Summer 2017

Volume 13, Issue 3

Library Connections
Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library
100 Years of Excellence 1917-2017

Summer Fun Starts @ the Library
The past few months have been a blur of activity here at the
Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library. We had a fantastic time
celebrating the Library’s 100th anniversary throughout the month of
May. From the open house and band night parade at the beginning
of the month to the Library history presentation and a visit from
president Theodore Roosevelt at the end, we enjoyed gathering with
community members to reminisce about the Library’s past and
celebrate our commitment to serving the community into the next
100 years. If you are interested in learning more about our history
and seeing how the Library has evolved over the years, check out
our fantastic Library history video, “Celebrating 100 Years,” at
http://bit.ly/2qKYFBV.
We also held the very first Bismarck Comic Con in May, and it was a
smashing success, with over 1,100 people in attendance! The
summer reading program kicked off in June, with the Summer
Reading Celebration at the North Dakota Heritage Center, a visit
from magician Jeff Quinn, and fun with musical performers Jack
and Kitty.
Summer activities at the Library are just getting started—there’s a lot
more to come for people of all ages! See our Upcoming Events
column and the Library’s website for program dates and
information.

Kids had a blast making LEGO
creations at the Summer Reading
Celebration.

There were a lot of great costumes at our
very first Bismarck Comic Con!

Upcoming Events
Lobby Display:
History of the Bismarck Public Library –100 Years
Adult Programs:
July 11 Library @ Founder’s Day 5:00 PM - 8:00
PM
July 12 Mystery Lover’s Book Club—Author Lisa
Gardner 1:00 PM
July 13 Beginning E-mail class 10:00 AM
July 13 Cookbook Club: Desserts 6:30 PM
July 17 Painting Class 6:30 PM-8:30 PM
July 24 GameChanger 101: Criminal Justice
discussion series 7:00 PM
July 25 Basic Genealogy class 6:30 PM-8:00 PM
August 9 Mystery Lover’s Book Club– Author
James Runcie 1:00 PM
August 10 Cookbook Club: Appetizers 6:30 PM
August 16 Computer & Internet Basics Class 11:00
AM
August 17 Project Service Connect @ the Library
12:00 PM - 5:00 PM
August 24 Social Media Showcase 1:00 PM-2:00
PM
August 28 Game Changer 101: Criminal Justice
discussion series 7:00 PM
September 5 Reader’s Voice Book Discussion
“Commonwealth” 7:00 PM
September 12 Basic Genealogy class 6:30 PM-8:00
PM
September 13 Mystery Lover’s Book Club—Author
Anne Perry 1:00 PM
September 25 GameChanger 101: Criminal Justice
discussion series 7:00 PM
For children’s and teen events, and for further
details on all Library events, please see our
Library Events Calendar.

Director’s Corner
Christine Kujawa - Library Director
This past May, we celebrated our 100 Year Anniversary with
several events. Thanks to all of you who attended and shared
the information with your family and friends. We had a great
turnout at the events, and everyone who attended, including
staff, had a good time.
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Mission
Collecting, organizing, and
providing open access to
educational, informational,
recreational, and cultural resources

Vision
Offering information, ideas, and
personal enrichment to all

Hours

Friday-Saturday
9:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Newsletter via
Email

Sunday
1:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Subscribe to our free,
eco-friendly newsletter,
and the latest news about
the Library will be
delivered directly to your inbox! To
subscribe just send an email to
bplnews@bismarcklibrary.org, and you
will be added to our list.

Telephone Numbers
355-1480
355-1484
355-1491
355-1489
355-1487
355-1494
355-1483
355-1484

Library Board of Directors
Joyce Hinman, President
Pat Grantier, Vice President
Bob Bartosh
Michael Fladeland
Michael Schaff
Christine Kujawa, Director
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Today, we have a collection of over 290,000 items and the Library team consists of
43 part-time and 16 full-time employees. The population of
Bismarck is now close to 70,000, and we have over 45,000
citizens with library cards. The 385,000 annual visits to the
Library reflect the community’s need for this essential public
service.
We’ve certainly thrived over the past 100 years, and we are
excited to move forward with the community through the next
century. Thank you for your continued support of the Library,
literacy, and personal enrichment opportunities for all.
Florence H. Davis

Monday-Thursday
9:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Main Desk
Administration
Bookmobile
Youth Services
Interlibrary Loan
Foundation
Friends
Meeting Room
Reservations

How much has changed at the Library over the past 100
years? When the Library first opened, it started with a collection of 4,000 books and
our first librarian Florence H. Davis ran the operations. Soon after opening, the
population of Bismarck was close to 7,000, and 1,800 citizens had library cards.

Hidden Object!
Find the Bookworm!
Locate the bookworm in the
pages of this newsletter, and you could
win a gift certificate from the Gifted Bean
Coffee House! If you find it, email
bplnews@bismarcklibrary.org with the
specific location. The first person to
respond correctly wins!
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Library History
Books Available
Frontier Days to the 21st Century:
A History of the Bismarck Public
Library was written by Head of

Reference Kate Waldera to
commemorate the Library’s 100th
anniversary. Free copies of the book
are available at the Library’s
Information Desk. Stop by to pick
one up while they last.

Contact Us

Updates From Your Friends
We are happy to announce the addition of three more Little Free
Libraries to our community! These Little Free Libraries were
purchased through a grant from the Women’s Leadership Program
through the Center for Technology & Business. The FOL Board
of Directors had the difficult task of choosing only three recipients
from the more than 30 applications that were received. The
libraries were awarded to the enthusiastic homeowners on:
Pointe Loop
East Wachter Avenue
New York Street

Friends of the
Bismarck Public Library
515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, ND 58501
friendsofbismarckpl@gmail.com
701-355-1483

Join Us
You are invited to the Friends’ monthly business
meetings, held the 2nd Tuesday of each month in the
Library’s Missouri River Room at 7:00 PM.
No meetings July & December

Become a Member
Become a member by completing the form below and
returning it to the Library with membership dues, or
join online at:
https://friendsofthebismarckpubliclibrary.wildapricot.org/

Summer is a great time to get
out and explore the
community, and if you happen
upon a Little Free Library in
your travels, you might
discover your next favorite
book as well! For a complete
list and map of all of the FOLsupported Little Free Libraries
in Bismarck, visit our website at:
https://friendsofthebismarckpubliclibrary.wildapricot.org/

Friends of BPL Board of Directors
Jennifer Bandy, President
Dale Wetzel, Vice President
Michael Weisbeck, Treasurer
Don Allen, Membership
Darlene Faber
Barb Handy-Marchello
Michaelanne Jones
Carolyn Twingley

Library Staff Representative
Elizabeth Jacobs, Assistant Director

Become a Member of the Friends of the Bismarck Public Library
___________________________________

Yes
I’ll be a Friend!

Renew
My Support!

Name

_____________________________
Street

_____________________________
City

State

___ Individual
___ Family
___ Contributing
___ Individual Life
___ Couple Life
___ Best Friend

I’m interested in participating in the following

_____________________________
_____________________________
Email

Receive newsletter by email?

Yes

___
___
___
___
___

Semi-annual Book Sales
Book Sale Committee
Ice Cream Social
National Friends of Libraries Week
Nominating Committee

No

FRIENDS OF THE BISMARCK PUBLIC LIBRARY
515 North Fifth Street ~ Bismarck, ND 58501 ~ friendsofbismarckpl@gmail.com
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$10.00
$20.00
$50.00
$100.00
$150.00
$250.00

Zip

Phone

Fill out this form and make
your check payable to:

Annual Membership Categories:

Offering information, ideas, and personal enrichment to all

Employee Recognition

Thank You Boy Scout Troop 73

The Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library held its
annual Part-Time Service Award Ceremony on June 9,
2017. The ceremony honors the Library’s part-time
employees when they reach their 5-year increment
anniversaries. This year we honored five employees:

Thank you to Boy Scout Troop 73 for stopping over this
past May to pick up garbage around the Library grounds
and sweep the sidewalks. By the time they were finished
they had several bags full of elm tree seeds! Good job,
Troop 73!

LaVilla Opp - 30 years
June Preszler - 25 years
Mary Miller - 15 years
Debb Lorenz - 10 years
Ann Mayher - 10 years

DatabaseConnect

Garden Club @ the Library

Have you struggled to keep order among the titles in your
favorite fiction series? Are you eagerly awaiting the next
novel in a series? The answer for you is Fantastic Fiction.
This free website has bibliographies for over 40,000
authors and information on over 500,000 titles. You can
explore series by author or by genre, which includes
horror, thrillers, inspirational, literary fiction, romantic
suspense, historical mystery, western, and science
fiction/fantasy.

Thank you to members of the Bismarck-Mandan
Garden Club for purchasing and planting flowers in our
planters! We really appreciate that they’ve chosen the
Library as one of their ongoing volunteer sites.

Fantastic Fiction comes to your aid again when you are
searching for book club reading lists. Scroll down to the
“Other Pages” section and click on “Awards.” Lists
include Edgar Awards, Hugo Awards, and Pultizer Prize
for Fiction.
Questions???
Contact our Information Desk at 355-1480.
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Upcoming Library Programs for Adults
Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library invites all area adults to get out and build a better world by attending a
Library program this summer. See our website for more details and information.

GameChanger 101

Back for a second year, we are partnering with the ND Humanities Council to bring a book discussion series to the
Library. The theme this year is “In Justice” focusing on various aspects of Criminal Justice. Sessions will be led by Dr.
Chad Litton, chair of the Criminal Justice program at the University of Mary. The sessions will be held the fourth
Monday of the month at the Bismarck Public Library. Look for the book display at the library with more information
and the books available for check out.

Painting Class Monday, July 17, 6:30 PM-8:30 PM

Artist Nina Loeks will lead the class in creating a book-themed acrylic painting. Everyone will leave with a 16 X 20
canvas painting. Supplies are included. Free class! - Call the library to register. Class size is limited to 10 adults.

Mystery Lover’s Book Club Wednesdays July 12, August 9, and September 13 at 1:00 PM—Missouri River Room
Calling all mystery lovers! Come along to our new group to meet up with others and discuss your favorite mystery
authors. Feel free to read one or more books by the author (the Library has copies) and come ready to discuss their
work. The group is open to all—no registration required.

New! Cookbook Club Thursday, July 13, 6:30 PM-Desserts Thursday, August 10, 6:30 PM-Appetizers

We’re kicking off a new kind of book club for the summer, where participants bring recipes and dishes to share.
Each month features a different theme. There is a display at the library with cookbooks if you need inspiration.
For more information call 355-1485, or email smatthews@bismarcklibrary.org.

President Theodore Roosevelt Visits the Library
On May 24, patrons were given a special treat. The twenty-sixth
President of the United States, Theodore Roosevelt visited the
Library, in honor of its 100th year of service. Roosevelt was not
only a politician, but also a historian, naturalist, and
conservationist.
A great crowd of over 180 people gathered in Meeting Room A
to listen to Roosevelt discuss his time in ND, his
relationship with Andrew Carnegie, and the importance of books
and reading.
We were honored to have him here.

The President discussing the importance of a
“Square Deal” and equal opportunities

“Now and then I am asked as to ‘what books a statesman should read,’ and my answer
is, poetry and novels – including short stories under the head of novels. I don’t mean
that he should read only novels and modern poetry. If he cannot also enjoy the
Hebrew prophets and the Greek dramatists, he should be sorry. He ought to read
interesting books on history and government, and books of science and philosophy;
and really good books on these subjects are as enthralling as any fiction ever written.”
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100th Anniversary Celebration Snapshots
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Puppets Speak

Teen Happenings

by Colette, a Puppet Friend of the Children’s Library

Teen Headquarters has been buzzing this
summer. With school being out, the hours for
HQ have expanded. We are so happy that
teens have been enjoying all that we have to
offer, whether they come to play games, make
crafts, or hang out with friends. Students who
will be entering the 6th grade this fall are
invited to attend all teen programs this
summer and to use HQ. For students who do
not have a student ID yet, please see Laura in
Youth Services. We can make an ID just for
use in HQ. Movies, crafts, games, and a lockin are just some of the activities that we are
offering for teens this summer! Check out the
Library’s website for more information.

Yellow slide calls out.
Summer days blow by like wind.
Slide down...whoosh! Fall comes.
—Traci Juhala
Sometimes the best explanation is the
shortest. We puppets have limited time
to express ourselves, so haiku poetry
appeals to us. According to the
Academy of American Poets
(www.poets.org), “A traditional
Japanese haiku is a three-line poem
with seventeen syllables, written in a
Colette enjoying the summer
5/7/5 syllable count. Often focusing
on images from nature, haiku emphasizes simplicity, intensity, and
directness of expression.”
Considering how short and precious our summer season in the
North is, a haiku seems especially appropriate. We enjoy and savor
those days of being able to go outside with impunity. Even so, there
is still time to stop inside for a spell. If a short reprieve from the
summer heat is desired, be sure to visit us at the Library. From
Summer Reading to magic shows, movies to Lego Club, there is a
little something for everyone. We also have many resources to give
you ideas for enhancing your outdoor world. There are books on
building a perfect deck, repairing your car, grilling, or learning tai chi.
Stop by the Library and find out how the Library can help you enjoy
your summer to the fullest.

Library Honors Volunteers
On May 22, the Library held its annual Volunteer
Ceremony. Library Board Trustee Michael J.B. Schaff
acknowledged the contributions that volunteers make to the
Library and the role they play in creating an atmosphere
that makes the Library an inviting place to visit. Library
Director Christine Kujawa thanked volunteers for choosing
the Library to donate their time and recognized them for
sharing their skills, experiences, and ideas. “This is an
opportunity to contribute to our community, and work with
Library employees and other volunteers” said library
volunteer Hal Neff. In 2016, the Library had sixteen
ongoing volunteers and 22 temporary volunteers. They
collectively provided the Library with 1,280 hours of work!
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Perler beads are a favorite!
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