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Dear patrons, on March 20, 2020, the
Library Board of Trustees made the
difficult decision to temporarily close
the Library until further notice. This
was not an easy decision to make,
but a necessary action to help stop
the spread of the COVID-19 virus, in
an effort to protect our community,
patrons, staff, and volunteers.
Even though we are closed, we are busier
than ever and are continuing to offer the
following services: reference services
via phone and online, assistance with
our online resources, and checking
in items from book drop returns.
Every item returned is being cleaned
with EPA-registered disinfectant for
use against human coronaviruses.
We welcome you to take part in several
virtual program opportunities. Miss
Sparkles is providing a daily story
time on Facebook. Join our reading
challenges: Spring into Reading for
kids and Spring 2020 Social Distancing
Reading Challenge for adults. Back by
popular demand, watch for our upcoming
online Haiku contest, in conjunction
with National Poetry Month in April.
Now is the perfect time to become
familiarized with our digital resources,
check out audiobooks, e-books,
movies, and magazines. We have over
50 databases available for research
and continuing education.
If you have any questions regarding
Library materials and services, please
contact us at 701-355-1480 MondayFriday between 9am-5pm or email
ask.a.librarian@bismarcklibrary.
org. As always, please continue to

follow us on Facebook and on our
web site for continued updates.
I’ve been receiving questions from
patrons and wish to share them with
you, should you have similar concerns.
Regarding checked out items and fines,
you may return items through the exterior
book drops or hold on to them until
we reopen. Items you have checked out
may appear to be overdue, but fines will
be waived while the Library is closed.
If you live in Burleigh County, don’t
have a Library card, and want one to
access our digital media, simply fill out
the online library card application on
our website: https://bit.ly/2XlGS4U.
Numerous patrons have requested
that we order additional digital titles.
Since the pandemic started, we have
ordered several hundred additional
titles for Library2Go. Our focus is on
ordering digital material and we will
continue to add titles to the collection.
I’ve been asked about offering curb-side
pick-up services during the pandemic.
The Library Team has discussed this,
and as much as we want to serve and
provide you with material, we value the
health and wellbeing of our staff and
patrons above all else, and do not feel
it would be a safe option at this time.
The most common question is “When will
the Library reopen?” We look forward
to the day when social distancing is no
longer necessary, based on guidance
from Governor Burgum, and we will
reopen at that time. In the meantime,
please know that we miss you all,
hope you are safe, and doing well.
Christine Kujawa, Director

Christine Kujawa
Director
Nancy Guy Bismarck City Commission

Library Liaison
Kathleen Jones
Burleigh County

Commission Library Liaison
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
Support Your Neighborhood Little Free Library
While the Library
is closed and
unable to accept
new donations
for the Friends of
the Library’s used
book sale, please
consider donating
your books to a
Little Free Library.
The Little Free
Libraries in our
community have
seen a huge increase in traffic over the
past weeks, and there is a need for many
of them to be re-stocked.

If there is a Little Free Library in your
neighborhood, consider taking some
of your used books in good condition
along on your daily walk to help re-stock
it as you pass by. If there isn’t a Little
Free Library in your neighborhood, it’s
easy to find one in another area. Visit
the Friends of the Library’s website at

https://friendsofthebismarckpubliclibrary.
wildapricot.org/little-free-libraries/ to find

information on the 13 Little Free Libraries
that have been placed around Bismarck
with the assistance of the Friends of the
Bismarck Public Library.
There are also many other Little Free
Libraries in Bismarck. You can find the
locations of many of them at
https://littlefreelibrary.org/ourmap/.
Thank you for your continued generosity
and for sharing your used books with the
Friends of the Bismarck Public Library!

Contact Us
Friends of the
Bismarck Public Library
515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, ND 58501
friendsofbismarckpl@gmail.com
701-355-1483

Friends of BPL
Board of Directors
Michaelanne Jones, President
Sarah Weigel, Vice President
Keith Demke, Treasurer

Thank you for supporting
our Spring Used Book
Sale! Just over $20,000
was raised to support
the programs and
services of the Library!

Don Allen, Membership
Amy Dellefield
Annette Funk
Rosemary Pedersen
Dale Wetzel
Elizabeth Jacobs, Library Staff Rep.

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF THE BISMARCK PUBLIC LIBRARY

___ YES, I’ll Be A Friend!
___ RENEW My Membership
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
__ Individual����������������$10

__ Individual Life���$100

__ Family�����������������������$20

__ Couple Life��������$150

__ Contributing��������$50

__ Best Friend��������$250

I’m interested in participating
in the following:
__ Semi-annual Book Sales
__ Book Sale Committee
__ Ice Cream Social

Personal Enrichment For All

���������������������������������������������������������������������
NAME

���������������������������������������������������������������������
ADDRESS

���������������������������������������������������������������������
CITY

STATE

ZIP

_____________________________ ���������������������������������������
PHONE

EMAIL

(Receive NL By Email? Yes or No)

Complete this form, make check payable to and mail to:
Friends of the Bismarck Public Library · 515 N 5th St. · Bismarck, ND 58501
You can become a member online, credit card payments accepted:

www.friendsofthebismarckpubliclibrary.wildapricot.org/Join-Us
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LIBRARY NEWS
Community Art Brightens up the Library

We’re Here to Help!
While the library is temporarily
closed to the public, our dedicated
staff members continue to serve our
community. A reference librarian is
available by phone from 9:00 AM
to 5:00 PM, Monday through
Friday to answer questions, provide
assistance with library cards, and
help with accessing our remotely
available resources, such as ebooks,
digital audiobooks and magazines,
interactive books for children,
and so much more. You can also
reach a librarian via email or
Facebook Messenger. Our creative
programming staff is also working
to provide new and innovative
programs to keep people of all
ages learning and engaged with
reading during this time – find out
more on page 6. To stay in the loop
with our evolving slate of online
programs, such as story time with
Miss Sparkles on Facebook Live
and reading challenges for children
and adults, follow the library on
Facebook or visit our website.
Though it may not be in person, the
library’s dedicated staff members
continue to be on duty to provide
information, learning resources, and
enrichment opportunities to help
our community get through this
difficult time, however long it might
last – let us know how we can help!

Thanks to local mural artist Mel Gordon, we now have two very impressive murals
gracing the walls of the Library. One is located above the stairway in the meeting room
area, and the other is located in the main floor commons area. Stop by once we reopen and take in all the wonder of these unique pieces of art! Thanks to the Bismarck
Library Foundation for funding this project!

Thank you Friends of the Library!
Thanks to a generous donation from the Friends of the Bismarck Public Library, we
now have brand new chairs in all three of our meeting rooms. These new chairs replace
the original ones from the 1980s addition to the Library. The Friends of the Library
have also funded the purchase of a second self-checkout station, which has been set up
and is ready for use at the entrance to the Children’s Library. We can’t wait for you to
try out these new additions once the Library re-opens!

Contact Us
By phone: 701-355-1480
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM Monday-Friday
By email:
ask.a.librarian@bismarcklibrary.org
Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/bismarcklibrary
Visit us: www.bismarcklibrary.org
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LIBRARY NEWS
New Bookmobile Ready to Roll Soon
The Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc.
is happy to announce a new Burleigh
County Bookmobile will soon be rolling
into town! The Foundation helped raise
more than its goal of $150,000 to pay for
the construction of a new Bookmobile.
The fundraising goal was achieved with
the help of six grants, three business
partnerships, a large contribution from a
family estate, board member donations,
money raised at the Art of Books
fundraiser, and overall, donations from
more than 287 individuals and businesses.
The Burleigh County Bookmobile has
served the residents of Burleigh County
since 1975. The current library-on-wheels
needs to be replaced from pulling in more
than 129,000 miles of service and 20 years
of use. The new Bookmobile will have an
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approximate lifespan of 20 years and will
be ready to roll very soon.
This campaign is being funded by people
who love the Bookmobile and want to see
it continue doing good work. The MAGIC
SCHOOL BUS level donors are as follows:
• American Bank Center
• Otto Bremer Trust
• Sanford Community Relations on
Behalf of Sanford Health
• Tom and Frances Leach Foundation
• Midco *In-Kind Gift of
Advertisement Airtime
• Sally Oremland Estate
We will invite you back to see the new
Bookmobile as soon as it arrives!

ENRICHMENT AT A DISTANCE
Social Distancing Reading Challenge
Reading is NOT cancelled! Try to give
your mind a break and get reading while
social distancing! Log your books, read,
and complete fun at-home activities. All

Story Time Home
Edition
The Library may be closed, but we
can still be together! Tune in to
Facebook Live for story time with
Miss Sparkles. The Puppets are
taking a sabbatical, but there will
still be books, songs, and drumming.
Visit our Facebook page for
dates and times.

participants will be entered to win a $25
Gifted Bean Coffee Shop Gift Certificate.
Open to Bismarck and Burleigh
County patrons 18+.

Spring Into Reading Challenge
Put some spring in your step and get
reading! Log 360 minutes (6 hours) and
complete some fun at-home activities to
be entered into a prize drawing for a gift
certificate to The Gifted Bean Coffee Shop

in the Library. Gift certificates can be used
for ice cream, Italian sodas, and other fun
treats. Ready, set, bloom! Open to kids
(babies/toddlers through 5th grade).

Get registered, track your reading, and complete the challenges using our new online
reading challenge platform called Beanstack. You can access Beanstack and our
reading challenges online or via any mobile device using the Beanstack app. Sign up
for Beanstack and register for one of our online reading challenges at bismarcklibrary.
beanstack.com/reader365

Share Love •
Share a Haiku
Back by Popular
Demand -- It’s Haiku!
Haiku is a Japanese poetry form
traditionally written in 3 lines with
5 syllables in the 1st line, 7 syllables
in the 2nd line, and 5 syllables
in the 3rd line.
Example:
Giving it a try,
I’m a newbie to e-books
My world expanded!
You may submit as many entries as
you like. All of your entries must
be original and must not have been
published previously. By entering
our contest, you give us permission
to post your entries in the Bismarck
Veterans Memorial Public Library
and its social media for advertising
& marketing purposes. This contest
is open to all ages!
http://bismarcklibrary.org/265/
Haiku-Contest

Little Songbirds LIVE!
Join us for Little Songbirds on Facebook
Live every Thursday, until May 7th!
Grab your little(s), grab a shaker,
and enjoy music from your home!
Music is geared towards kids ages 0-5,
encouraging developmental milestones,
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socialization, and self-expression! Hosted
by Solstice Music Therapy Services and
Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public
Library — https://www.facebook.com/
events/517985965771315/
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YOUR LIBRARY @ HOME
Library2Go

Our library of ebooks and digital
audiobooks is available 24/7 from any
mobile device or computer. To get started
on a mobile device: 1) download the
Libby app from your device’s app store;
2) Find our library; 3) Enter your library
card number; 4) Borrow a title and start
reading or listening. You can read or
listen online, or download your books to
read or listen offline. You can also access
Library2Go via an Internet browser at
ndlibrary2go.overdrive.com.

TumbleBook Library

The TumbleBookLibrary features
animated talking picture books, readalong chapter books, and more for kids in
grades K-6. Our library offers unlimited,
free access to this wonderful resource,
which you can access anytime, anywhere
using an Internet-connected computer
or mobile device and your library card.
Download the TumbleBooks app from
your device’s app store to get started
or visit http://www.bismarcklibrary.
org/218/Childrens-Resources and click
on TumbleBooks for Children.

Library2Go
Screening Room

documentaries, and more. Visit https://
ndlibrary2go.overdrive.com/library/
screening-room from any web browser,
or download the OverDrive app to your
Android, iOS, or Fire device. (Streaming
video is not available through the Libby
app). Videos are streaming only and
can’t be downloaded, so you’ll need an
Internet connection to watch them.
As streaming videos consume a lot of
data, we recommend streaming over a
Wi-Fi connection.

Universal Class

Learn something new today! Universal
Class offers over 500 CEU level courses
covering 30 different subject areas,
including: computer training; career
training; personal finance; how to/do it
yourself; pet and animal care; arts, crafts,
and hobbies, and much more. Now is
a great time to develop a new skill or
take up a new hobby! Visit http://www.
bismarcklibrary.org/223/CareersContinuing-Education.

Mango Languages

Watch streaming video for free from your
computer or mobile device through the
Library2Go Screening Room. Over 1,100
titles are available to borrow, including
movies for all ages, television series,

Mango is a personalized, adaptive
language-learning tool, offering
courses in over 70 world languages,
including English. Visit http://www.
bismarcklibrary.org/228/Languages to
get started with Mango, or download the
Mango Languages app from your device’s
app store for learning anywhere.
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RBDigital Magazines
Borrow digital issues of many of the
most popular magazines anytime,
anywhere. RBDigital offers full-color
digital versions of magazines you can
find on newsstands right now. You
can borrow an unlimited number of
magazines and keep them as long as
you’d like! Download the RBDigital
app on any mobile device and create
an account using your library card,
or visit https://www.rbdigital.
com/northdakotastatend/service/
magazines/landing.

NoveList Plus
Have you made it through your tobe-read pile and find yourself at a loss
for what to read next? Do you want
to help your child find just the right
book to read? Check out NoveList Plus,
your one-stop online guide to great
reading. If you’ve just finished a great
book, log into NoveList Plus and find
great read-alikes. There are also lists of
recommended reads and award-winning
books, reviews, book discussion guides,
and much more. Visit our website at
http://www.bismarcklibrary.org/217/
Books-Literature, and click on
NoveList Plus to get started.

There’s More
To Explore!
The Library offers many more online
resources and research tools, covering
topic areas such as investing, local
history, student resources, magazines
and journals, newspapers, and more!
Visit our website at http://www.
bismarcklibrary.org/202/Databases
to explore our complete collection of
databases and digital media resources.

515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, ND 58501-4057
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