for over five weeks
after more surgeries.
We experience what happened to Bob
though the eyes of his wife, Lee. She takes
us though their early courtship years, marriage, and life together. She skillfully guides
us though the roller coaster of their life
together, children, loss of a newborn, depression and devotion to her husband. We learn
that Bob Woodruff was an adventurer who
had graduated from law school and accepted a position with a prestigious New
York law firm, only to ask for a sabbatical
to teach law students in China. While in
China, Bob took a part time job translating
for the American news media covering the
uprising, and subsequent crushing, of
young freedom seeking dissidents at Tiananmen Square. That particular incident
sparked a love for journalism in Bob, who
subsequently gave up a $130,000 salary at his law firm to accept at $12,000 salary at a one reporter TV station back in
the states. Thus began Bob’s drive to the top with his anchor appointment with ABC.
Lee Woodruff takes us to the core of her emotions, and takes us through the long, painful journey of Bob’s devastating brain injury, and the impact on their family and young children, then on the slow and sometimes disappointing recovery, and the miracle which ensued. It would take someone with a very hard heart to read In An Instant and not tear up
from page to page. This will be a book that people will read and buy for their family and friends. It’s a tale that begs to
be shared. With his recuperation now mostly behind him, Bob is back with ABC television, usually working on special
assignments.

National Library Week—
Week—April 1313-19, 2008 !!

First sponsored in 1958, National Library Week is a national observance sponsored by the American
Library Association and libraries across the country each April. It is a time to celebrate the contributions of
our nation’s libraries and librarians and to promote library use and support. All types of libraries—school,
public, academic and special—participate. Tell your librarian how much you appreciate your library!

Singer/Songwriter Entertains
by Gwyn Ridenhour
Over the past 17 years, singer/songwriter David LaMotte has released
10 CDs and performed 2,000 shows in 45 states and on four continents. On
Saturday, March 1st, he upped his state-count to 46 by coming to North
Dakota. The Youth Services Department was pleased to host David for a
performance for children and families in the story time room. During his
visit with us, David entertained a room-full of youngsters with tunes from
his S.S. Bathtub CD. Hopeful, funny, empowering, and imaginative, David
quickly enthralled his audience, who were eagerly answering questions, singing happy choruses, and by the end of the
concert, dancing and whirling in sweet bliss. Many families took home signed CDs, and just yesterday I spotted one
of David’s bumper stickers securely affixed to a car in front of me. “Sing Loud”, it said, “It’s a Big World”.
David is one of those people who brings integrity to everything he does. Though he is not yet 40, David is retiring
from his musical career in Nov. 2008 to more firmly follow another path. Rotary International recently awarded David
a 2008 Rotary World Peace Fellowship, one of only sixty worldwide. As a Rotary World Peace Fellow, he will attend
the University of Queensland in Brisbane, Australia, beginning in February of 2009, to pursue an Advanced
Master's Degree in International Relations, Peace and Conflict Resolution.
We are so grateful to the Friends of the Library for sponsoring David’s concert, and allowing such a gracious individual to share his gifts with us. If you want to learn more about David, you can find him at davidlamotte.com. You can check out his entire collection through the library.

FOL BOOK SALE FOR HOMESCHOOLERS
by Kim Schaff
I am always amazed at the variety of books that can be found at the FOL Used Book Sale. It is wonderful to
be able to find books in just about every area of study. However, it is the vintage of the books that excites me as a
home school mom.
It is not uncommon to find books that were written and published in the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s. These treasures are often out of print and hard to find. For example, I recently found All-of-a-Kind Family by Sydney
Taylor. This turn of the century story of a Jewish family living in the Lower East Side of New York City is a
wonderful learning opportunity for our post Y2K Catholic family living in North Dakota.
Modern history books have been cleaned up so they are politically correct and obviously reflect modern
values. History books that were written in the past offer a contrast to how things are viewed today. They provide an
alternative perspective and offer us an opportunity to decide how we feel about how things were at a particular time in
history. One of our favorite methods of studying a time period is to read books, including history texts, written during
that time. At the last FOL Sale, we found over fifty biographies written in the 1950s. Reading those books can be
compared to interviewing people who were adults during the 1950s.
Our family and many other local homeschooling families look forward to each sale. We compare lists of titles
and authors that we are each hoping to find. Some families even go out for breakfast together before the sale. After
the sale, some families “take the day off” from “regular” home lessons and spend the day reading their new treasures.
In this short writing, I have focused on the joy of finding old or out-of-print books. However, for our home
school and for our personal pleasure, we also find many modern and newly released books to enjoy. One favorite recent find was a series of books from the Metropolitan Museum of Art exploring art masterpieces that was still shrinkwrapped!
We go home with boxes filled with books of all varieties and devour them. Then we (im)patiently wait for the
next sale.

Book Review

by Becky Quanrud

“Grand-Dad, did you have a luggage label tied around your neck when you were evacuated?” This question, asked by an 8-year-old girl, resulted in Letters to Kaia: Adventures of
a Danish Boy in England During WWII and After by Michael Riisager. Hundreds of books
have been written about personal experiences in World War II; this is the first I have seen
about what life was like for a child living in England during those years and after.

Michael is the son of Danish parents living abroad because of his father’s job.
Living first in London until the German bombing became intense, later in a village in
the North of England, and later still in a small city, near enough to his father’s employment that the family could be reunited. He writes of the stringent food rationing
and what people did to make it less onerous. He writes of water conservation—one
bath a week, no more than four inches of water in the tub. He writes of the lack of
toys—none were manufactured after the war started, so children made pea shooters,
whistles, and fishing nets. He describes village residents and paints a wonderful picture of his mother, a young woman living in a foreign country with two small children, separated from her husband except for widely spaced weekends. Despite her
loneliness and fear for her family living under Nazi occupation, as well as worrying
about her husband, she raised her boys with loving discipline and did her best to help
them become good Danes.
Michael does not complain about the exigencies of war-time living. In the way of
children, he was a happy little boy and considered his life, and those of his fellows, to
be normal.
Deprivation of everyday comforts did not end with the war but went on for many
years after while England struggled to get back on its feet. In the summer of 1946,
Michael, his mother, and his younger brother Steffen were able to return to Denmark
for the summer holiday. There he learned that, unlike the English, the Danes had had
plenty of food throughout the war but had suffered greatly in other ways under the
Germans.
Michael finished his education in England and trained as a physician. He came to
the United States in 1965, working in Bismarck and in western North Dakota for
some years. He now lives in Maryland.
Letters to Kaia is interesting and well written. A note in the biography of the author indicates that he is working on further memoirs of the 50’s and on a collection of
stories about North Dakota. I look forward to reading both.

Love the Library?
Join the Friends!
The Friends of the Bismarck Public
Library help the library provide an
extra level of services not possible
through the library’s normal operating
budget. Become a member of the
Friends of BPL by completing this
form and returning it with your
dues to: Friends of BPL
515 N. Fifth St.
Bismarck, ND 58501

_____________________________________________
Name

friends@mail.infolynx.org

The Friends help the library
achieve its goals and provide
an extra level of services
not possible through the
normal operating budget.
They also advocate for the
library in the community.
Members receive a free subscription to this newsletter, are
invited to help out at our semiannual used book sales and
other volunteer activities, and
have the privilege of attending
the pre-sales.
Friends of BPL
Board of Directors
Ann Mayher, Pres.
Deb Igoe, V. Pres.
Carol Solberg, Treas.
Lois Rambough, Sec.
Dave Bickel
Sue Bickel
Phyllis Carlson
Dwight Comfort
Sharon Johnson
Cliff Keller
Greta Knutson
Shelly Martel
Noreen Olson
Beverly Sandness
Darrrel Spencer
Library Staff Representative
Mary Jane Schmaltz
You’re invited to the Friends
monthly business meetings in the
library at 7:00 pm on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month .

Annual Membership Categories:

____ Individual member $5.00
____ (Renewal?)
____
Family
$10.00
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Address

City
___________________
Phone

State

Zip

____________________
E-mail address

____________________________________________

____ Contributing
____ Life

$25.00
$100.00

Bismarck Veterans
Memorial Public
Library
515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501
(701) 355-1480
www.bismarcklibrary.org

Library Connections is published
by Bismarck Public Library
and
The Friends of the
Bismarck Public Library.
Library Board of Directors
Bill Whalen, Pres.
Joan Severin, V. Pres.
Gary Beazley
Mary Maichel Guler
Sherry Mills Moore
Library Director
Thomas T. Jones

Help Support the Friends of BPL —
A Message from Ann Mayher, President of the Friends of the Library
A quarter of the year has passed and the FOL has already accomplished many of the principles set forth in its
Mission Statement.
Our year began with our annual meeting held January 08, with the election of officers and board members.
Dave Bickel, one of our board members, was the featured speaker for the evening. Dave had recently completed a trip to Mozambique and his slides and commentary were most interesting and thought-provoking.
On January 31, the FOL sponsored a 3-hour open-to-the-public workshop by Phil DuBois, an eBay Education
Specialist. His “Basics of Selling on eBay” was attended by over 40 people and, according to the comments
heard afterwards, was helpful and timely; people were hoping there would be another workshop.
So far, we have also funded three requests from three different library departments, for a total of $565.99.
Our Spring Used Book Sale, held March 6-8, was a huge success. Whatever we did right, we’ll have to try and duplicate in October!
We grossed over $14,500.00 which sets a new record. This event and its success would never have happened if it weren’t for the hard
work and dedication of the volunteers from our membership and the library staff. I can’t begin to thank them enough for the hours they
put in (over 700) and their continued commitment to this fundraiser. Because of this involvement, we have been able to give, so far, a
combined total of $22,000.00 to the Library Foundation for the Children’s Library Renovation, a very worthy project.
I feel confident that the next quarter of this year will see us making great strides in some new directions: plans are being made to increase our membership by offering some fun events to spark interest in our organization; we will continue to work on getting our web
site up and running; there are several possibilities for another fundraiser that are being thought out. With an enthusiastic board and a
wonderful group of members, we can accomplish whatever we set our hands and hearts to!
Dates to remember:

National Library Week April 13-19

Ice Cream Social August 7th

