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What’s New
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Limited 
Edition
B I S M A R C K  L I B R A R Y
FO U N D AT I O N  N E W S L E T T E R

Summer Hours
F O U N D AT I O N  S U P P O R T S  T H R I V I N G  S U M M E R  
R E A D I N G  C H A L L E N G E

With summer behind us, you can recount the season. That might 
be in the number of days spent at the river. The weight of your 
biggest walleye. Or how many pow wows you attended. 

The Library counts summer in hours spent reading. During its 
8-week Summer Reading Challenge, 411 young people read for 
a whopping 6,966 hours!

The Bismarck Library Foundation raises funds for Summer 
Reading, which promotes literacy and a love of books. A 
participant from Simle Middle School says, “In the summer, 
mostly I sit around if we’re not going somewhere and otherwise I’ll 
play video games. Most of the time you’re forced to read, but this 
program makes kids want to read. I’ve loved reading since I was 
young and it’s cool that I can get rewarded for it. After the summer, 
you’ll probably want to read even more.”

The Summer Reading Challenge is made possible by the 
generosity of Friends of the Bismarck Public Library, the 
Leach Foundation, and the North Dakota Department of 
Public Instruction. Thank you to our partners and kudos to  
our readers!
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Great Libraries Build 
Great Communities 
Founded in 1976, the Bismarck 
Library Foundation is a nonprofit 
organization with the mission to 
enrich publicly-funded Bismarck 
Veterans Memorial Public Library 
services by raising private funds 
to enhance collections, resources, 
and facilities.

The Summer Reading kick-off 

event drew hundreds, including 

Smokey Bear and many  

young artists.
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Singing along with Kittyko.

Jack Paris from the BisMan Community 

Foundation presents the music and 

movement grant check to the Bismarck 

Library Foundation.

Miss Tiffany and Colette.

Making Moves. Making Music.
NEW GRANT EXPANDS MUSIC AND MOVEMENT  
PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN

Our calendar is packed! Singalongs with Kittyko. Movement 
with Northern Plains Dance. Tiny tot pow wow dancing with 
Sacred Pipe Resource Center. Wiggling Kids music. These are 
just a few of the current and future programs made possible by a 
generous new grant from the BisMan Community Foundation, 
which is a component of the North Dakota Community 
Foundation. We recently spoke with Tiffany Towne to learn 
more. Her official title is Youth Services Program Coordinator 
for Children, but you might know her as Miss Tiffany of Story 
Time fame. 

BLF: Why is it important to offer music and movement 
programming?

TT: It is special to see our generally quiet environment transform 
into a fun, sometimes rowdy space. Music helps children learn 
language through new vocabulary, memory, phonological 
awareness, and more. Movement creates a stronger mind-
body connection and assists kinesthetic learning. We want kids 
to love reading, but we really want all kids to feel safe, confident, 
and capable in all their interests! 

BLF: A diverse group of partners leads music and movement 
programs. How does this benefit young people and their 
families?

TT: We are incredibly lucky to live in a place where there are 
many different backgrounds, and our music and movement 
programming reflects this diversity. It is important for children 
to see themselves reflected in the grown-ups around them. The 
beauty of the library is that this is a space for all, and we hope 
children truly feel that they belong here.  

BLF: What message would you share with the BisMan 
Community Foundation and other funders who make 
music and movement programming possible.

TT: It is particularly valuable that these programs will be offered 
without any kind of cost barrier. Attending one of our events 
could be the spark a child needs to find a new passion for music, 
movement, and literacy. We appreciate your support and are 
endlessly grateful! 



Our Colorful World 
B R I G H T  N E W  A D D I T I O N S  T O  T H E  L I B R A R Y ’ S  A R T  C O L L E C T I O N

You might’ve noticed the Library walls are increasingly colorful and creative. The Bismarck Library Foundation 
supports the Library’s art collection, which now includes two vibrant pieces generously donated at our annual 
Art of Books event: the Chippewa floral print “Rejuvenation” by Bill Brien and “The Colorful World of Books” by 
Brenda Kay Hove. 

Brenda is a lifelong Bismarck resident, avid reader since childhood, and career graphic designer for the state 
of North Dakota. She recently shared with us about her creative practice and the meaning of having her work 
in the Library’s permanent collection. 

“Once I retired and had more time, I turned to quilting and fiber arts. I love color, texture, and the flexible nature of 
cloth and paper. My husband, Michael, who passed away two years ago, was always so supportive of my creative 
projects, even if they took up half of the house. I miss that encouragement.

“The Bismarck Public Library is a beautiful space for young kids and for older kids, like me. It is one of my favorite 
places to visit. I am honored to have one of my art pieces chosen to hang in the Bismarck Public Library. The 
Colorful World of Books is about the imagination that is sparked while reading. Reading opens up a whole 
world of color.”

Check out the new artwork on your next visit!
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Artist Brenda Kay Hove with her piece “The Colorful World 

of Books” which hangs near the main Library entrance.

Bill Brien’s “Rejuvenation” on display  

near Teen HQ.
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Donor Spotlight 
F O U N D AT I O N  S U P P O R T E R S  S T R E N GT H E N  
O U R  S H A R E D  C O M M U N I T Y

Mustafa Kathawala and Sunanda Jain are longtime 
Library patrons and Bismarck Library Foundation 
donors. Both doctors and both originally from 
India, they’ve made Bismarck their home and 
raised their children here. With two daughters in 
college and a son in middle school, their Library 
love is a family affair. 

Mustafa explained, “Our daughters came to the 
Teen Center. They love books and they hung out with 
other girls and did painting, music, and arts and 
crafts. Sometimes our oldest will even study at the 
Library when she comes home from college to visit.”

Sunanda added how they got started as donors, 
“My mother was very fond of books. When I was a 
child, she used to just drop me in the bookstore. She 
passed away in 2009, and our first gift was for the 
Children’s Library campaign to honor her memory.”

This was the first of many gifts, motivated by the 
belief that they are members of an interdependent 
community in Bismarck. Mustafa says, “We 
continued giving to the Library because it’s a 
resource for everyone else. You’re helping yourself 
by doing it too. We’re only as happy as everyone else 
is happy. There has to be a base level of happiness 
and comfort for all of our neighbors.”

Sunanda channeled this into an appeal for others 
to join them, “People should donate to the Library 
because it’s a worthy cause. There are many 
resources in our community, and it’s fulfilling when 
we relate to a cause that’s important.”

Mustafa concluded, “We are not special people 
for giving. We are just mediums. When people see 
others giving, it shows they can do it too. And the 
Library takes care of everything: your spirit, your 
learning, your health, your social development.”

Thank you, Mustafa and Sunanda!

Mustafa Kathawala and Sunanda 

Jain, generous donors since 2009, 

in the Library.
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D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?
ON AN AVERAGE DAY AT THE 

BISMARCK PUBLIC LIBRARY IN 2023:

PAT R O N S  V I S I T E D .613

P E O P L E  U S E D  A 
C O M P U T E R  S TAT I O N .66

I T E M S  W E R E 
B O R R O W E D  F R O M 
T H E  B O O K M O B I L E .116

I T E M S  W E R E 
C H E C K E D 
O U T.1,635
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What’s All the hoopla About? 
F O U N D AT I O N  F U N D S  A  V I TA L  D I G I TA L  R E S O U R C E

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 4   < <   5

Around the globe, libraries are constantly evolving their use of technology to expand resources for patrons, 
and Bismarck is no exception. Thanks to generous donors like you, the Bismarck Library Foundation 
provides financial support for hoopla, a digital lending platform with e-books, audiobooks, comics, music, 
tv, and movies.
 
Data tells us that patrons are taking full advantage of the Foundation’s investment. So far this year, 11,780 
items have been checked out on hoopla, and audiobooks are the most popular format representing 66% of the 
total. Average monthly engagement on hoopla includes:

•  1,472 items checked out
•  539 unique borrowers

Can you guess which hoopla items are most popular with Bismarck Public Library patrons? In the top spot is 
the Hallmark Bingepass, which provides access to movies. Next is the audiobook of “The Teacher” by Freida 
McFadden. The top five is rounded out by multiple audiobooks in Sarah J. Maas’s series “A Court of Thorns and 
Roses.”

Elizabeth Jacobs, Assistant Library Director, explains the significance of the Foundation’s investment hoopla, 
saying, “Our patrons’ borrowing of digital content continues to grow exponentially. With its catalog of nearly 
two million titles, hoopla offers our patrons a greatly expanded selection of digital content to read, listen, and 
watch, with no holds or waiting lists. We are thankful for the Foundation’s support of this expansion of our digital 
library.”



The Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. Donors
WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE GIFTS FROM THE FOLLOWING SUPPORTERS (OCT 16, 2023 TO SEP 10, 2024).
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Novel Club Members
$500 Annually

David & Myrna Blackstead
Nikki & Wyatt Ferderer
Mary Maichel & Gerald Guler
Kadon & Michelle Hintz
Dr. Cheryl Huber & Dr. George 

Mizell 
Lon & Dianna Kindseth
John & Shih-Ru Martin
Donna Maston
Matt & Sandy McMerty 
    The Gifted Bean Coffee House
Dr. Ana Tracey Morgan-Harris
Cynthia & Bob Norland
Kristi & Jack Paris
Ann Pearce
Carol Russell
Jeffrey & Laura Rust
John & Lou Sagsveen
Paul & Patty Sandness
Bill & Joan Severin
Karen Fay Thompson
Sandra Tjaden
Zoe Wergeland Manstrom 

Gold Card Members
$250 Annually

Bob & Debra Bartosh
Sue & David Bickel
Sylvia Burgess
Betsy Dalrymple
Governor Jack Dalrymple 
Steve DeLapp
Keith & Beth Demke
Orville & Kathleen Eide
Sherri & David Field
Carolyn Frank
Dr. Walter Frank
Vicky & Doug Friez
Debra Gallagher & Greg 

Tschider
Judge Benny Graff
Donna & Steve Hamar
Roswell & Mary Henke
Joyce Hinman
Juanita & Kim Hocking
Susan & Michael Hummel
Chuck & Carol Iten
Mustafa Kathawala & Sunanda 

Jain
Pat Klein

Christine Kujawa
Carol Jean Larsen
Sharyl Maier
Barb & Martin Marchello
Glenn & Debbie Muske
Kirk & Nancy Pandolfo
Brad & Christy Peterson
Petro Hunt, LLC
John & Kathleen Risch
Jesse & Cody Sailer
Erik & Amy Sakariassen
Kim & Mike Schaff
Beth Schatz Kaylor & Kent 

Kaylor
Amber & Tyler Schmalz
Mike & Kathy Schneider
Dr. Nowarat Songsiridej
Sue Sorlie
Terry & Debbie Traynor
Curt & Bev Walth
Susan & Robert Wefald

Ben Franklin 100 Club 
Members 

$100 Annually

Bob & Debra Bartosh
Donna Becker
Lynn & Carol Beiswanger
Nancy Brandvik
Kenneth Breene
Anita Casey-Reed and Tim 

Reed
Jim Christianson
Dr. Thomas & Marilyn 

Christianson
Terry & Janice Daffinrud
Dr. Charles & Karen Dahl
Mike & Shawn Deisz
Susan Dingle
Dr. John & Janet Doerner
Lorraine Dopson
Michael & Dianne Fladeland
Bob & Jane Graveline
Richard & Elizabeth Gross
Conrad & Beverly Hillman
Paul Homan
Brenda Hove
Michael & Susan Hummel
Sharolie Jansen
Melissa Kainz
Bea & Jim Kaiser
Jan & Mark Kamphuis

Carol Kapsner
Edward Klecker
Cathy & Terry Kristensen
Mike & Karen LaLonde
Michael & Susan Leingang
Claus & Marsha Lembke
Julius & Patricia Lorz
Elizabeth Lucas
Susan Lundberg
Kelly & Steve McCormick
Ann Melton
Brent & Boots Montgomery
Jeffrey Nelson
Sherry Niesar & Peter Wax
Jenny Hallenbeck Orr
Delores Pearce
Theodore & Virginia Pedeliski
Dr. Jeremiah & Siri Penn
R & S Investment Group, Inc.
Richard Riha
David & Sarah Ripley
Eugene & Paula Roach
Seifert Electric
Shelly Seifert, MD
Gayla Sherman
Burke & Kay Strothman
Paul & Colette Sukut
Swenson & Hagen Co.
Dr. Wayne & Lois Swenson
Duane & Sylvia Ternes
Harlan & Kathryn Ternes
Arla Teske
James Thomas
Thomas & Sharon Tudor
The Honorable Gerald W. 

Vandewalle
VFW Post 1326
Alan Wanek
Kurt & Patricia Weinberg
Luke Weinberg
Joy Wezelman
Dr. Peter & Jane White
Timothy & Michelle Wiedrich
Ken & Mona Ziegler
Gail Zimmerman
Mark Zimmerman

General Fund Donations

Dr. Ferdinand Addo
Bill & Jennifer Bandy
Gerald & Sandra Bishop

Bismarck Mandan Garden Club
Capital Credit Union
Kim & Gail Christianson
Susan Dingle
Dr. Marcus & Margaret 

Fiechtner
Flash Printing
Dr. Walter & Carolyn Frank
James Goalder
Richard & Elizabeth Gross
Richard & Marilyn Gunsch
Donald & Marlene Hastings
Robert & Mary Jane Herr
Connie Hildebrand
Dr. Kadon & Michelle Hintz
Carol Kapsner
Lawrence King
Lawrence Klemer
Valerie Kling
Cathy Langemo
Tim & Shelli Langerud
Marvin & Barbara Masset
Sherry Mills Moore
Charles Miska
North American Coal 

Corporation
Jonathan O’Konek
Papa’s Pumpkin Patch
Prairie Rose Lions Club
Kathy & Mike Ressler
Richard Riha
Mike & Helen Risan
Paul & Patricia Sandness
Scheels
Joy Wezelman
Bill Whalen
C. Bates & Gary Wolberg
Ken & Mona Ziegler

Grants

BisMan Community 
Foundation

Bismarck-Mandan Elks Lodge 
1199

Doosan – Bobcat
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
North Dakota Community 

Foundation
MDU Resources Foundation
Tom & Frances Leach 

Foundation



Bismarck Library 
Foundation, Inc. 
Board of Directors
President 
  Justin Hughes

Vice-President
  Joyce Hinman

Treasurer 
  Bob Bartosh

Secretary 
  Cynthia Norland

Tyler Demars

Keith Demke

Nikki Ferderer

Jenny Hallenbeck Orr

Friends Rep. 
  Hope Hogan

Library Board Rep. 
  Mike LaLonde

Erik Sakariassen

Patty Sandness

Michael Schaff 

Zoe Wergeland Manstrom

Exec. Director 
  Simon Moore

Office Manager
  Kristi Simenson

Bismarck Public 
Library Trustees
President 
  Dianna Kindseth

Vice President
  Mike Fladeland

Nancy Guy

Justin Hughes

Mike LaLonde

Library Director 
  Christine Kujawa

Assistant Library Director
  Elizabeth Jacobs

Meet The Team
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Bequests

Betty Lorraine Mills
Hal Simons

In-Kind Gifts

Bismarck Larks
Bountiful Rei’s
Bruno’s Pizza
Buffalo Commons Brewing 

Company
Katie Cashman Fitzsimmons
Dakota Zoo
Eat Thai Café
Frybread Mama’s
Mike LaLonde Photography
Nancy Guy
Ali LaRock
ND Polynesian Cultural Club
Bob & Cynthia Norland
Northern Plains National 

Heritage Fdn.
Jack & Kristi Paris
Walter Piehl 
Prairie Visuals Photography
Sleepy Hollow Theatre & Arts 

Park
Suzzy’s Island Twist
Takúku by Nacole
Kevin Tengesdal
The Gifted Bean Coffee Shop
	 Matt & Sandy McMerty

Special Purpose Gifts

	 Gordon & Doris Bina
In memory of Clarence A. Bina
	 Clark & Mary Bormann
In memory of Doris Beggs
	 Kim & Gail Christianson
	 Orville & Kathleen Eide
	 Judith Fryslie
In memory of Elmer Welk
	 Drs. Ernie & Carolyn 

Godfread
In memory of Dean Conrad
	 Edward Klecker
In memory of Ronald & Arvilla 

Klecker
	 Mary Lou Person
In memory of Dean Conrad
	 Mary Lou Person	
In memory of Paul Kuetemeyer
	 Sally & Terry Grenz
	 Vangie Hausauer
	 Sharon Johnson
	 Ali LaRock

Special Purpose Gifts cont.

	 Anne Larson
	 Mary Miller
	 Margaret Oberlander
	 Mary Lou Person
	 June & Gary Preszler
	 Robert & Caryl Rutten
	 Joan Weisz
In memory of Amy Lynne 

Juhala
	 Darold Cvancara
	 David & Eileen Enger
	 Ruth Hepper
	 Jerry Ketterling family
	 Kim & Doris Leik
	 Ray & Beth Leischner
	 Milt & Hilda Mae Lindvig
	 Cyndy Schaff
	 Ardella Weishaar
In memory of Dale Ellingson

	 Prairie Rose Lions Club

Art of Books Sponsors

Susan Dingle
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Richard & Marilyn Gunsch
Dr. Kadon & Michelle Hintz
Paul & Patricia Sandness
Joy Wezelman

Endowment Gifts

Chuck & Carol Iten
Jack & Kristi Paris
Harry Pearce

Memorials to the Endowment 
Fund

In memory of Doris Beggs
	 Bob & Cynthia Norland
In memory of Clarence A. Bina
	 Donna Chommie
In memory of Jerry 

Breidenbach
	 Industrial Enterprises
In memory of Sharon Brooks
	 Judy Leier
In memory of Dan Campbell
	 Judy Leier
In memory of Dean Conrad
	 Christine Kujawa
In memory of Jody Foy
	 Jerry & Michelle Foy, Jenny, 

Milla & Marco, Erin, Nathan, 
Olive & Robbie, Elizabeth, 
Ed & Adelyn, and Catherine 
Rose

	 Orville & Kathleen Eide

In memory of Gerald Guler
	 Bob & Cynthia Norland
In memory of Margaret Haley
	 Marilyn Deeter
In memory of Rita A. Johnson
	 Ann Pearce
In memory of Amy Lynne 

Juhala
	 Orville & Kathleen Eide
In memory of Shirley Kemnitz
	 Christine Kujawa
	 Judy Leier
	 Margaret McLaughlin
In memory of Ila Knight
	 Ronald & Cheryl Kunda
In memory of Ann Knudson
	 Mike Knudson
In memory of Patrica & Jerry 

Koppman
	 Joyce Hinman
In memory of Betty Mills
	 Dan & Mary Jane Schmaltz
In memory of Evie Nordstrom
	 Central Dakota Amateur 

Radio Club
In memory of Lorraine Pape
	 Bill & Linda Pape
In memory of James P. Rouse
	 Eileen Mack Rouse
In memory of John 

Sakariassen
	 Dan & Mary Jane Schmaltz
In memory of Janice “Tootie” 

Schultz
	 Donna & Joel Fricke
In memory of Audrey Spencer
	 Dan & Mary Jane Schmaltz	
In memory of William Strutz
	 Lida Mallory
	 Marlene A. Summers
In memory of Sol Wezelman
	 Barbara Wezelman

Honorariums to the 
Endowment Fund

In honor of Henry Bohl
	 Ryan & Maggie Barth
In honor of Joyce Hinman
	 Terry & Debbie Traynor
In honor of Christine Kujawa 

& Sky
	 Richard & Anne Willetts
In honor of Nadeane 

Silbernagel
	 Donna & Joel Fricke
In honor of Connie Zahn
	 Paul & Colette Sukut
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Thanks to generous donors like you, the Foundation provided $155,793 in 
grants, gifts, and donations to the Library in 2023. This is a vital boost to Library 
programs, collections, and facilities including:

  • Access to digital collections for thousands of patrons

  • Fresh paint to brighten the main floor of the Library

  • Children’s Library sessions with performers and educators

  • Audio/visual upgrades to the Children’s Story Room

  • New artwork displayed in the Library 

Thank you for your generosity!


