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Libraries Transform Lives
Each year, we take the opportunity to “toot our own horn” as we
celebrate National Library Week (April 10-16). This year’s theme is
“Libraries Transform,” which is a very fitting way to describe who
we are and what do at the Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public
Library. Today’s libraries are not just about the books and resources
on our shelves, but what we do for and with people as we strive to
transform the lives of individual citizens and the community as a
whole. We provide free access to computers and the Internet to
make it possible for people who do not have access at home to
apply for jobs and conduct research. We help people to build the
skills they need to thrive in our increasingly digital world. We offer
programs to enrich the lives of people of all ages, from LEGO Club
and story times to help foster creativity and a love of reading among
the young, to crafting, board games, and author and music events
that educate and inspire adults. We serve as a discussion space and a
forum for community engagement, where citizens can come
together to grow and learn from each other and build unity in our
growing community.
As we strive to support the transformation of individuals and the
larger community, we also find the Library itself transforming to
keep up with and ahead of the ever-changing needs of those we
serve. If you are in the neighborhood, stop in and take a look at the
space we are preparing for the new teen center that will be under
construction in the near future, with fundraising support from the
Library Foundation, Inc. This new space will be a safe, welcoming
place for the teens of our community to study, learn, and develop
the skills to help propel them to a successful future.
The staff at the Library is committed to transforming as well. We are
constantly learning and developing skills to keep up with new
technologies and provide new services to support the needs of our
community. Please stop by or send us a message on National Library
Workers Day (April 12) and tell our amazingly dedicated staff
members how much you appreciate all they do.

Upcoming Events
Lobby Display
Bismarck Doll Friends Present Dolls & Literature

Adult Programs
April 5 Reader’s Voice Book Discussion, 7:00 PM
April 6 Social Media Showcase Class, 2:00-3:00 PM
April 6 Financial Literacy Class, 1:00-3:00 PM
April 10-20 Coloring Contest for Grownups
April 13 Financial Literacy Class, 5:30-7:30 PM
April 15 Beginning Email Class, 2:00-3:00 PM
April 16 Pine Needle Basket Class, 9:00 AM-4:00 PM
April 18 Job Club, 6:00-8:00 PM
April 19 Job Club, 2:00-4:00 PM
April 20 Financial Literacy Class, 5:30-7:30 PM
April 21 Life Reimagined (AARP), 6:00-8:00 PM
April 21 Great Books Discussion, 7:00 PM
April 24 The Walk Across ND Book Talk, 4:00 PM
April 27 Financial Literacy Class, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM
May 3 Reader’s Voice Book Discussion, 7:00 PM
May 10 Basic Genealogy Class, 6:30 PM
May 19 Great Books Discussion, 7:00 PM
Children’s Programs
June 10 Summer Reading Kickoff at the Heritage
Center
For details on all Library events, please see our
Library Events Calendar.

Director’s Corner
Christine Kujawa - Library Director
Greetings Friends! The 2016 National Library Week theme of
“Libraries Transform” complements our vision of “Personal
Enrichment for All.” We strive to offer diverse services to ensure
that we meet the needs of our patrons throughout the City of
Bismarck and Burleigh County. When we fulfill these needs, we
truly transform peoples’ lives. Consider the following occurrences
that we observe on a regular basis:
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Mission



Collecting, organizing, and
providing open access to
educational, informational,
recreational, and cultural resources

Vision
Offering information, ideas, and
personal enrichment to all

Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 AM - 9:00 PM

New Subscriptions @
the Library

Subscribe to our free,
eco-friendly newsletter,
and the latest news about
the Library will be delivered directly to
your inbox! To subscribe just send an
email to bplnews@bismarcklibrary.org
and you will be added to our list.

Sunday
1:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Telephone Numbers
355-1480
355-1484
355-1491
355-1489
355-1487
355-1494
355-1483

Hidden Object!

355-1484

Library Board of Directors
Michael Schaff, President
Joyce Hinman, Vice President
Michael Fladeland
Pat Grantier
David Ripley
Christine Kujawa, Director
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When we step back and reflect on all the enrichment
opportunities the Library provides for the community,
it’s really quite amazing. In what ways has the Library
transformed your life? Send me an email if you’d like
to share it with me at ckujawa@bismarcklibrary.org.

Newsletter via
Email

Friday-Saturday
9:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Main Desk
Administration
Bookmobile
Youth Services
Interlibrary Loan
Foundation
Friends
Meeting Room
Reservations



We assist people in creating résumés and applying for jobs. Many of them stop in after
they have secured employment to thank us for helping them.
We provide children with their first library cards and get to see the excitement in their
faces the first time they check out books on their own.
We drive throughout the County so all residents have access to Library services. It isn’t
uncommon for our bookmobile librarians to hear, “I don’t know what I’d do if you
didn’t stop here.”

Find the Bookworm!
Locate the bookworm in
the pages of this newsletter,
and you could win a gift
certificate from the Gifted Bean Coffee
House! If you find it, email
bplnews@bismarcklibrary.org with the
specific location. The first person to
respond correctly wins!
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In place of magazines no
longer published or
available online only, the
Library began
subscriptions to several
new titles this year,
including Alternative Press,
Do It Yourself, Hockey News, Progressive,
Sci-Fi, and Yoga Journal. With over 200
different titles to choose from, there is
something of interest for everyone.
In addition to new magazine titles, the
Library also started new subscriptions to
some regional newspapers. The Library
is now receiving the Mountrail County
Promoter, New Town News, Turtle Mountain
Times, and Wishek Star. These titles were
chosen based on a newspaper use survey
by our customers. Thanks to everyone
who participated and provided valuable
feedback.

Contact Us

Updates From Your Friends
The year has gotten off to a great start for the Friends of the
Bismarck Public Library. In January, we held a special book sale for
FOL members. This event was a great opportunity for current
members to browse through our excellent inventory of used books,
and it also brought 49 new members into the organization. We
extend a warm welcome to all new FOL members, and we hope to
see you at future events. Our Spring Used Book Sale in March
raised just over $20,000,
FOL Annual Meeting
which will go toward the
Tuesday, April 12, 6:30 PM
Library’s teen center
Special Guest Speakers
Monica Hannan & Cliff Naylor renovation project. Many
thanks to book sale committee
chair Jennifer Bandy, all the setup and sale shift supervisors, and the
many volunteers who helped to make this huge undertaking run
smoothly.
The Friends of the Bismarck Public Library annual meeting will be
held on Tuesday, April 12 in Meeting Room A. The members’ social
will begin at 6:30 PM with the business meeting to follow. We are
pleased to have Monica Hannan and Cliff Naylor of KFYR-TV as
our special guest speakers this year.
Finally, we extend our sincere gratitude to out-going members of
the board of directors Jason Matthews, Meme May, and Noreen
Olson. Your years of dedication and service have greatly
strengthened the organization and put the Friends of the Library in
a great position for success in future endeavors.

Friends of the
Bismarck Public Library
515 North Fifth Street
Bismarck, ND 58501
friendsofbismarckpl@gmail.com

Mission
Increasing awareness and use of the Library through
cultural, educational, and social activities, and raising
funds to supplement and enhance Library programs and
services

Join Us
You are invited to the Friends’ monthly business
meetings, held the 2nd Tuesday of each month in the
Library’s Missouri River Room at 7:00 PM.
No meetings July & December

Friends of BPL Board of Directors
Jason Matthews, President
Beth Schatz-Kaylor, Vice President
Michael Weisbeck, Treasurer
Don Allen, Membership
Aaron Barth
Meme May
Pat Ness
Noreen Olson
Carolyn Twingley

Library Staff Representative
Elizabeth Jacobs, Assistant Director

Become a Member of the Friends of the Bismarck Public Library
Yes
I’ll be a Friend!

___________________________________
Name

_____________________________

Renew

Street

My Support!

_____________________________

Fill out this form and make
your check payable to:

_____________________________

Friends of the
Bismarck Public Library

_____________________________

City

State

___ Individual
___ Family
___ Contributing
___ Individual Life
___ Couple Life
___ Best Friend

Email

Yes

No

I’m interested in participating in the following
___
___
___
___
___

Semi-annual Book Sales
Book Sale Committee
Ice Cream Social
National Friends of Libraries Week
Nominating Committee

FRIENDS OF THE BISMARCK PUBLIC LIBRARY
515 North Fifth Street ~ Bismarck, ND 58501
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$10.00
$20.00
$50.00
$100.00
$150.00
$250.00

Zip

Phone

Receive newsletter by email?

Annual Membership Categories:

Offering information, ideas, and personal enrichment to all

Job Club

DatabaseConnect

Expert employment help and advice






Resume Building
Cover Letter
Navigating online job sites
Interview Skills
Self-Marketing & Follow Up

Mondays 6:00-8:00 PM
April 18, May 16, June 20

by Kate Waldera,
Head of Reference Services
Ancestry Library Edition (ALE) delivers billions of
records in census data, vital records, directories,
photos, and more.

Tuesdays 2:00-4:00 PM
April 19, May 17, June 21

Classes are limited to 6 participants
Registration is required—call 355-1480 to register
Sessions are held in the Library’s Lower Level, ECR Room

Library History Spotlight
by Kate Waldera, Head of Reference Services

“Bismarck Public Library’s First Librarian”
Florence Harriet Brennan was born
October 26, 1868 in Merrickville,
Ontario, the daughter of Edward and
Joanna Branick Brennan. She came to
Pembina County, Dakota Territory in
1880 along with her parents, five
brothers, and two sisters.
Florence attended school at Pembina
and Bathgate, Pembina County and secured a teacher's
certificate in 1888 to teach near Cavalier. Later that same
year, she attended the elementary school course at the
University of North Dakota and then continued her rural
school teaching near Hamilton and Tyner until 1893 when
she married Allen Baldwin, hardware store owner, at
Bathgate. Allen Baldwin died July 1, 1895.

Answers await everyone inside the more than 7,000
available databases in this indispensable resource for
genealogists. You can unlock your family’s story with
sources like census and vital records, immigration
records, family histories, military records, court and
legal documents, directories, photos, maps, and more.
Popular collections
cover the United
States, Canada,
United Kingdom,
and other
international locations. Military records abound in
ALE, and multimedia collections deliver millions of
files ranging from family and gravestone photos to
postcards and newsreels. This free database is available
at the Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library for
in-house use only.
Free basic genealogy classes are also available.
Upcoming dates are May 10 at 6:30 PM and July 19 at
2:30 PM. Pre-registration is required; call the
Information Desk at 355-1480 to register.

Day of Giving

She later married Larimore lawyer, Albert A. Davis,
formerly of Bismarck, on October 12, 1908, in the
Governor’s mansion. In 1916, Florence entered the
University of Wisconsin Library School. She became the
first librarian at the Bismarck Public Library and moved on
to become librarian at the State Historical Society in 1925
where she remained until retirement on December 31, 1949
at the age of 81.
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May We Recommend...
Our amazing library staff members are well-read and have a wide variety of interests. Here are a few springtime book
recommendations from our staff—all are available for checkout at the Library.
The Signature of All Things by Elizabeth Gilbert
The author of Eat, Pray, Love wrote this novel about a botanist and her family, which highlights her thirst for
knowledge, exotic locales, and spiritual exploration. Alma Whittaker lived during the Industrial Revolution, when
all assumptions about class, science, religion, and trade were expanding in new and challenging directions. Settings
include Amsterdam, London, Peru, Philadelphia, and the South Pacific.
Soil Sisters: A Toolkit for Women Farmers by Lisa Kiverest
The author covers farm business basics, ideas for various profit ventures, how farming adds value to your
personal quality of life, and introduces a number of women involved in agritourism.
Metro 2033 by Dmitry Glukhovsky
It is the year 2033. An entire generation has been born and raised underground after earth’s surface was
devastated by an apocalyptic event which left the few survivors struggling with each other and with the mutant
horrors that wait outside. This inventive work of science fiction will keep you guessing to the end.
Betty Bunny loves Chocolate Cake by Michael Kaplan
A loveable handful of a bunny learns about patience when she trys chocolate cake for the first time. This
picture book is a laugh out loud book the whole family will enjoy.

New Online Services for Readers
We are excited to introduce the community to SelectReads, New Book Alerts, and Author Check, three great new
services to help point you in the direction of your next reading adventure. If you’re wondering what to read next,
SelectReads will help you discover books that match your interest. Choose a topic you’re interested in, enter your
email address, and you’ll receive a weekly bulletin featuring recommended titles
just for you. SelectReads also features lists of award-winning titles, and other
featured book lists to help you find books that suit your reading interests.
Do you like to be first in line to check out new books? As soon as a new title hits the shelf at the Library, you’ll know
about it with New Book Alerts. View New Book Alerts on our website, or subscribe to New Book Alerts and receive
updates via email. Both the email and website feature direct links to the Library’s catalog, which makes it simple to
click and reserve your copy. Whether you’re interested in mysteries or romance, new titles in history, cooking, fiction
for kids, new movies & music, and much more, New Book Alerts is the place to find out what’s new at the Library.
Are you waiting on pins and needles for the next release by your favorite author? Tell Author Check which author
you’re interested in, and you’ll be notified by email
when a new book by this author arrives at the library.
Access SelectReads and New Book Alerts directly
from the Readers Resources section of our website.
Visit Author Check online at http://bit.ly/1URpoGi,
or by clicking on the Author Check icon on the
SelectReads site.
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Teen Mini-Golf: Our 5th
Year

Puppets Speak
by Colette, a Puppet Friend of the Children’s Library
Once again, as the planet rotates along its course and the sun moves
higher in our sky, we puppets, just like everyone else, start to think
springy thoughts. We all know it has not been a terrible winter by
any means; I got some good books read,
and my puppet friends and I enjoyed the
company of many children at story times.
But we are still ready to leave our cozy
cubicles for some fresh-air adventures.
Along with the librarians, we are already
busy planning for the Summer Reading
Celebration at the ND Heritage Center,
this year scheduled for Friday, June 10. In
addition to the regular fun activities at the
event, we have special guests coming from
Minneapolis: the musical duo Jack and Kitty. We hear they are
especially attuned to the preschool crowd! In addition to the big
reading event, we are also looking forward to puppet shows at
Dakota Zoo and Urban Harvest, and a special guest magician
coming later in the summer. We have also heard there are plans in
the works to have a program of music therapy for toddlers and
babies. With all that excitement headed our way, we are sure you’ll
come join in the fun at the Children’s Library. See you soon!

by Traci Juhala, Head of Youth Services
We once again hosted a library full of minigolfers this year, this time as a fundraiser for
our teen center renovation project. It was a
safe, fun evening for local families on
Friday, March 18. The Library closed up at
6:00 PM, and the teen and adult volunteers
kicked into gear. Nine holes were created,
plus a bonus Walking Dead hole-in-one. The
nine hole themes, mainly based on literature,
were Alice in Wonderland, Goin’ to New
Orleans, The Jungle, Star Wars, Lord of the
Rings, Modern Art, The Hunger Games, The
Maze Runner, and Harry Potter. The teens
also held a silent auction with donated items
and a bake sale. There were refreshments for
participants, sponsored by the Library
Foundation. Over 60 were in attendance,
and more than $2,500 was raised.
A great time was had by all!

Library Snapshots
Mini-Golf 2016
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Bookmobile Launches New Service for Students
by Keli McDonald, Head of Bookmobile Services
The Bookmobile has an exciting new collection of learning
tablets by Playaway, called Launchpads. Every Launchpad is
pre-loaded with high-quality, ad-free learning apps and games,
providing hours of interactive learning. Teachers and parents
may simply check out a Launchpad tablet for their student or
child without the worry of Internet connectivity, downloading,
or unintended content.






Teacher or parent checkout only at this time
Checkout period is 35 days
Content collection spans subject areas from math and
science to critical thinking and creativity
Content appropriate for ages 3-10
Come visit us at one of our Bookmobile stops to see what
is available (no online requests available at this time). Our
schedule is online at www.bismarcklibrary.org.

Student from Sterling School playing with the new
Launchpad

Spring Programs for Adults
by Sarah Matthews, Adult Programming/Reference Librarian
Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library invites all area adults to get out and attend a program this spring. We have
a variety of classes and talks coming up, and a few of them are highlighted below. For more information call 355-1485
or email smatthews@bismarcklibrary.org.

Crafternoon-Gemstone Trees Saturday, April 2, 2:00-4:00 PM

Learn to make gemstone trees. Becky Barnes is the instructor for this class. Class size is limited to
12 adults, who must pay a $10 supply fee (cash only) when registering.

Crafternoon-Pine Needle Basket Making Saturday, April 16, 9:00 AM-4:00 PM

Learn how to make pine needle baskets. Instructed by Eileen McEnroe. $15 supply fee (cash only)
due at time of registration. Class size is limited to 10 adults.

Coloring Contest for Grownups April 10-20

Celebrate National Library Week by picking up a coloring page at the Library (while supplies
last). Return the colored sheet by April 20 to the Information Desk. Entries will be judged by
Library staff, and the top two winners will receive a prize! One entry allowed per person.

Book Talk “The Walk Across North Dakota” Sunday, April 24, 4:00 PM

Author talk, video presentation, and book signing by project co-leaders Gwen Hoberg and
Jeremy Bold, two of five walkers all born in Bismarck.
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Movie Night @ the Library
National Velvet (1945/G)
Tuesday, April 26

Point Break (PG-13)
Tuesday, June 7

Star Wars: The Force Awakens (PG-13)
Tuesday, May 10

The 5th Wave (PG-13)
Tuesday, June 21

Creed (PG-13)
Tuesday, May 24

Zootopia (PG)
Tuesday, July 5

Showboat (1951/NR)
Tuesday, May 31
Free and open to all—Movies begin at 6:00 PM and are shown in Meeting Room A.

