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Contact Us
515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501
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www.bismarcklibrary.org

Mission
Collecting, organizing, and
providing open access to
educational, informational,
recreational, and cultural resources

Vision
Personal enrichment for all

Hours
Visit Library website for current
hours and services

Telephone Numbers
Main Desk
355-1480
Administration355-1484
Bookmobile355-1491
Youth Services
355-1489
Interlibrary Loan
355-1487
Foundation355-1494
Friends355-1483

Jan - Suds & Stories
Green Card Voices Exhibit
Feb - Hygge Hangout
Video Game Tournament
Mar - Spring Used Book Sale
Covid19 Shuts Down Library
Apr - National Library Week Online
Haiku Challenge
May - No-contact Curbside Pickup Starts
New Bookmobile Arrives
Jun - Summer Reading Challenges
Miss Sparkles In The Neighborhood
Jul - Phase Ii Limited Reopening
Outdoor Children’s Book Flash Sale
Aug - Outdoor Adults Book Flash Sales
Bookmobile Open House
Sep - Fall Used Book Sale Outdoors
Lego Drive-thru Take & Create
Oct - B.A.R.K. Went Virtual
Battle Of The Friends
Nov - Virtual Lego Clubs
Miss Sparkles Awesome Readers
Dec - Winter Drive-thru Lego Take & Create
Take & Make Craft Kits
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Christine Kujawa �������������������������Director
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Kathleen Jones ���������������������������� Burleigh
County Commission Library Liaison
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
I’m a Friend
of the Library!
Are You?

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR OUR FRIENDS!

Contact Us

Thank you Friends of the Bismarck Public
Library! Your generous support of the
Library in 2020 allowed us to go above
and beyond to provide new and additional
programs and services to our community
during an unprecedented year filled with
extraordinary changes and challenges. The
Friends of the Library provided funds to
support these projects in 2020:
• 280 new chairs for the Library’s three
public meeting rooms
• A second self-checkout
terminal, located
at the entrance to the
Children’s Library
• Ongoing operational
funding for the
Bismarck Mobile Library
• LEGO Holiday
Take & Create event

• Beanstack reading challenge software
• 26 new binge boxes
• Take & Make crafts for children,
teens, and adults
Additional thanks go out to all of the
hard-working volunteers who helped with
the outdoor book sales this past summer
and to those who have continued to
sort donated books throughout the past
year. Your commitment to the Friends
and support of the Library is so much
appreciated! We couldn’t ask for better
Friends. THANK YOU!!!
If you are not currently a member of
the Friends of the Library, we would
love for you to join us! Complete the
form below and return it to the library
along with your membership payment,
or join online on our website at www.
friendsofthebismarckpubliclibrary.
wildapricot.org/Join-Us.

Friends of the
Bismarck Public Library
515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, ND 58501
friendsofbismarckpl@gmail.com
701-355-1483

Friends of BPL
Board of Directors
Michaelanne Jones
Rosemary Pedersen

President
Vice President

Keith Demke

Treasurer

Karen Grosz

Membership

Annette Funk
Hope Hogan
Faye Schweitzer
Dale Wetzel
Elizabeth Jacobs

Library Staff Rep.

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF THE BISMARCK PUBLIC LIBRARY

___ YES, I’ll Be A Friend!

___ RENEW My Membership
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

���������������������������������������������������������������������
NAME

���������������������������������������������������������������������
ADDRESS

__ Individual����������������$10

__ Individual Life���$100

���������������������������������������������������������������������

__ Family�����������������������$20

__ Couple Life��������$150

_____________________________ ���������������������������������������

Friends
of the

BISMARCK PUBLIC

LIBRARY

I’m interested in participating
in the following:
__ Semi-annual Book Sales
__ Book Sale Committee
__ Ice Cream Social

Personal Enrichment For All

CITY

STATE

PHONE

ZIP

EMAIL

Complete this form, make check payable to and mail to:
Friends of the Bismarck Public Library · 515 N 5th St. · Bismarck, ND 58501
You can become a member online, credit card payments accepted:

www.friendsofthebismarckpubliclibrary.wildapricot.org/Join-Us
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PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH
Winter Reading Challenge

Virtual Story Time
with Miss Sparkles
Monday-Friday, 9:30 AM
Join Miss Sparkles on her Facebook
page for live virtual story time, or
watch via streaming video at whatever
time works best for your family. See
Miss Sparkles’ Facebook page or the
Library’s website for details and upto-date schedules.

There’s More to Come!
Our creative programming staff is
hard at work coming up with new and
innovative programs to keep people
of all ages learning and engaged with
reading during this time. To stay in the
loop with our evolving slate of virtual
programs, Take & Make activities, and
more, follow the Library on Facebook,
or check out the events calendar
on our website.

Newsletter via Email
Subscribe to our FREE eco-friendly
newsletter, and the latest news about
the Library will be delivered directly
to your inbox! Library Connections
is published quarterly in January,
April, July, and October. To subscribe,
just send an email to bplnews@
bismarcklibrary.org, and you will be
added to our list.
Contact Us
By phone: 701-355-1480
9:00 AM – 6:00 PM Monday-Friday
By email:
ask.a.librarian@bismarcklibrary.org
Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/bismarcklibrary
Visit us: www.bismarcklibrary.org

The New Year is a time for reflection and
reinvigoration. What better way to do
that than to cozy up with inspiring books
this winter? We encourage readers of all
ages to choose books and stories from an
array of diverse authors and topics, and
to celebrate the transformative power of
seeing oneself reflected in a book. Join
#WinterRead2021 and log your reading
to earn badges and be entered for prizes!
Two prize winners will be chosen from
participants who complete the program
in each age bracket (adults, teens, and
kids). Get registered, track your reading,
and complete the challenges using
our online reading challenge platform
called Beanstack. This challenge will
run from January 15-March 15, 2021.
For more information, visit https://
www.bismarcklibrary.org/201/ReadingChallenges.

Kids’ Take & Make Crafts

Miss Sparkles’
Awesome Readers

Miss Sparkles is on the go and is
encouraging and celebrating young
readers in Bismarck with personalized
visits. As outdoor story times ended
with the coming of winter, Miss Sparkles
had to come up with a new way to stay
connected with the readers she’s gotten
so close with. She has been bringing a bit
of the library to homes, with special story
times and personalized yard signs letting
everyone know that “An Awesome Reader
Lives Here!” If you live in Bismarck
and would like Miss Sparkles to visit
your home for a special story time and
yard sign delivery, contact her on her
Facebook page or by email at jmaher@
bismarcklibrary.org.

Virtual LEGO Club
New Take & Make crafts for kids will
be available weekly throughout the
winter. Kits may be picked up in the
Children’s Library or requested through
our no-contact curbside delivery service.
Take & Make crafts are perfect for kids
age 10 and under.
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LEGO Club is going virtual! Children
of all ages are welcome to participate in
our Virtual LEGO Club by building with
their own bricks and submitting photos
of their creations via e-mail. There will be
a new themed build each month. See our
Facebook page for complete details.

www.bismarcklibrary.org · 701-355-1480

PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH
Collection spotlight: Books for Beginning Readers
The Children’s Library has an extensive
collection of leveled reader books and
early chapter books for young ones just
learning to read. Our Beginning Readers
collection housed under the Children’s
Library’s interior windows has the call
numbers EASY BR followed by the
leveling number, 1, 2, or 3, and ending
with the author’s last name or series name.
These books are classified according to
the publishers’ determinations of reading
level from Level 1 with the most basic
English to Level 3 for the more advanced
readers. Within this collection are Readers
from popular series like Star Wars, LEGO,
Fancy Nancy, Disney, and more. Some
specific language-based readers focus on
letters of the alphabet or sound pairings,
including boxed set books, like Bob Books
and Brand New Readers.
As children increase their reading
abilities, more options are available, such
as the Early Reader Chapter Books. These
are housed with the Juvenile Fiction
in the taller stacks near the Children’s
Information Desk. The Juvenile Fiction

collection uses J and the first three letters
of the author’s name, or series name, for
call numbers. The collection is not leveled,
yet these books have purple and green
Early Reader stickers indicating lower
reading levels. To determine these titles,
our team employs the Lexile Measure,
one of the most commonly used reading
scales and a measure assigned through
MAP testing at school. The Early Reader
Stickers are placed on books measured
at a 550 Lexile reading level or less. It is
possible to find a Lexile score for most
books. The Early Reader Chapter Books
consist of popular series like Henry and
Mudge by Cynthia Rylant to newer titles
like the Mercy Watson series by awardwinning author Kate DiCamillo.
There are so many wonderful options for
children learning to read, including books
that can be read together with family.
Explore the collections in house, become
familiar with the readers’ advisory
database Novelist (available through the
Library’s web site), or ask the helpful
Children’s Library staff for assistance.

1000 Books Before
Kindergarten

Thank You Bismarck
Lions Club!

Parents are invited to share books with
their babies, toddlers, and preschoolers
and to log their progress in Beanstack,
with the goal of completing 1000 books
before children begin kindergarten. This
challenge will run ongoing beginning
October 1, 2020. Get registered,
track your reading, and complete the
challenges using our online reading
challenge platform called Beanstack.
For more information, visit https://
www.bismarcklibrary.org/201/ReadingChallenges.

Thank you to the Bismarck Lions Club for
helping to recognize the awesome young
readers around our community! The
Lions supported the Library’s children’s
programming by donating funds to
purchase the Miss Sparkles Awesome
Reader yard signs.

Personal Enrichment For All
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College SAVE Summer
Reading Champion
Julia Hausauer of Bismarck was
randomly selected as the recipient of
$529 into a College SAVE account for
her participation in the summer reading
program at the Library. Julia has always
been an avid reader. She loves going to
the library and discovering new books,
reading with her mom, coloring, and
being outside. She recently started feeding
outdoor birds, and she loves to watch
them eat. Some of her favorite books are
The Little Red Caboose, Llama Llama Red
Pajama, and Red House, Tree House, Little
Bitty Brown Mouse.
The North Dakota State Library partnered
with Bank of North Dakota to bring
the College SAVE Summer Reading
Champions Campaign to participants of
the 2020 Collaborative Summer Library
Program. Every student completing their
library’s goal for summer could redeem
a certificate for a contribution of $25 to
a new College SAVE account or $10 to
an existing College SAVE account. In
addition, there were 10 recipients selected
from random drawings who were awarded
$529 College SAVE contributions. Nearly
2,000 youth from over 40 North Dakota
libraries participated in this year’s summer
reading campaign. Bismarck had over 100
readers for each of the children’s reading
programs in June and July, and over
40 readers for each of the teen reading
programs. Collectively, they all read just
over 4000 hours! The College SAVE Plan
is a 529 plan established by the State of
North Dakota. Bank of North Dakota acts
as trustee of the College SAVE Trust and
is responsible for administering the Plan.
To learn more about College SAVE, visit
collegesave4u.com.

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS
Armchair Travel Book Club

Reader’s Social Book Chat

Nutritional
Health Series
Join us online via Zoom for
discussions about health and
nutrition with Ellen Roufs,
Nutritional Health Coach with
Natural Grocers. Email or call
Sarah to preregister (required)
at smatthews@bismarcklibrary.
org, or 355-1485. Participants
will receive an email the day
before the event regarding virtual
meeting details.
Friday, January 8,
7:00-8:00 PM
Cravings, Weight Gain,
and the Blood Sugar
Roller Coaster
Learn how nutrient-dense meals
support healthy metabolism
and which nutrient supplements
support healthy blood sugar
levels and appetite control.
Friday, February 19,
7:00-8:00 PM
Demystifying Fats
Fats have been blamed for our
declining health since the 1950s,
but are they really the villains
they’ve been made out to be?
Discover why fats are essential to
health and learn why nutrientdense high-fat foods should
be part of a healthy diet. In
addition, this class will highlight
some of the latest research on
fat as we untangle the truth and
demystify fats.

Sunday, Jan. 17, 3:00-4:00 PM
Miss traveling? Join us via Zoom for
an online book discussion guaranteed
to give your mind a vacation. We will
be discussing The Exiles by Christina
Baker Kline. Email or call Sarah to
preregister (required) at smatthews@
bismarcklibrary.org, or 701-355-1485.
Participants will receive an email the
Friday before the book club regarding
virtual meeting details. If you need
assistance obtaining a copy of the books,
please let Sarah know.

Winter Reading Challenge

This winter’s reading challenge is for
youth and adults! We encourage readers
of all ages to choose books and stories
from an array of diverse authors and
topics; celebrate the transformative power
of seeing oneself reflected in a book. Join
#WinterRead2021 and log your reading
to earn badges and be entered for prizes!
Two prize winners will be chosen from
participants who complete the program
in each age bracket (adults, teens, and
kids). Get registered, track your reading,
and complete the challenges using
our online reading challenge platform
called Beanstack. This challenge will
run from January 15-March 15, 2021.
For more information, visit https://
www.bismarcklibrary.org/201/ReadingChallenges.

6 · Winter 2021

Tuesdays: Jan. 26, Feb. 23
7:00-8:00 PM
Join us on the Library’s Facebook page to
have informal chats about what everyone’s
reading! We’ll discuss our favorite books
in the comments section. No registration
is required. Get some new book ideas and
share your favorites!

Binge Boxes
If you’ve run out of things to watch in 2020,
the Library is here to help! Stop by and
check out our amazing collection of binge
boxes. Binge boxes are collections of DVDs
based on a theme. Each box contains at least
five movies and can be checked out for 14
days. See a complete list of our binge boxes
for all ages, and click on the titles to find
out more at https://www.bismarcklibrary.
org/299/Binge-Boxes.

Hygge at Home

Create a sense of coziness this winter.
Hygge is a Danish and Norwegian term
for a mood of coziness with feelings of
wellness and contentment. Kits to help
you enjoy Hygge at home will be available
on a first come first serve basis beginning
Friday, January 15. Stay tuned to our
Facebook page and website for other adult
Take & Make kits, including Sun-catcher
Window Stars (or the BPL logo!), and
Bird Feeding Kits.

www.bismarcklibrary.org · 701-355-1480

AROUND THE LIBRARY
No-Contact Curbside Pickup
Winter is here! If you prefer to stay nice
and warm in your vehicle when you come
to the Library to pick up books, movies,
games, and more, we’ve got you covered
with our no-contact curbside pickup
service. Here’s how it works: Place holds
on the items of your choice through our
online catalog, or by calling the Library

at 701-355-1480. You will receive an
email, text, or printed notice once your
holds are available, depending on your
library account preferences. Once you
are notified that your holds are available,
come to the Library during our open
hours, and park in one of the numbered
parking spots in the north parking lot.
Call the number on the sign and provide
your name and library card number.
Remain in your car, and either pop the
trunk or roll down a back window. Staff
will bring your materials out to you and
place them in your trunk or back seat.
Of course, if you prefer to come inside
to pick up your holds or browse the
collection, please feel free! We are open
to the public. See our website for current
hours of operation.

Welcome Commissioner Matthews!
Thank you to newly elected County
Commissioner Becky Matthews (at right,
center) for meeting with Head of Burleigh
County Bookmobile Services Keli
McDonald (at right, left side) and Library
Director Christine Kujawa (at right,
right side). They discussed bookmobile
services and finances, and toured the
new bookmobile.

Just because it’s winter doesn’t
mean we have to stop enjoying the
outdoors! Winter is a great time to
explore North Dakota’s amazing
state parks. Adventure awaits on
miles of trails great for hiking and
snowshoeing. Many parks also
feature groomed cross country
skiing trails, and there are always
beautiful views and an abundance
of nature to enjoy. Even better, you
can experience all our great state
parks have to offer for free with your
library card! Before you venture out,
stop by the Library to check out a
state park pass. The pass will grant
you free vehicle entry into any North
Dakota State Park. Passes check out
for a period of seven days. Get out
and enjoy nature!

Scheels Day of Giving

Staff Bookshelves
Have you ever been curious about which
books are on a librarian’s bookshelf? We
asked our staff members for their choice
picks, and we’re excited to share them
with you! Watch for staff picks on our
Facebook page, or see them all on our
website at https://www.bismarcklibrary.
org/298/Staff-Picks. Then discover
these titles and so much more using our
eBook apps [bit.ly/BVMPL‑Digital],
checking them out in person [https://bit.
ly/BVMPLCDLCatalog], or reserving
them through our No-Contact Curbside
Delivery system [bit.ly/BVMPLCurbside].

Personal Enrichment For All

State Park Passes
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Thank you to Scheels for including the
Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. in
their 2020 Day of Giving event! We
appreciate their continued support!

515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, ND 58501-4057

Published by Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library
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NOW VIRTUAL!

Would you like to spend a little time with our BARK dogs?
You are in luck - Frankie and Max now have their own web page!
You can hear a story, a greeting, or you can read your story to them.

http://bit.ly/BVMPL-BARKreads

