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Library Connections
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LIBRARY NEWS
The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) announced on March 11 that
Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library is among the 30 finalists for the 2019
National Medal for Museum and Library Service.

After an 11-year career in broadcast
journalism at TV stations in
Bismarck and Rapid City, SD,
Amber Schatz has joined the
Library team as Executive Director
of Bismarck Library Foundation,
Inc. Her love of libraries and
reading began as a child growing up
in the small town of New England,
ND and continued through a
college work study assignment at
the Chester Fritz Library at the
University of North Dakota. Today,
Amber enjoys sharing the joy of
books and the wonders of the
Children’s Library with her
daughter Daisy. She is excited to
continue the positive relationships
with existing supporters of the
Library and to begin building new
connections with individuals,
families, and businesses in the
community. Welcome, Amber!
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“The 30 National Medal finalists showcase the tremendous ability of libraries and
museums to serve as vital community resources,” said IMLS Director Dr.
Kathryn K. Matthew. “The Institute of Museum and Library Services is honored to
recognize these leading institutions. We congratulate them on the work they are
doing across the United States.”
The National Medal is the nation’s highest honor given to museums and libraries
for service to their communities. For 25 years, the award has celebrated institutions
that demonstrate extraordinary and innovative approaches to public service and are
making a difference for individuals, families, and communities. Finalists are chosen
because of their significant and exceptional contributions to their communities.
Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library is the first library in ND to receive this
honor.
“We are committed to serving and meeting the needs of our community through
personal enrichment opportunities,” said Bismarck Library Director
Christine Kujawa. “We are honored to be a 2019 National Medal for Museum and
Library Service finalist.”
National Medal winners will be announced later this spring. Representatives from
winning institutions will be honored for their extraordinary contributions at the
National Medal Ceremony on June 12 in Washington, D.C. To see the full list of
finalists and learn more about the National Medal, visit the IMLS website.

www.bismarcklibrary.org

701-355-1480

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
Friends of the Bismarck Public Library

Join your fellow Friends of the Library members for dinner,
socializing, fantastic prize drawings, an update on the
organization, and a wonderful guest speaker!

ANNUAL MEETING

There is no cost to attend. Please RSVP by Friday, April 5.

Three ways to RSVP:
RSVP online at: http://signup.com/go/hCsoBLD
RSVP by email to friendsofbismarckpl@gmail.com; or
RSVP by phone by calling the Library at 701-355-1483.
Dinner for current members who have RSVP'd will be catered by Ruby Tuesday and
will be served from 6:00 to 6:30 PM.
** Dinner will NOT be served after 6:30 PM **
The business meeting and guest speaker are open to the general public.

& MEMBERSHIP DINNER
Tuesday, April 9
Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library - Meeting Room A

Special guest speaker:

Sue Balcom

Registration 5:30-6:00 PM
Membership Dinner 6:00-6:30 PM
Business Meeting 6:45 PM
Guest Speaker 7:15 PM

Local author & Owner of Root Sellers Farm
Sue is a regular guest on Prairie Public Radio’s Main Street, discussing
community, family, and culinary traditions of North Dakota.

___________________________________

Yes

Name

I’ll be a Friend!

_____________________________

Annual Membership Categories:
___ Individual
___ Family
___ Contributing
___ Individual Life
___ Couple Life
___ Best Friend

Street

Renew
My Membership

_____________________________
City

State

Zip

_____________________________
Phone

Fill out this form and make
your check payable to:
Friends of the
Bismarck Public Library
515 N 5th St.
Bismarck, ND 58501
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$10.00
$20.00
$50.00
$100.00
$150.00
$250.00

I’m interested in participating in the following:
___ Semi-annual Book Sales
___ Book Sale Committee ___ Ice Cream Social

_____________________________
Receive newsletter by email?

Yes

No

Email

BECOME A MEMBER ONLINE!!!
https://friendsofthebismarckpubliclibrary.wildapricot.org/Join-Us
[Credit card payments accepted]

Personal enrichment for all

For All Ages
Saturday, May 4
10:00 AM-6:00 PM
Bismarck Event Center
We are back for round three!
Bismarck Comic Con is excited to
have a new name and be at a larger
venue to offer even more
opportunities for you to express
your love of geek culture. This
year’s Bis-Con will feature a wide
array of activities and attractions
including:
















Vendors
Artist’s Alley
Board Games
Table Top RPG
Real Life Superheroes
Magic the Gathering
Costume Contest
Face Painting
Video Games
Panels with local authors and
artists
Animals from Furry Friends
Rockin’ Rescue
Kids’ Crafts
Trivia with the Cashman
Auctionisters
Discovery Dome
And more!

Keep an eye on our website and
Facebook page for more details and
information as the event date
approaches. We hope to see you
there! May the 4th be with you!
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Meeting Room A
Movies are free and open to the
public. Metal chairs are provided.
Covered drinks and snacks are
welcome. Parents and guardians are
responsible for minors attending
films.

Avengers: Infinity War (PG-13)
Tuesday, April 23, 6:00 PM
Before you see Avengers: Endgame
(opening April 26) get caught up
with all the events of Avengers:
Infinity War.

Mary Poppins Returns (PG)
Tuesday, May 14, 6:00 PM

Mortal Engines (PG-13)
Tuesday, May 28, 6:00 PM

Monday, April 29, 6:30 PM
Meeting Room A
Make something for your lovable fluff
ball at home or for a local rescue
organization. We will be making crafts
for kitties! We are partnering with
Furry Friends Rockin' Rescue for this
cat-tacular event. The event is open to
all ages. Children under age 10 must
be accompanied by an adult or
caregiver aged 12+.

Spider-Man: Into the SpiderVerse (PG)
Tuesday, June 11, 6:00 PM

Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of
Grindelwald (PG-13)
Tuesday, June 25, 6:00 PM

Newsletter via Email
Subscribe to our free, eco-friendly
newsletter, and the latest news about
the Library will be delivered directly
to your inbox! Library Connections
is published quarterly in January,
April, July, and October. To
subscribe just send an email to
bplnews@bismarcklibrary.org, and
you will be added to our list.

www.bismarcklibrary.org

Saturday, May 11, 10:30-11:30 AM
Meeting Room A
Enjoy a family concert of this unique
West African harp - the kora. Mr.
Gaskell features
traditional songs
on this 21-string
harp that he
learned to play
throughout the
course of multiple
visits to its
homeland in
Gambia, West
Africa. Gaskell
will play the instrument and also
provide explanation to the audience.
This event is open to all ages.

701-355-1480

Children & Teens
Thursday, May 9, 4:30-4:50 PM
Story Room
Join dancers from Northern Plains
Dance as they provide a preview of
their upcoming ballet, Rapunzel. The
story overview and a scene or two
will be presented. This event is
appropriate for all ages.

Friday, May 31
10:00 AM-3:00 PM
North Dakota Heritage Center
Join us for our annual kick-off to
summer reading at the ND Heritage
Center. This year's space-centered
theme is A Universe of Stories.
Highlights include performances by
Midwest children's musician
Leonardo, a make-and-take LEGO®
project, and viewing of a space suit on
loan from NASA, among other great
activities. Sign up for summer reading
and enjoy the day! A complete
schedule of performances will be
available closer to the date. This event
is free to attend. A low-cost lunch will
be available for purchase.

Monday, April 22, 1:30 PM
Story Room
Ralph Breaks the Internet (PG)
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Thursdays: April 25, May 30, &
June 27
3:30-4:30 PM
Story Room
Youth ages 10 and up meet to build
with LEGO® bricks. Junior Makers
ages 5-9 are welcome with a parent
or guardian. The Library has a
collection of LEGO® bricks and
minifigures for children to use.
Please leave your own at home!

Saturdays: April 6, May 11
1:00-3:00 PM
Teen HQ
Show off your skills against other
teens and compete for prizes! We
play a variety of games throughout
the year. All skill levels are welcome.

Personal enrichment for all

Sunday, April 28, 2:00 PM
Teen HQ
If you are a superfan, you will
surely want to attend this class
where you'll learn how to make
your own signpost, leading the way
to your favorite fandom world.
With the help of local artist Ali
LaRock, you can explore simple
ways to tap into your own
imagination and create something
really special! Open to middle and
high school students only,
preregistration is required to attend
this event. Call 355-1489 or stop by
the Children's Information Desk to
register starting April 1.

Tuesdays: April 16 & 30, May 14
7:00-8:30 PM
Teen HQ
Board games are more than just
Monopoly. Try to escape a haunted
house, stop a global pandemic, or
become the best ninja delivery
person in your company! Come join
us to learn new and exciting
tabletop games.

Adults
Wednsdays: April 3, 10, 17, & 24
6:30-7:45 PM
Missouri River Room
Practice speaking English without
fear of making mistakes. You will
improve the conversation skills that
will make you a better worker,
student, and community member. In
a relaxed, small-group setting, you’ll
meet people from all over the world.
All levels of English are accepted!
Sponsored by the Friends of the
Bismarck Public Library

All classes last approximately one
hour. Call the Library or stop by the
Information Desk to register.

Tuesdays: 10:00 AM
April 9, 16, 23, & 30
May 7, 14, 21, & 28
Meeting Room A
Join instructor Craig Triplett for a
free beginning Tai Chi course. No
registration required, and no need to
bring a mat—just bring yourself!
Comfortable, loose clothing is
recommended.

Sunday, Apr. 28, 1:00 PM
Laughing Sun Brewing Company
1023 E Front Ave.
Join us for our third annual Adult
Spelling Bee! This event is open to
anyone 21+. Teams of 2-4 people will
participate in a friendly spelling
contest, with prizes awarded.
Pre-registration is encouraged. Call
355-1485 or e-mail
smatthews@bismarcklibrary.org to
register. Teams can also register at the
door. This event is free to attend.
Alcoholic and non-alcoholic
beverages and food will be available
for purchase.

Thursday, May 2, 7:00 PM
Meeting Room B
Get inspired to do some spring
cleaning! Professional Organizer
Laura Suchy will provide tips and
tricks to help you learn how to deal
with different types of clutter.

Computer & Internet Basics
Friday, April 5, 11:00 AM
Executive Conference Room

Social Media Showcase
Wednesday, April 17, 2:00 PM
Executive Conference Room

Beginning Microsoft Word
Thursday, May 9, 2:00 PM
Executive Conference Room

Intro to iPads
Wednesday, May 15, 1:00 PM
Meeting Room B
Please bring your own device for a
hands-on experience!

6

Spring 2019

Saturday, April 13,
1:30-3:00 PM
Tuesday, May 14,
6:30-8:00 PM
Saturday, June 15,
1:30-3:00 PM
Executive Conference Room
This free class is an introduction to
online genealogy research tools.
Registration is required. Stop by the
Information Desk or call 355-1480
to register.

www.bismarcklibrary.org

Wednesdays: 1:00 PM
Missouri River Room
April 10 - Susan Elia
MacNeal
May 8 - Robert B. Parker
June 12 - Sophie Hannah
Meet up with others and discuss your
favorite mystery authors. Feel free to
read one or more books by the author
(the library has copies) and come
ready to discuss their work. The group
is open to all.
701-355-1480

Outreach
The Burleigh County Bookmobile has been serving neighborhoods, assisted
living centers, and rural schools throughout Burleigh County for over 40 years.
The current bookmobile vehicle has logged over 122,000 miles over its 19 years
and 13,000 hours of service. Though it’s been a great vehicle, mechanical issues,
exterior deterioration, and general wear and tear mean that the time has come
to turn a new page and purchase a new bookmobile. The Bismarck Library
Foundation will soon be sponsoring a capital campaign to raise funds to
complete the purchase of a new vehicle. These funds, in addition to money set
aside in a bookmobile replacement fund, will bring the residents of Burleigh
County a brand new library on wheels, which will feature:
 Adjustable shelving and floor level book bins to allow easier browsing for
children
 81” interior height for ease of movement for adults
 Free onboard WiFi and a high definition monitor to display information
about library services and database tutorials
 Auxiliary battery bank with generator backup, for more environmentally
friendly and quieter vehicle operation
 Distributed heating and cooling throughout the interior
 Visually appealing exterior graphics
 2,100 linear inches of shelving, allowing for a collection of 3,000 items
This new bookmobile will ensure that the citizens of Burleigh County have
local access to library services well into the future. Keep an eye on the Library’s
website and Facebook page for more information on the Bismarck Library
Foundation’s capital campaign to raise funds for the new vehicle.

Contact Us
515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501
(701) 355-1480
www.bismarcklibrary.org

Mission
Collecting, organizing, and providing open
access to educational, informational,
recreational, and cultural resources

Vision
Personal enrichment for all

Hours

Monday-Thursday
9:00 AM-9:00 PM
Friday-Saturday
9:00 AM-6:00 PM
Sunday
1:00 PM-6:00 PM

Telephone Numbers
Main Desk
Administration
Bookmobile
Youth Services
Interlibrary Loan
Foundation
Friends
Meeting Room
Reservations

355-1480
355-1484
355-1491
355-1489
355-1487
355-1494
355-1483
355-1484

Library Board of Directors

Rendering of the new bookmobile vehicle

“The Bookmobile is very important to me. There are lots of people who live
in the county and do not have access to a library. I love when the
Bookmobile comes to my school. The staff is so friendly and they know what
books I like.” - Ty, Manning School
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Michael Schaff, President
Bob Bartosh, Vice President
Pat Grantier
Joyce Hinman
Sue Sorlie
Christine Kujawa, Director
Nancy Guy-Bismarck City Commission
Library Liaison
Kathleen Jones-Burleigh County
Commission Library Liaison

515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, ND 58501-4057
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Saturday, May 4—Bismarck Event Center

bis-con.com

