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Let the Celebration Begin!

Upcoming Events
Lobby Display:
Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library’s 100th
Anniversary
Adult Programs:
Apr 12 Mystery Lover’s Book Club—Author Alan
Bradley 1:00-2:00 PM
Apr 20 Social Media Showcase 10:00 AM
Apr 20 Great Books Discussion Group 7:00 PM
Apr 22 Pine Needle Basket Class 9:00 AM-4:00 PM
Apr 25 Classic Movie - Rear Window 6:00 PM
Apr 27 Seniors Speak Writing Workshop 2:00 PM
Apr 27 Author Debra Marquart 7:00 PM
May 2 Reader’s Voice Book Discussion“LaRose”
7:00 PM
May 6 Comic-Con 1:00 PM
May 10 Mystery Lover’s Book Club—Author
Henning Mankell 1:00-2:00 PM
May 18 Computer & Internet Basics Class 2:00 PM
May 22 Game Changer 101 6:30 PM
June 6 Beginning Microsoft Word 3:00 PM
June 8 Cookbook Club: Salads 6:30 PM
June 22 Social Media Showcase 10:00 AM
June 26 Game Changer 101 6:30 PM
For children’s and teen events, and for further
details on all Library events, please see our
Library Events Calendar.
For information on our 100 Year Anniversary
events, please see page 4 of the newsletter, as
well as 100 Year Anniversary information on our
web site.

Director’s Corner
Christine Kujawa - Library Director
Contact Us
515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501
(701) 355-1480
www.bismarcklibrary.org

Mission
Collecting, organizing, and
providing open access to
educational, informational,
recreational, and cultural resources

Vision
Offering information, ideas, and
personal enrichment to all

Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Friday-Saturday
9:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Patron Spotlight: Vincent Keener

Sunday
1:00 PM - 6:00 PM

This past spring, the Information Desk staff received the
ultimate compliment. Patron Vincent Keener stopped in
to show them the diploma he received from the University
of Mary. He earned a degree in Business Administration
and wanted to thank the staff for their role in helping him
achieve this goal. His grandmother Sonja had always told
Vincent how important it is to get an education beyond
high school, and with her support, along with the support
of his fiancé April, he enrolled in school and started
working toward his degree.

Telephone Numbers
Main Desk
Administration
Bookmobile
Youth Services
Interlibrary Loan
Foundation
Friends
Meeting Room
Reservations

355-1480
355-1484
355-1491
355-1489
355-1487
355-1494
355-1483
355-1484

Library Board of Directors
Joyce Hinman, President
Pat Grantier, Vice President
Bob Bartosh
Michael Fladeland
Michael Schaff
Christine Kujawa, Director
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Every April, libraries and communities across the country
celebrate National Library Week. On April 9-15, we will take
time to honor and celebrate the contributions of libraries and
library employees, and the myriad reasons they are indispensable
to our communities and citizens. This year’s theme is “Libraries
Transform,” a subject we are accustomed to witnessing firsthand
on a regular basis. It is always enjoyable for me to share stories
about patrons we have served. We have helped people create résumés, and learn how
to search and apply for jobs online. Some of these individuals have made a point of
stopping in to tell us they are now employed, and that they could not have done it
without our assistance. We have assisted students with learning how to do research
and finding reputable information for their assignments, because the belief that
“everything is on the Internet” does not mean that everything you come across on the
Internet is actually true. Children who have reading difficulties sometimes take part in
our B.A.R.K. program. They gain confidence in reading because the therapy dogs
don’t rush, judge, or interrupt them. Older adults in assisted living centers have told us
that the Bookmobile is their “only connection to the outside world.” People often
seemed surprised by the extent to which we transform the lives of people in our
community. I envision a light bulb on top of their heads turning on when they make
the connection that every person we assist creates a positive ripple that extends to
everyone in that person’s life, and within our community.

Keener said he lives close to the Library and found it convenient to come here to study
every day. Seeing all of the other students here doing research and studying served as a
great motivational tool. He also took advantage of our study rooms, and used the
computers for research and completing assignments. When asked about his experiences
here, Keener said, “The librarians were always so helpful and seemed genuinely
interested in helping me succeed.” Keener is proud to serve in the National Guard’s 957
Engineering Company. Now that he is finished with his degree, his next goals are to
work toward becoming a sergeant and to find employment in his area of study. Ideally,
he would like to be in an administrative position in a medical facility, because he
thinks it is important for individuals struggling with health concerns to have positive
experiences and exceptional service. We told him we hope he continues to visit the
Library now that he can utilize our services for leisure. He said he definitely will.
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Updates From Your Friends
Greetings from the Friends of the Bismarck Public Library!
2017 is a big year for the Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public
Library, as it celebrates 100 years of service to the community. It
is also a big year for the Friends of the Library, as we are happy
to be celebrating our 25th year! The first official meeting of the
Friends of the Library was held on October 1, 1992. Since then,
the organization has grown by leaps and bounds. Our twice
yearly book sales in the spring and fall raise nearly $40,000
annually in support of the Library, and our current membership
stands at 258 people. The dedicated service of FOL members
throughout the years has made it possible for the Library to
consistently go above and beyond in providing programs and
services to the citizens of Bismarck and Burleigh County. We are
eternally grateful for the time and talents of our fantastic
volunteers, whose enthusiasm and love of the library shine
through in all they do. For anyone who is not currently a member
of the Friends, please consider joining us! You can do so by
completing the form below and returning it to the Library. You
can also become a member online at
friendsofthebismarckpubliclibrary.wildapricot.org.

Happy 25th Anniversary
Friends of the Library!

Friends of the
Bismarck Public Library
515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, ND 58501
friendsofbismarckpl@gmail.com
701-355-1483

Mission
Increasing awareness and use of the Library through
cultural, educational, and social activities, and raising
funds to supplement and enhance Library programs and
services

Join Us
You are invited to the Friends’ monthly business
meetings, held the 2nd Tuesday of each month in the
Library’s Missouri River Room at 7:00 PM.
No meetings July & December

Friends of BPL Board of Directors
Jennifer Bandy, President
Dale Wetzel, Vice President
Michael Weisbeck, Treasurer
Don Allen, Membership
Darlene Faber
Barb Handy-Marchello
Michaelanne Jones
Carolyn Twingley

Library Staff Representative
Elizabeth Jacobs, Assistant Director

Become a Member of the Friends of the Bismarck Public Library
Yes
I’ll be a Friend!

___________________________________
Name

_____________________________
Street

Renew
My Support!
Fill out this form and make
your check payable to:

_____________________________
City

State

Zip

_____________________________
Phone

Annual Membership Categories:
___ Individual
___ Family
___ Contributing
___ Individual Life
___ Couple Life
___ Best Friend

I’m interested in participating in the following
___
___
___
___

Semi-annual Book Sales
Book Sale Committee
Ice Cream Social
National Friends of Libraries Week

FRIENDS OF THE BISMARCK PUBLIC LIBRARY
515 North Fifth Street ~ Bismarck, ND 58501
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$10.00
$20.00
$50.00
$100.00
$150.00
$250.00

Offering information, ideas, and personal enrichment to all

Library History Spotlight
Excavation for the
Carnegie Library on 6th
Street and Thayer
Avenue had just begun
when the skeleton of an
adult human was
uncovered at a depth of
about two feet. The
fragile and decayed
condition of the bones
made it impossible to determine the age or whether it was
the skeleton of a man or a woman. Officials estimated
that the body had been there for a least 20 years.

100th Anniversary Events
The month of May will be filled with fun events in
celebration of the Library’s 100th anniversary. We hope
you will join us to reminisce about the Library’s past and
to enjoy all the present Library has to offer.
Friday, April 28th, 7:00 PM
Bismarck Library Foundation's Art of Books

There was no evidence of a casket and long-time residents
did not remember a house ever standing at that location.
In the early days, this area was outside of the city proper.
Before the city donated the land, the lot had been used to
store machinery used by the street department. The
ground hadn’t been disturbed for many years.
Was the shallow internment evidence of foul play and a
quick burial? No one knows to this day.
(Source: Bismarck Daily Tribune, May 31, 1917, p. 3)

Monday, May 8, 6:30 PM - Children's Library Story Room
Family Story Time with special guest
Wednesday, May 10, 6:30 PM - Meeting Room A
Bismarck in 1917, presented by Bismarck Historical
Society
Friday, May 12, 6:30 PM
Library @ Band Night Parade
Saturday, May 13, 2:00-4:00 PM
Open House Anniversary Celebration
Wednesday, May 17, 6:00 PM - Meeting Room A
Library History, presented by Kate Waldera
Tuesday, May 23, 6:30 PM - Meeting Room A
Library Themed Movie Event: Desk Set
Wednesday, May 24, 7:00 PM - Meeting Room A
Humanities Scholar Clay Jenkinson as Theodore
Roosevelt
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Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library
Meeting Room A

Join author Debra Marquart for this free workshop for seniors interested in writing their
stories—designed for adults age 50+ but all ages are welcome.
Debra Marquart is the author of five books including Small Buried
Things: Poems and The Horizontal World: Growing Up Wild in the Middle
of Nowhere, which won the PEN USA Nonfiction Award, and Elle
Magazine’s “Elle Lettres” Award. She directs the MFA Program in
Creative Writing and Environment at Iowa State University and serves
as the Senior Editor of Flyway: Journal of Writing & Environment.

Movie Night @ the Library
May 23
Treasure of the Sierra
Madre

May 2

Arrival
May 4
Special Star Wars Day Movie!

Rogue One: A Star
Wars Story

June 6

Sing
June 20

May 16

Doctor Strange

Fantastic Beasts and
Where to Find Them

Free and open to all - Movies begin at 6:00 PM and are
shown in Meeting Room A.
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Hidden Object!
Find the Bookworm!
Locate the bookworm in the pages
of this newsletter, and you could
win a gift certificate from the Gifted Bean
Coffee House! If you find it, email
bplnews@bismarcklibrary.org with the specific
location. The first person to respond correctly
wins!

Newsletter via Email
Subscribe to our free, eco-friendly newsletter,
and the latest news about the Library will be
delivered directly to your inbox!
To subscribe just send an email to
bplnews@bismarcklibrary.org and
you will be added to our list.

Offering information, ideas, and personal enrichment to all

Puppets Speak
It’s spring! Now is the time for bulbs to
break through the thawing earth, robins to
return with their delightful songs, and
Poodle puppets to get new dresses! As is
usual this time of year, we are getting excited
about Spring programs and even looking
ahead to summer. The Library’s spring
schedule runs through May 16, and then the
Summer Reading program will begin on
June 2.
For the spring schedule, we have some
special events planned courtesy of Northern
Colette, ready for
Plains Dance. Dance Class Demos and a
spring!
Story Time Ballet Preview will be offered in
April and May. We puppets love to dance, and though we will not
officially be part of those programs, we will be dancing in the back
puppet room, enjoying all the festivities. In addition to our rich
schedule of regular story times and Little Songbirds, Miss Sparkles will
also be back with her Kids’ Club. In April, we’ll have a movie for
families in the story room, and Lego Club will continue. On the subject
of Lego, we are super-duper excited that Lego artist Dan Parker is
coming to North Dakota for our Summer Reading Celebration in June.
He is going to have interactive tables for Lego play, and we are sure he
will build something really cool. The Lego bricks are kept in the puppet
room, and we puppets have, on occasion, enjoyed our own little “Lego
Club” after the Library has closed. Lego is for everyone, and this
summer’s special guest will surely be well-received by all.
Your friend, Colette

Don’t Miss the Summer
Reading Celebration!
Friday, June 2, 2017
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
North Dakota Heritage Center






Join us for a sun-filled, fun-filled day as we
kick off the summer and celebrate the joy of
reading. We hope to see you there!

Teen Goings-On
Teen HQ is open and has been busy! We are well into
our spring programming and have been having a
blast. Our newest addition to HQ is our 3D printer!
Thanks to a generous donation from the BismarckMandan Community Foundation, we were able to
purchase new technology, including the 3D printer.
The teens have been having a great time learning
about this exciting technology, finding designs online,
and seeing them come to life one layer at a time. Our
TAG (Teen Advisory Group) teens are busy helping
us plan for our upcoming Comic-Con and are getting
ready to help out at our 100th Anniversary events - a
shout out to all of our awesome teen volunteers for
all their hard work and the help they have provided!
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Music performances by Kittyko
Lego artist Dan Parker
Register to participate in the Library’s
summer reading program
Games, activities, and much more!

701-355-1480

Enrich Your Life @ the Library
This Spring
Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library invites all area
adults to join us for a library program this spring. The Library
strives to build community through our programs.

Pine Needle Basket Making

Saturday, April 22, 9:00 AM- 4:00 PM
Learn how to make pine needle baskets. Instructed by Eileen
McEnroe. $15 supply fee (cash only) due at the time of
registration. Class size is limited to 10 adults.

Mystery Lover’s Book Club

Missouri River Room—Wednesdays April 12 and May 10,
1:00-2:00 PM
Calling all mystery lovers! Come along to our new group to
meet up with others and discuss your favorite mystery authors.
In April the group will discuss the books of Alan Bradley, and
in May we will discuss Henning Mankell. Feel free to read
one or more books by the author (the library has copies) and
come ready to discuss their work. The group is open to all. No
registration required.

New! Cookbook Club

Thursday, June 8, 6:30 PM
We’re kicking off a new kind of book club for the summer,
where participants share recipes and dishes to share. In June
the theme will be salads—participants will bring a salad and
recipe to share. There will be a display at the Library with salad
cookbooks if you need inspiration. Registration is encouraged,
but not required. More details will be forthcoming on the
Library’s website.

GameChanger 101

Mondays, May 22 & June 26, 6:00 PM
Back for a second year, the Library is partnering with the ND
Humanities Council to bring a book discussion series to the
Library. The theme this year is “In Justice” focusing on various aspects of Criminal Justice. Sessions will be led by Dr.
Chad Litton, chair of the Criminal Justice program at the
University of Mary. The sessions will held at the Library the
fourth Monday of the month, beginning May 22 at 6:00 PM.
Look for a book display at the Library coming soon with more
information and copies of the books available for check out.
For more information email Head of Adult Programming
Sarah Matthews at smatthews@bismarcklibrary.org or call
355-1485.
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