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Merry & Bright - All Year Round!

FOUNDATION SUPPORTS NEW ART INSTALLATION

Next time you stop at the library, don't miss the new sculpture
on the south side of the building, funded by Bismarck Library
Foundation. This colorful art piece aligns with the library brand
and adds a welcoming and positive ambiance. Library Public
Information Specialist Kevin Tengesdal created the design, with
construction and installation by Mann Signs Inc. staff, pictured
above with Library Director Christine Kujawa.

“l WAS THRILLED TO DESIGN A SCULPTURE
INCORPORATING OUR LIBRARY’S LOGO,” SAID
LIBRARY PUBLIC INFORMATION SPECIALIST KEVIN
TENGESDAL. “THE DESIGN FEATURES BOOKS
SOARING THROUGH THE AIR TO FORM OUR LOGO’S
STAR. IT WAS EXHILARATING TO SEE THE DESIGN
TRANSFORMED INTO A 3D WORK OF ART.”

Mann Signs owner and president Scott Bina shared that they
were happy to be involved in such a unique project. Library staff
are appreciative of the Bismarck Library Foundation for funding
the construction and installation of this beautiful sculpture,
which is available for everyone passing by to enjoy.
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Great Libraries Build
Great Communities

The Bismarck Library Foundation
is a nonprofit organization whose
mission is to enrich and enhance
Bismarck Veterans Memorial
Public Library collections,
resources, and facilities through
the generous support of our
partners and donors.
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» HAPPY 3RD BIRTHDAY
BOOKMOBILE!



2 >> WINTER 2023

Partnering Makes It Possible

LOCAL BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZATIONS GENEROUSLY FUND LIBRARY PROGRAMS

In addition to the ongoing support of our individual donors, many businesses and non-profit organizations
in our community have been strong Bismarck Library Foundation partners, funding library programs to keep
access to personal enrichment opportunities free and accessible to all in our community. We're so grateful
for their support!

MDU Resources Foundation

LEGO programming is among the library’s most popular programs for youth. In addition to regular LEGO build
challenges, MDU Resources Foundation has generously funded LEGO Take-and-Make events, allowing the
library to purchase bulk LEGOs and assemble Kkits for youth to take home and build, then take apart and use
creatively for other builds. Families of all backgrounds and income levels appreciate this fun, engaging, no-
screen activity. This year over 1,100 kits will be distributed to area youth thanks to MDU Resources Foundation
support.

Fredrikson & Byron
It takes many hands to make the Bismarck Library Foundation’s annual Art of Books event happen - and some
funding support certainly helps, too. The law firm Fredrikson & Byron has been an ongoing partner helping
cover the expenses of this “friendraising” event, including support of the Pearce Award for Library Service,
named after the Pearce family, who gave substantial support to the library for decades, including
forming the Foundation in 1976. Bill Pearce was an attorney with the Fredrikson & Byron law firm.
The firm also generously provides unrestricted funds to help the Foundation continue its mission

to enhance library programs, resources, and facilities.

Tom and Frances Leach Foundation
Youth reading programs are the keystone of the library’s summer programming, helping curb the
“summer slide” in literacy skills by encouraging reading with goals and prizes all along the way. The Tom
and Frances Leach Foundation has been a generous ongoing partner with Bismarck Library Foundation to
make these possible. Thanks to this support, the library has been able to grow the program with more creative
community-connected prizes such as sponsoring an animal at Dakota Zoo and pay-it-forward opportunities
for participants to select a non-profit to benefit as part of their reading goals. This summer, over 200 youth
participated in the library’s summer reading programs.

Families flocked to the library for this year’s LEGO programming encourages imaginative
summer reading kickoff. play and engineering skills.



Pickleball For All

PICKLEBALL EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE FOR CHECKOUT

Continuing the expansion of the “library of things”, Bismarck
Library Foundation partnered with Bismarck-Burleigh Public
Health to make pickleball equipment available to library
patrons, encouraging physical activity in our community.

“WE’VE RECEIVED NUMEROUS REQUESTS FROM
PATRONS TO ADD PICKLEBALL EQUIPMENT TO
OUR CIRCULATING COLLECTION,” SAYS ASSISTANT
LIBRARY DIRECTOR ELIZABETH JACOBS. “WE’RE
HAPPY TO BE ABLE TO OFFER ALL COMMUNITY
MEMBERS ACCESS TO THIS FUN ACTIVITY.”

Pickleball sets may be checked out for seven days, inquire
at the checkout desk. Visit bisparks.org for pickleball court
locations and times. Pickleball court times are also available
at the YMCA. Other items available for checkout include disc
golf sets, fishing poles, and North Dakota State Park passes.

Light Up the Night

FOUNDATION SUPPORTS
NEW LED LIGHTING

Thanks to the generosity of Bismarck
Library Foundation donors like you,
the library was able to upgrade the
parking lot lighting to LED, improving
illumination of the area before the
dark evenings of winter set in. The new
lights are more energy efficient as well.
Bismarck Library Foundation covered
75% of this lighting replacement project;
the remaining funds were covered
by the library’s operating budget. The
picture shows the previous parking lot
lighting (top image) and the new brighter
illumination (bottom image) thanks to
LED lighting. Thank you!

WINTER 2023

Library pickleball kits include four
paddles and four balls.
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Happy 3rd Birthday, Bookmobile!

THE BURLEIGH COUNTY LIBRARY-ON-WHEELS ROLLS ON

Thanks to tremendous support from 287 individual and business donors like you, in 2019 the Bismarck Library
Foundation helped raise $150,000 to pay for a new Bookmobile, with the new vehicle hitting the road in fall of
2020. Three years later, staff continue to appreciate the new vehicle.

“THE NEW VEHICLE IS SO MUCH QUIETER AT OUR STOPS SINCE WE ONLY RUN THE
GENERATOR WHEN WE USE THE AIR CONDITIONING,” SAYS KELI MCDONALD, HEAD OF
BOOKMOBILE SERVICES. “THE BROWSING SHELVES ARE MORE USER FRIENDLY, ESPECIALLY
FOR OUR PRESCHOOL AGED KIDS, AND THE BUILT-IN WI-FI MAKES CHECKOUTS EASIER.
OUR NEW BOOKMOBILE PROVIDES A BETTER EXPERIENCE FOR BOTH OUR STAFF AND
PATRONS.”

The previous Burleigh County Bookmobile served the residents of Burleigh County since 1975. The much-loved
library-on-wheels needed to be replaced after logging more than 129,000 miles of service, serving thousands
of patrons.

The new vehicle has an approximate lifespan of 20 years and its colorful graphics can be easily spotted at stops
throughout Burleigh County. It makes stops at schools, neighborhoods, and community centers throughout the
county year-round to ensure access to library resources to those who may not have ready access the mainlibrary
facility in downtown Bismarck. For a full schedule of stops, visit bismarcklibrary.org and click on Programs.

SINCE THE NEW BOOKMOBILE HIT THE ROAD IN 2020:

12,000+ = 15,000+

MILES LOGGED VISITS AT OVER 800 STOPS
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Betty Mills

(1926-2023)

We're saddened by the recent passing of Betty Mills, a lifelong
Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library supporter and
advocate. As shared in her obituary, Betty “loved books almost
more than her children (we never made her choose).... She
served on the Bismarck Public Library Board, even helping
haul books to the current location shopping cart by shopping
cart. Often she said her dream was to be locked in a library
with a sack lunch and she effectively achieved that dream in
her homes -- so many books.”

In 2016 Betty was honored with the Bismarck Library
Foundation's Pearce Award, its highest award for library
service. Even late in life, she was still actively supporting the
library, with a celebration of her 95th birthday in 2021 raising
over $4,000 for the Foundation. We will miss Betty dearly.
Her legacy will long live on for us all at the library.

Missouri River Room Refresh

FOUNDATION SUPPORTS LIBRARY MEETING
ROOM UPDATES

Tucked behind the fiction shelves on the library’s lower level,
the Missouri River Room is a favorite gathering space for library
meetings and events. From winter hygge programs to book
clubs to the Bismarck Library Foundation’s own board meetings,
the room has a warm ambience with shelves filled with rare and
unique books and a cozy fireplace, but also a/v equipment that The library’s Reader’s Voice Book Discussion
makes it suitable for most any kind of library program. group gathers in the updated Missouri
River Room.

With its frequent usage, the room was overdue for a refresh with
early 1990s-era carpet and dated wallpaper, but the costs fell
outside of the library’s operating budget. Fortunately, thanks to
our donors, the Foundation was able to step in with $12,000 in
funding to help replace the carpet and remove the old wallpaper
in favor of fresh paint. This is a welcome addition to the updated
furnishings funded by the Friends of the Bismarck Public Library
in 2022. These efforts help ensure the room is a clean, inviting
gathering space for many years to come.
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The Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. Donors

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE GIFTS FROM THE FOLLOWING SUPPORTERS (MAY 16, 2023 TO OCT 15, 2023).

Novel Club Members
$500 Annually

David & Myrna Blackstead
Nikki & Wyatt Ferderer
Mary Maichel & Gerald Guler
Kadon & Michelle Hintz
Dr. Cheryl Huber & Dr. George Mizell
Lon & Dianna Kindseth
John & Shih-Ru Martin
Donna Maston
Matt & Sandy McMerty
The Gifted Bean Coffee House
Dr. Ana Tracey Morgan-Harris
Cynthia & Bob Norland
Kristi & Jack Paris
Ann Pearce
Carol Russell
Jeffrey & Laura Rust
John & Lou Sagsveen
Paul & Patty Sandness
Joan and Bill Severin
Karen Fay Thompson
Zoe Wergeland Manstrom

Gold Card Members

$250 Annually

Bob & Debra Bartosh

Sue & David Bickel

Sylvia Burgess

Governor Jack & Betsy Dalrymple
Keith & Beth Demke

Orville & Kathleen Eide

Sherri & David Field

Flash Printing

Carolyn Frank

Dr. Walter Frank

Vicky & Doug Friez

Debra Gallagher & Greg Tschider
Judge Benny Graff

Donna & Steve Hamar

Roswell & Mary Henke

Joyce Hinman

Juanita & Kim Hocking

Susan & Michael Hummel
Chuck & Carol Iten

Dr. Mustafa Kathawala § Sunanda Jain
Christine Kujawa

Sharyl Maier

Barb & Martin Marchello
Steve Mayer

Glenn & Debbie Muske
Kirk & Nancy Pandolfo
Petro Hunt, LLC

John & Kathleen Risch
Jesse & Cody Sailer

Erik & Amy Sakariassen
Kim & Mike Schaff

Beth Schatz Kaylor & Kent Kaylor
Amber & Tyler Schmalz
Mike & Kathy Schneider
Dr. Nowarat Songsiridej
Sue Sorlie

Sandra Tjaden

Terry & Debbie Traynor
Curt & Bev Walth

Susan & Robert Wefald

Ben Franklin 100 Club Members
$100 Annually

Bob & Tamie Aberle

Fred Anstrom

Bob & Debra Bartosh

Donna Becker

Lynn & Carol Beiswanger

BNI Energy

Nancy Brandvik

Kenneth Breene

Anita Casey-Reed and Tim Reed
Dr. Thomas & Marilyn Christianson
Jim Christianson

Terry & Janice Daffinrud

Mike & Shawn Deisz

Susan Dingle

Dr.John & Janet Doerner
Lorraine Dopson

Michael & Dianne Fladeland
Bob & Jane Graveline

Richard & Elizabeth Gross
Conrad & Beverly Hillman

Paul Homan

Brenda Hove

Melissa Kainz

Bea & Jim Kaiser

Jan & Mark Kamphuis

John & Carol Kapsner
Edward Klecker

Cathy & Terry Kristensen
Michael & Susan Leingang
Mark & Margaret LoMurray
Elizabeth Lucas

Susan Lundberg

Kelly & Steve McCormick
Brent & Boots Montgomery
Jeffrey Nelson

Sherry Niesar & Peter Wax
Jenny Hallenbeck Orr
Delores Pearce

Dr.Jeremiah & Siri Penn

R & S Investment Group, Inc.
Richard Riha

David & Sarah Ripley

Eugene & Paula Roach
Eileen Mack Rouse

Gayle & Larry Schuck

Seifert Electric

Shelly Seifert, MD

Gayla Sherman

Burke & Kay Strothman

Paul & Colette Sukut
Swenson & Hagen Co.

Dr. Wayne & Lois Swenson
Duane & Sylvia Ternes
Harlan & Kathryn Ternes
James Thomas

Thomas & Sharon Tudor

The Honorable Gerald W. Vandewalle
VEFW Post 1326

Alan Wanek

Kurt & Patricia Weinberg
Luke Weinberg

Joy Wezelman

Dr. Peter & Jane White
Timothy & Michelle Wiedrich
Ken & Mona Ziegler
Gail Zimmerman
Mark Zimmerman




General Fund Donations

Tim & Ramona Furlong
Charles Gullicks
Connie Hildebrand
Mary Ann Johnson
MDU Resources Group
Amber Staloch

Bill & Annette Willis

Grants
Bismarck Burleigh Public Health

Fraternal Order of the Eagles Gaming

Trust Fund
Robert & Jane Herr
Tom & Frances Leach Foundation

Bequest
Dorothy Shertzer Estate

Special Purpose Gifts
Linda Ellingson

In memory of Dale Ellingson
Cheryl Gillespie

In memory of Wally Halvorson

In memory of Jordan Looney
Linda & Byron Thronson

In memory of Dale Ellingson
Mary, Jennifer & Ernie Person

In memory of Ben Sitte

Memorials to the Endowment Fund

In Honor of Keith & Beth Demke
Thomas & Katie Hutchens

In Memory of Mary Jane DuFault
Marlene A. Summers

In Memory of Dale Ellingson
Linda Ellingson
Linda & Byron Thronson

Bismarck Library Foundation,
Inc. Board of Directors

President ..................... Justin Hughes
Vice President ................. Joyce Hinman
Secretary .................. Cynthia Norland
Treasurer ...........ooeeeeeeen... Bob Bartosh
FriendsRep. ................... Keith Demke

Library BoardRep. ............ Mike LaLonde

In Memory of June Kline
Dr. Charles & Karen Dahl
G. Kent Ellis
Friends & Family
Janet Daley Jury
Don & Kathy Nordquist

In Memory of Alice Lenore

Sherry Mills Moore & Timothy
Moore

In Memory of Mona Livdahl
Cynthia & Bob Norland
In Memory of Becky Matthews

Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public
Library

Burleigh County Library
In Memory of Betty Mills

LaRoy Baird

Will & Nancy Blevins

Book Club Members

Leslie & Carma Branch

Lyn Burton

Dina Butcher

Clare & Lisa Carlson

Kim & Gail Christianson

Patrick Conmy

Susan Dingle

Ira & Lynn Dubinsky

G. Kent Ellis

Marilyn Ellis

Marilyn Foss

Dr. Kevin & Anne Gilchrist

Joyce Hinman

Wendy Jeske

Fran Joersz

Janet Daley Jury

Carol Kapsner

Ross & Linda Keys

Lon & Dianna Kindseth

Directors
Tyler Demars Kristi Paris
Jenny Hallenbeck Orr Jesse Sailer
Michelle Hintz Patty Sandness
Nikki Ferderer Michael Schaff
Kathy Nordquist Zoe Wergeland
Manstrom
Exec. Director ........... Beth Schatz Kaylor

Office Manager............. Kristi Simenson
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Cathy & Terry Kristensen
Christine Kujawa
Debra & Joseph Leingang
Ron & Brenda Lipp
Steve Neu
Bob & Cynthia Norland
Bonnie & Brian Palecek
Carol Quill
Sally & Gerald Reichert
Burt & Margo Riskedahl
Kevin Ritter
Jill Rosenow
Dale Sandstrom & Gail Hagerty
Joe & Katherine Satrom
Jerel Schimmelpfennig
Daniel § Jane Schreck
Larry & Peggy Shireley
Michelle Sletten
Dr. Charles & Joyce Volk
Jim & Pamela Vukelic
Thomas Walker
Joy Wezelman
Patrick Yantes
Family & friends

In Memory of Evie Nordstrom
Delores Tracy

In Memory of Bill Rambough
Jonnye Mastel

In Memory of John Sakariassen
Susan Dingle

In Memory of Janice “Tootie” Schultz
Julie Borus

In Memory of Audrey Spencer
TraciJuhala
Della Kopp
Karen Oby & Tom Dahle
Family & friends

Library Board of Directors

President .................. Dianna Kindseth
Vice President ............... Mike Fladeland
Trustee ....................... Justin Hughes
Trustee ..........ooooeviiiiinn. Mike LaLonde
Trustee ..........ooooeiiiiiiin... Sue Sorlie
Library Director............ Christine Kujawa
Library Asst.Dir............. Elizabeth Jacobs
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Bismarck Library
Foundation, Inc.

515 North 5th Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501-4057

ART RECEPTION

with Walter Piehl « December 7,2023 | 6:00 pm

Main atrium of Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library

Come celebrate the newest addition to the library’s art
collection, a painting by North Dakota artist Walter Piehl.

The event will include a short presentation and reception.
Free to attend. No RSVP needed.

Artwork & reception are sponsored by Bismarck Library Foundation & other private donors.
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