Bismarck Library
Foundation, Inc.

Summer Fun and Learning
at the Library

FOUNDATION SUPPORTS YOUTH SUMMER PROGRAMMING

This summer at Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library
was one “for the books” thanks to Bismarck Library Foundation
program support.

Summer Reading Challenge

Over 350 youth participated in the library’s summer reading
challenge, logging over 9,000 summer reading hours!

“IT’S EXCITING TO SEE OUR SUMMER READING
PARTICIPATION CONTINUE TO GROW,” SAYS TRACI
JUHALA, HEAD OF YOUTH SERVICES.

Summer reading programs help bridge the educational gap over
the school break. Children and teens logged reading hours and
earned rewards such as an ice cream coupon for 1000 minutes
and an “adopt-an-animal” at Dakota Zoo for 3000 minutes.
This program was made possible by funding from the Tom and
Frances Leach Foundation, with additional funding from Bravera
Bank and Bismarck Library Foundation donors.
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The Bismarck Library Foundation
is a nonprofit organization whose
mission is to enrich and enhance
Bismarck Veterans Memorial
Public Library collections,
resources, and facilities through
the generous support of our
partners and donors.
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LEGO programs are amongst the most
popular STEM programs at the library.

Familiar children’s
literature characters greet
pedestrians on the library’s
6th Street sidewalk.

Summer Fun and Learning
at the Library CONTINUED...

LEGO Take-and-Make Program

The popular LEGO Take-and-Make program continued in 2022
thanks to financial support from MDU Resources Foundation. This
summer over 800 LEGO kits were distributed with sea-themed
builds that tied into the library’s “Sea of Possibilities” summer
reading program theme.

“WE WANT TO ENSURE ALL KIDS GET A CHANCE TO
CREATE AND EXPLORE STORYTELLING THROUGH LEGO,”
SAYS LAURA RYSAVY, TEEN PROGRAMMING COORDINATOR.

“Kids are excited to pick out a kit to take home,” says Rysavy. “We also
distribute kits for those who can't be at the library in-person via Little
Free Libraries, Little Free Pantries, and at Bookmobile stops.”

Active Sidewalks

Take a walk around the library and you'll find some familiar faces
greeting you on the 6th Street sidewalk! In a unique collaboration,
children’s book themed art was added to the library sidewalk by local
artist Crystal Tretbar, encouraging healthy lifestyles. The project was
supported by Blue Zones grant funding from Bismarck-Burleigh
Public Health.

“The arts have a strong history of accomplishing the very things
public health is currently challenged to do: support wellbeing, create
social connection, and transform systems and cultures,” says Katie
Johnke, nutrition services coordinator at Bismarck-Burleigh Public
Health. “When we can combine public health and art, we are helping
create a healthier, livable community.”
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Just Keep Swimming! 4[5

FOUNDATION FUNDS NEW FISH FRIENDS w o

Now introducing: Ruby the flame hawkfish and Professor
Gills the Picasso triggerfish! Thanks to funding from
the Bismarck Library Foundation, the library was able to
purchase two additional fish for the children’s library
saltwater fish aquarium.

To help name them, library staff asked young patrons to
submit their favorite fish names. From Peppa and Asteroid
Blast to Trousers and Torch, the library received quite the
creative list of name suggestions. The foundation board then
voted to select the final names. A special thanks to Rosie and
McKenzie for submitting their name suggestions!

Library Director Christine Kujawa
and Library Foundation Board Member
Mike LaLonde recognize McKenzie and Rosie

for submitting the winning fish names.

Leaving a Legacy

SCHOOLTEACHER BEQUEATHS FUNDS TO
LIBRARY FOUNDATION

Vivian Kuipers had a big heart for libraries. A local
schoolteacher for nearly 40 years, she was a Bismarck
Veterans Memorial Public Library patron and a North
Dakota State Library volunteer, reading newspaper articles
for the blind.

Vivian passed away in December 2021 after a long, full life,
and we are so grateful she ensured her legacy would carry
on, bequeathing $84,000 to Bismarck Library Foundation.
This incredibly generous contribution will generate financial Vivian Kuipers (1923-2021)
support for the library for many years to come.

IN 2022, THANKS TO LIBRARY FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS LIKE YOU:

1,500

LEGO KITS GIVEN TO
AREA YOUTH

NEW LAPTOPS
PURCHASED FOR
COMPUTER CLASSES
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Serving Up Coffee & Kindness

THE GIFTED BEAN COFFEE HOUSE CELEBRATES
EIGHT YEARS

Hard to believe it’s already been eight years since The Gifted Bean
Coffee House started calling the library home! Tucked inside
Bismarck Veterans Memorial Library’s main level, co-owners Matt
and Sandy McMerty and Gifted Bean staff serve coffee and tea drinks,
lunch, and other treats with an extra splash of community care.

“THE GIFTED BEAN COFFEE HOUSE IS SUCH A SPECIAL
PART OF OUR LIBRARY,” SAYS LIBRARY DIRECTOR
CHRISTINE KUJAWA. “HAVING A COFFEE SHOP

‘ HERE ADDS TO THE FEELING OF THE LIBRARY AS A
greets morning customers. COMFORTABLE, INVITING SPACE.”

Gifted Bean barista Hannah

The Bismarck Library Foundation played a key role in raising private funds to build the library coffee shop space
in 2007-2008. During its early years the coffee shop space changed hands a couple times until the McMertys
took over in 2014. The opening of The Gifted Bean turned a dream into reality, creating a successful working
environment for their son Cristian, who has Down syndrome, and for other individuals with unique abilities
and talents.

“There are many people with disabilities in our community who want to be employed, but even with vocational
support services available, opportunities are limited,” says Sandy McMerty. “We opened The Gifted Bean in part
to show what inclusion really looks like, not just for persons with disabilities but for everyone.”

Most days the coffee house bustles with parents and children stopping in after story time with the library’s
Miss Sparkles, staff from nearby hospitals ordering lunch to go, and regulars making it their daily caffeine stop.
But it hasn't always been like that. The pandemic closures of 2020 were difficult for many small businesses,
and The Gifted Bean was no exception. “We weren't sure we'd make it through that,” says Sandy. Since then,
business has slowly picked back up.

“Our customer base is a unique blend,” says Sandy. “Maybe half our customers are library patrons, but many
come just to see us, drawing a new crowd to the library as well. It's a win-win.”

As both an employee and frequent customer, Luke is a The Gifted Bean menu wall includes many McMerty
familiar friendly face at The Gifted Bean. family photos.
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The best way to support the Gifted Bean? Visit the Gifted
Bean. In addition to their standard menu, they offer catering
with 48-hour advance notice. As a token of appreciation,
Bismarck Library Foundation donor club members receive a
free drink at The Gifted Bean for their contribution of $100 or
more annually.

“We get lots of inquiries on job openings from people who
know and understand our mission, seeking employment, but
we don't have any job openings right now,” says Sandy. “Our
ability to hire is based on customer traffic. We'd love to see
our growth continue so we can bring in more coffee-slinging
rockstars in 2023

Everything is better
with sprinkles!

the

GIFTED Monday - Thursday | Friday Saturday Sunday
ea n 9:00 am - 6:00 pm 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 10:00 am - 3:00 pm Closed

coffee house

Computer Lab Upgrade

FOUNDATION SUPPORTS NEW TECHNOLOGY PURCHASE

With financial support from Bismarck Library Foundation,
the library recently upgraded its computer lab equipment
with nine new HP laptops, Office 2021 software for each, and
a cart for easy equipment transport to different areas within
the library.

“THIS TECHNOLOGY UPGRADE ALLOWS STAFF AND
PATRONS EASIER, FASTER, AND MORE EFFECTIVE
ACCESS TO INFORMATION,” SAYS MACALLISTAR
KEMMER, ADULT SERVICES ASSOCIATE.

The new laptops have already been put to work in the library’s
beginning computer and basic genealogy research classes,
which are free and open to the public. “With the most up-to-
date technology, we can teach patrons about software they can
use at home or work to be successful in their everyday lives,”
says Troy Hamre, Adult Services Librarian. For information on
upcoming classes, visit bismarcklibrary.org.

New laptops set up in computer

lab for a recent Introduction to
Microsoft Excel class.
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The Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. Donors

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE GIFTS FROM THE FOLLOWING SUPPORTERS (MAY 16-OCTOBER 15, 2022).

Novel Club Members
$500 Annually

David & Myrna Blackstead
Marla & Phil Coffin
Myrna Dahl
Nikki & Wyatt Ferderer
Mary Maichel & Gerald Guler
Kadon & Michelle Hintz
Dr. Cheryl Huber & Dr. George Mizell
Lon & Dianna Kindseth
Donna Maston
Matt & Sandy McMerty

The Gifted Bean Coffee House
Betty Mills
Dr. Ana Tracey Morgan-Harris
Joan Nordstrom
Cynthia & Bob Norland
Kristi & Jack Paris
Carol Russell
Jeffrey & Laura Rust
John & Lou Sagsveen
Paul & Patty Sandness
Mary Jane and Dan Schmaltz
Bill § Joan Severin
Western Steel and Plumbing

Gold Card Members
$250 Annually

Bob Bartosh

Sue Bickel

Sylvia Burgess
Betsy Dalrymple
Keith Demke
Orville Eide
Sherri Field

Flash Printing
Carolyn Frank

Dr. Walter Frank
Vicky Friez

Debra Gallagher
Judge Benny Graff
Donna Hamar
Joyce Hinman
Juanita Hocking
Susan Hummel
Chuck Iten

Dr. Mustafa Kathawala

Christine Kujawa
Sheryl Maier
Steve Mayer
Glenn Muske

Kirk Pandolfo

Ann Pearce

Petro Hunt, LLC
Helen Risen

Jesse Sailer

Erik Sakariassen
John Sakariassen
Kim Schaff

Beth Schatz Kaylor
Amber Schmalz
Mike Schneider
Dr. Nowarat Songsiridej
Sue Sorlie

Sandra Tjaden
Curt Walth

Susan Wefald

Ben Franklin 100 Club Members
5100 Annually

Dr. Ferdinand Addo

Fred Anstrom

Bob & Debra Bartosh

Donna Becker

Lynn & Carol Beiswanger

BNI Energy

Nancy Brandvik

Kenneth Breene

Anita Casey-Reed and Tim Reed
Dr. Thomas & Marilyn Christianson
Jim Christianson

Lillian Crook

Terry & Janice Daffinrud

Mike & Shawn Deisz

Susan Dingle

Dr.John & Janet Doerner
Lorraine Dopson

Michael & Diane Fladeland
Donna & Joel Fricke

Richard & Elizabeth Gross
Conrad & Beverly Hillman
Brenda Hove

Bea Kaiser

M. Peggy Kaldahl

John & Carol Kapsner
Lawrence King

Ed Klecker

Cathy & Terry Kristensen
James & Gail Leary

Mark & Margaret LoMurray
Elizabeth Lucas

Susan Lundberg

John & Shih-Ru Martin
Brent & Boots Montgomery
Jeffrey Nelson

Sherry Niesar & Peter Wax
Noreen Olson

Delores Pearce

R & S Investment Group, Inc.
Richard Riha

David & Sarah Ripley
Eugene & Paula Roach
Eileen Mack Rouse

Amber Schatz & Matt Danks
Gayle Schuck

Jan Schultz

Seifert Electric

Gayla Sherman

Burke & Kay Strothman
Paul & Colette Sukut
Swenson & Hagen Co.

Dr. Wayne & Lois Swenson
Duane & Sylvia Ternes
Harlan & Kathryn Ternes
Arla R. Teske

James Patrick Thomas
Karen Fay Thompson
Thomas & Sharon Tudor
The Honorable Gerald W. Vandewalle
Alan Wanek

Kurt & Patricia Weinberg
Luke Weinberg

Don & Peggy Weisz

Joy Wezelman

Dr. Peter & Jane White
Timothy & Michelle Wiedrich
Ken & Mona Ziegler

Mark Zimmerman



Meet The Team

Bismarck Library Foundation,
Inc. Board of Directors

President ... Nikki Ferderer
Vice President .................... Justin Hughes
Secretary ... Cynthia Norland
Treasurer ... Bob Bartosh
Friends Rep. .ecovmrvverrnrieenns Keith Demke
Library Board Rep. ........... Mike LaLlonde
Directors

Tyler Demars Kristi Paris
Jenny Hallenbeck Orr Jesse Sailer
Joyce Hinman Patty Sandness
Michelle Hintz Michael Schaff
Thomas Mayer Zoe Wergeland
Kathy Nordquist Manstrom
Exec. Director ........ Beth Schatz Kaylor
Office Manager ............. Kristi Simenson

Library Board of Directors

President ..., Mike LaLonde
Vice President .............. Dianna Kindseth
Trustee ... Mike Fladeland
TIUSEEE oo Justin Hughes
TIUSLEE oo Sue Sorlie
Library Director .......... Christine Kujawa
Library Asst. Dir. ............ Elizabeth Jacobs

“Tis the season
for warm drinks!

The Gifted Bean Coffee House
Located inside Bismarck Veterans
Memorial Public Library
Mon-Thurs 9 am - 6 pm
Fri9am-4pm
Sat10 am -3 pm

v GIFTED o4

Bean

coffee house

General Fund Donations

Amuvets Post #9

Bormann, Myerchin, Espeseth
and Edison, LLP

In Memory of Hal Simons
Evelyn Dachtler
Robert & Mary Jane Herr
Connie Hildebrand

Dr. Cheryl Huber & Dr. George
Mizell

MDU Resources Group
Charles Miska

Petro-Hunt, LLC

R & S Investment Group, Inc.

Grants

FINRA Investor Education
Foundation

Special Purpose Gifts

Orville & Kathleen Eide
Cheryl Gillespie

In Honor of Zoey Gillespie
Craig & Kari Schmidt
Urban Harvest

Bequest
Vivian Kuipers Estate

Honorariums to the
Endowment Fund

In Honor of Nadeane Silbernagel
Donna & Joel Fricke

In Honor of Connie Zahn
Paul & Colette Sukut

Memorials to the
Endowment Fund

In Memory of Jerry Blessum
Nikki & Wyatt Ferderer

In Memory of Agnes
Christianson

Don & Kathy Nordquist
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In Memory of Mary Dinyer
Don & Kathy Nordquist

In Memory of Claribel Gengler
Kurt & Patricia Weinberg

In Memory of Noel Holoman
Zoey Gilles

In Memory of Illona Jeffcoat-
Saco

Cynthia & Bob Norland

In Memory of Guy McCommon
Craig & Kari Schmidt

In Memory of LeRoy Mertz
Linda Lindberg

In Memory of Rocky Metzger
Cynthia & Bob Norland

In Memory of Gilbert Nordstrom
Timothy Anderson

Central Dakota Amateur
Radio Club

Dr. Blaine & Denise Clausnitzer

David & Margery Graham

Bea Kaiser

PJ Kelley

Christine Kujawa

D M Olson

Matt Perila

Jill Rosenow

Sharon Seiter

Thomas & Evalee Williams
In Memory of Betty Riedlinger

Nadeane Silbernagel

In Memory of Mildred
Schimmelpfennig

Jerel Schimmelpfennig

In Memory of Jane Towne
Bill & Joan Severin

In Memory of Richard Weber
David Schaaf
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