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Spring Refresh at the Library
FOUNDATION FUNDS SUPPORT MAIN LEVEL PAINTING

The repainting of the library’s main floor is now complete! 
Bismarck Library Foundation and the Friends of the Bismarck 
Public Library partnered in contributing $31,000 to make this 
project possible (remaining funds came from the library’s 
operating budget). 

“T H E MAI N F LO O R HAS B E E N CO M P L E T E LY 
T RAN S FO R M E D,”  SA I D  L I B RAR Y D I R EC TO R 
C H R I S T I N E KU JAWA.  “ I T  I S  B R I G H T,  M O D E R N,  
AN D WE LCO M I N G.”  

Library staff provided input on the refreshed color palette with 
calming hues of blue and warm tan. A special thank you to 
the painters at Bob Eckert Painting, who completed the work 
over eight weeks during the library’s closed hours to minimize 
disturbances for patrons and staff. Library Director Christine 
Kujawa expressed gratitude to both the Foundation and Friends 
of the Library, whose support made this possible.
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Great Libraries Build 
Great Communities 
The Bismarck Library Foundation 
is a nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to enrich and enhance 
Bismarck Veterans Memorial 
Public Library collections, 
resources, and facilities through 
the generous support of our 
partners and donors. 
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Mister and Missus G entertain with 

stories and songs in English and Spanish 

during an extra special story time.

Ben Gundersheimer, known 

onstage as Mister G, combines 

music and storytelling into 

engaging performances for 

children and families.

Celebrating Our Diversity
FOUNDATION SUPPORTS MULTI-CULTURAL L IBRARY EVENTS

Bismarck Library Foundation and the Friends of the Bismarck 
Public Library came together to help fund two great library events 
this spring that celebrated our community’s rich diversity. 

Mister G
On Tuesday, March 28, the library offered a special story time 
program with Latin Grammy Award-winning artist, author, and 
educator Mister G, also known as “the bilingual rock star.” Mister 
G shared stories and songs in Spanish and English with over 100 
children under the green leafy trees in the children’s library. In 
addition to library patrons, local elementary students participating 
in English as a Second Language (ESL) educational programs and 
their teachers were invited to attend. Miss Sparkles joined in the fun 
singing songs and dancing along to the music. 

Families Around the World
Mister G also headlined the library’s annual Families Around 
the World event on Monday, March 27. The library’s main level 
transformed into a multi-cultural fair as patrons visited booths 
highlighting various cultural backgrounds represented in our 
community, sampling foods, participating in craft activities, 
exploring the inflatable Discovery Dome from Bismarck Public 
Schools, and attending the Mister G bilingual children’s concert. 

“FAM I L I E S  AR O U N D T H E WO R L D I S  A  FAVO R I T E  E V E N T 
FO R MAN Y,  AN D AD D I N G M I S T E R G T H I S  Y EAR WAS A 
R EAL  T R EAT,”  SA I D  T RAC I  J U HALA,  H EAD O F YO U T H 
S E R V I C E S . 

“We are so happy to be able to provide opportunities for youth to 
embrace the variety of cultural influences we are fortunate to share 
in this community,” said Juhala. “In addition to the importance 
of learning about new traditions, it is vital that children see their 
families and themselves reflected in the materials and programs we 
make available at the library.”  

Both engagements were supported by the Arts Midwest GIG 
Fund, a program of Arts Midwest that is supported by the National 
Endowment for the Arts, with additional contributions from the 
North Dakota Council on the Arts. Additional funding was provided 
by the Bismarck Library Foundation and the Friends of the Bismarck  
Public Library.



Disc Golf for Everyone 
K I T S  N O W  A VA I L A B L E  F O R  C H E C KO U T

Transforming Stock into Book Stacks
S TA C K I N G  TA X  B E N E F I T S  P R O V I D E S  B O O S T  F O R  F O U N D AT I O N  D O N O R S

Bismarck boasts disc golf courses at Sibley Nature Park, Lions 
Park, United Tribes Technical College, and Bismarck State 
College, but access to this sport is limited to those with the 
equipment to play. Thanks to a partnership with Bismarck-
Burleigh Public Health, the library has added disc golf sets to 
its growing “library of things.” Sets include three discs – driver, 
mid-range, and putter discs – and a carrying case. They may 
be checked out for seven days, inquire at the checkout desk. 

“Being physically active and spending time outdoors has been 
shown to improve both physical and mental health,” says Katie 
Johnke, nutrition services coordinator at Bismarck-Burleigh 
Public Health. “Disc golf provides an opportunity to move your 
body, connect with others, and improve your mood.”

Other summer items available for library checkout include 
fishing poles, children’s life jackets, and the ever-popular 
North Dakota state park pass, which was the library’s top 
circulating item last year.  

Bob and Cynthia Norland are long-time Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library patrons and Bismarck 
Library Foundation supporters. After consultation with their investment advisor, the Norlands integrated 
nonprofit contributions into their investment strategy, increasing tax exemptions by donating directly to 
Bismarck Library Foundation from their portfolio. 

“WE’V E FO U N D D O NAT I N G D I R EC T LY  F R O M O U R I N V E S T M E N T P O R T FO L I O I S  A  G R EAT 
WAY TO MAX I M I Z E  O U R CO N T R I B U T I O N S TO N O N P R O F I T S  L I K E  B I S MAR C K L I B RAR Y 
FO U N DAT I O N,”  SA I D  C Y N T H IA.  “WE’R E G LAD TO K N OW WE’R E H E L P I N G E N S U R E T H E 
L I B RAR Y WI L L  B E  H E R E FO R O U R CO M M U N I T Y  FO R MAN Y Y EAR S TO CO M E.”

By moving funds from an investment fund such as a 401k or IRA to a nonprofit, contributions are typically exempt 
from federal income tax and capital gains tax. In addition, unique to our state, the North Dakota Charitable 
Income Tax Credit allows a 40% state tax credit for contributions of $5,000 or more to qualified endowments, 
such as the Bismarck Library Foundation’s endowment fund. This is on top of any federal tax savings received by 
itemizing qualifying charitable donations on one’s tax return. These generous contributions generate ongoing 
financial support for the library via the endowment fund. Consult your tax advisor to decide what strategy is best 
suited for you. 
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Disc golf is quickly growing in 

popularity. These kits now make 

this sport accessible to anyone 

with a library card.
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For the Love of Libraries
F O U N D AT I O N ’ S  A N N U A L  A R T  O F  B O O K S  E V E N T  D R A W S 
A  C R O W D

A sold out crowd of over 130 library supporters arrived after-hours 
at the library on Friday, April 28 for Bismarck Library Foundation’s 
annual Art of Books “Fun”raiser event, celebrating our library with 
art, food, and fun while raising over $5,000. 

“ I T ’S  WO N D E R F U L TO GAT H E R AN D S E E AL L  T H E 
S U P P O R T FO R O U R L I B RAR Y F I R S T-HAN D,”  SA I D 
FO U N DAT I O N E X EC U T I V E D I R EC TO R B E T H S C HAT Z 
KAY LO R.  “T H E L I B RAR Y I S  T H E H EAR T O F O U R 
CO M M U N I T Y,  I N  S O MAN Y WAY S.” 

Guests sampled food and beverages while browsing local art. 
Local artist Ali LaRock provided an art demonstration while Katie 
Cashman Fitzsimmons from Cashman Auctionisters emceed the 
evening with trivia and a live auction. The Foundation’s Pearce 
Award for Library Service recipient Ed Klecker was also honored at 
the event, with former Foundation director Gayle Schuck presenting 
the award to her longtime Foundation colleague and friend. 

This event was made possible by sponsors Fredrikson & Byron 
and Richard & Marilyn Gunsch; contributing local artists; and 
our contributing donors Anima Cucina, Bismarck Larks Baseball, 
Bismarck Parks & Recreation, Buffalo Commons Brewing, Cashman 
Auctionisters, Christine & Sky Kujawa, Dakota Stage Ltd, Ferguson 
Books, Fern Candle, Gifted Bean Coffee House, Kristi Paris, Michelle 
Hintz, Mike LaLonde, Nikki Ferderer, Northern Plains Dance, Patty 
& Paul Sandness, Sleepy Hollow Theatre & Arts Park, Thomas & 
Katie Hutchens, Transitions Yoga, and local authors Ben Brick, Claus 
Lembke, and Clay Jenkinson. Thank you!  

Longtime Bismarck Library Foundation 

supporter Ed Klecker was honored with 

the Pearce Award for Library Service.

Ali LaRock creates an 

artwork during the Art of 

Books event, which was 

auctioned off at the end  

of the evening.
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L I B R A R Y  U S A G E  I S  O N  T H E  R I S E  I N  B I S M A R C K !  I N  2 0 2 2 : 

I N C R E A S E  I N  P H Y S I C A L 
I T E M S  C H E C K E D  O U T

+16% 
I N C R E A S E  I N  L I B R A R Y 

V I S I T O R S

+14% 
I N C R E A S E  I N  D I G I TA L 
I T E M S  C H E C K E D  O U T

+23% 
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A Four-Star Foundation  
FOUNDATION EARNS HIGHEST RATING FROM  
C H A R I T Y  N A V I G AT O R

Librarians Traci Juhala and 

MacAllistar Kemmer prepare for the 

library’s garden seed giveaway event.
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Bismarck Library Foundation is proud to announce it has earned 
Charity Navigator’s highest four-star charity reliability ranking. 
Charity Navigator is one of the leading resources for assessing 
nonprofit performance in support of philanthropic decision 
making. 

“T H I S  RAN K I N G R E F L EC T S TO O U R S U P P O R T E R S 
AN D D O N O R S T H E B I S MAR C K L I B RAR Y 
FO U N DAT I O N’S  U NWAV E R I N G CO M M I T M E N T TO 
P R U D E N T LY MANAG E O U R F U N D S AN D U T I L I Z E 
T H E M TO S U P P O R T T H E L I B RAR Y,  I T S  M I SS I O N, 
AN D O U R CO M M U N I T Y  I N  A  CO S T-E F F EC T I V E  AN D 
M EAN I N G F U L MAN N E R,”  SA I D  B I S MAR C K L I B RAR Y 
FO U N DAT I O N B OAR D P R E S I D E N T J U S T I N H U G H E S. 

Per Charity Navigator, its four-star ranking is given to nonprofits 
who score 90 or above in its review and are “likely to be a highly-
effective charity.” The ranking indicates the organization 
“exceeds or meets best practices and industry standards across 
almost all areas.” 

Bunnies and Gardens Galore!
F O U N D AT I O N  S U P P O R T S  S P R I N G  L I B R A R Y  P R O G R A M S

After the long winter, library patrons were eager to celebrate 
spring with Foundation-supported spring library programs. 
Orville the Rabbit made an appearance with a spring backdrop 
creating a free opportunity for families to take a photo in 
celebration of the season. The rabbit costume was purchased 
with Bismarck Library Foundation funding. 

Bismarck Library Foundation also partnered with Bismarck-
Burleigh Public Health to offer free garden seeds to patrons, 
with members of the Bismarck Garden Club on hand to offer 
gardening advice. Both programs were popular with many 
positive comments from appreciative patrons, including kids 
sharing with librarians their favorite (and not so favorite!) 
vegetables to grow and eat. For information on upcoming library 
programs, visit bismarcklibrary.org. 



The Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. Donors
WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE GIFTS FROM THE FOLLOWING SUPPORTERS (OCT. 16, 2022 TO MAY 15, 2023).
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Novel Club Members
$500 Annually

David & Myrna Blackstead
Marla & Phil Coffin
Nikki & Wyatt Ferderer
Mary Maichel & Gerald Guler
Kadon & Michelle Hintz
Dr. Cheryl Huber & Dr. George 

Mizell 
Lon & Dianna Kindseth
John & Shih-Ru Martin
Donna Maston
Matt & Sandy McMerty 
  The Gifted Bean Coffee 

House
Betty Mills
Dr. Ana Tracey Morgan-Harris
Cynthia & Bob Norland
Kristi & Jack Paris
Ann Pearce
Carol Russell
Jeffrey & Laura Rust
John & Lou Sagsveen
Paul & Patty Sandness
Mary Jane and Dan Schmaltz
Bill & Joan Severin
Zoe Wergeland Manstrom 

Gold Card Members
$250 Annually

Bob & Debra Bartosh
Sue & David Bickel
Sylvia Burgess
Governor Jack & Betsy 

Dalrymple
Keith & Beth Demke
Orville & Kathleen Eide
Sherri & David Field
Flash Printing
Carolyn Frank
Dr. Walter Frank
Vicky & Doug Friez
Debra Gallagher & Greg 

Tschider
Judge Benny Graff
Donna & Steve Hamar
Joyce Hinman
Juanita & Kim Hocking
Susan & Michael Hummel
Chuck & Carol Iten
Dr. Mustafa Kathawala & 

Sunanda Jain

Christine Kujawa
Sharyl Maier
Barb & Martin Marchello
Steve Mayer
Glenn & Debbie Muske
Kirk & Nancy Pandolfo
Petro Hunt, LLC
Helen & Mike Risen
Jesse & Cody Sailer
Erik & Amy Sakariassen
Kim & Mike Schaff
Beth Schatz Kaylor & Kent 

Kaylor
Amber & Tyler Schmalz
Mike & Kathy Schneider
Dr. Nowarat Songsiridej
Sue Sorlie
Sandra Tjaden
Curt & Bev Walth
Susan & Robert Wefald

Ben Franklin 100 Club 
Members

$100 Annually

Bob & Tamie Aberle
Dr. Ferdinand Addo
Fred Anstrom
Bob & Debra Bartosh
Donna Becker
Lynn & Carol Beiswanger
BNI Energy
Nancy Brandvik
Kenneth Breene
Anita Casey-Reed and Tim 

Reed
Dr. Thomas & Marilyn 

Christianson
Jim Christianson
Terry & Janice Daffinrud
Mike & Shawn Deisz
Susan Dingle
Dr. John & Janet Doerner
Lorraine Dopson
Michael & Dianne Fladeland
Donna & Joel Fricke
Bob & Jane Graveline
Richard & Elizabeth Gross
Roswell & Mary Henke
Conrad & Beverly Hillman
Brenda Hove
Melissa Kainz
Bea & Jim Kaiser

M. Peggy Kaldahl
John & Carol Kapsner
Edward Klecker
Cathy & Terry Kristensen
James & Gail Leary
Michael & Susan Leingang
Mark & Margaret LoMurray
Elizabeth Lucas
Susan Lundberg
Brent & Boots Montgomery
Jeffrey Nelson
Sherry Niesar & Peter Wax
Noreen Olson
Delores Pearce
Dr. Jeremiah & Siri Penn
R & S Investment Group, Inc.
Richard Riha
David & Sarah Ripley
Eugene & Paula Roach
Eileen Mack Rouse
Amber Schatz & Matt Danks
Gayle & Larry Schuck
Seifert Electric
Shelly Seifert, MD
Gayla Sherman
Burke & Kay Strothman
Paul & Colette Sukut
Swenson & Hagen Co.
Dr. Wayne & Lois Swenson
Duane & Sylvia Ternes
Harlan & Kathryn Ternes
Arla R. Teske
James Thomas
Karen Fay Thompson
Thomas & Sharon Tudor
The Honorable Gerald W. 

Vandewalle
Alan Wanek
Kurt & Patricia Weinberg
Luke Weinberg
Joy Wezelman
Dr. Peter & Jane White
Timothy & Michelle Wiedrich
Ken & Mona Ziegler
Mark Zimmerman

General Fund Donations

Dr. Ferdinand Addo
Bismarck Mandan Garden Club
Allen Blaich
Cathy & Paul Breiner
Alena Broxmeyer
Gail Christianson
Dr. Charles & Karen Dahl
Patrick & Rosalie Dingus
Fortnightly Club
Dr. Walter & Carolyn Frank
Dr. Donald & Marlene Hastings
Sheila & Michel Hillman
Justin Hughes
Thomas & Katie Hutchens
Timothy Kingstad
Mike & Karen LaLonde
Cathy Langemo
Tim & Shelli Langerud
Gerald & Jean Newborg
Jonathan O’Konek
Bill & Linda Pape
Richard Riha
Dorothy Rolfstad
Scheels
Dan & Mary Jane Schmaltz
Duane & Kathie Schmidt
Ronald & Mary Schneider
Patrick & Liz Ward
Carole Watrel
Don Weisz
Barbara Wezelman
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Whalen
Richard & Anne Willetts
David Young

Grants

Arts Midwest, Inc.
Bismarck Burleigh Public 

Health
Fredrikson Foundation
MDU Resources Foundation
North Dakota Community 

Foundation
North Dakota Humanities 

Council
Northwest North Dakota 

Community Foundation
Susanne Mattheis Charitable 

Fund
Tom & Frances Leach 

Foundation
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Special Purpose Gifts

Bismarck Kiwanis Club 
Foundation

Orville & Kathleen Eide
Fortnightly Club
Bea & Jim Kaiser
Margaret Oberlander
Bismarck Prairie Rose Lions 

Club
Sue Sorlie

Endowment Gifts

Chuck & Carol Iten
Lawrence Klemer
Cynthia & Bob Norland
Kristi & Jack Paris
Harry Pearce
Dr. Kenneth & Evelyn 

Silbernagel
Sue Sorlie

Honorarium to the 
Endowment Fund

In Honor of Kevin Tengesdal
  Bryan Beyer

Memorials to the 
Endowment Fund

In Memory of Jerry 
Breidenbach

  Traci Juhala
  Christine Kujawa
In Memory of Susie 

Brynjolfson-Miede
  Bob & Cynthia Norland
In Memory of Kevin Grey Bull
  Bea & Jim Kaiser
In Memory of Denis Carlson
  Bonnie & Brian Palecek

In Memory of Della (Reardon) 
Elhard

  Maria Reardon
In Memory of Rosalie Fried
  Brenda Bulawa
In Memory of Joseph Frieze
  Darlene Frieze
  Joseph Frieze family
In Memory of Barb Krogsrud
  Joyce Hinman
In Memory of Edna Mahowald
  Cynthia & Bob Norland
In Memory of Charlotte (Char) 

McLaughlin
  Joyce Hinman
In Memory of Alma Virginia 

Pedeliski
  Theodore & Virginia Pedeliski
In Memory of John “Bob” 

Sakariassen
  Carolyn Barks
  Dina Butcher
  Joyce Hinman
  Lisa Johnson
  Christine Kujawa
  The Sakariassen Family
  Carolyn Twingly
  Joy Wezelman
In Memory of Janice “Tootie” 

Schultz
  Marcie Andre
  Evelyn Buchfink
  Dina Butcher
  Mr. & Mrs. Alan Butts
  Gail Christianson
  Mike & Julie Fedorchak
  Doris Flurer
  Cynthia & Thomas Forster
  Donna & Joel Fricke

  Friends & Family
  Carolyn Haneberg
  Deanna Hill
  Joyce Hinman
  Todd & Kristin Jackson
  Fran Joersz
  Dick & Connie Johnsen
  Linda Juhala
  Edward Klecker
  Barbara Klein
  Lida Mallory
  Terry Meisner
  Next Era Energy Council
  Barbara & Allen Olson
  Jean Olson
  Margaret Puetz
  Amy Rung
  Carol Russell
  Vinjay Singh
  Susan Spaulding
  Tom & Michelle Strinden
  Sara Tam
  Helan Jane Walstad
  Susan & Robert Wefald
  Roberta Westbee
  Lori Willoughby
  Laura Zabel
In Memory of Audrey Spencer
  Gary & Alvina Allmendinger
  Dianne Becker
  Kathy Baerlocher
  Bismarck Prairie Rose Lions 

Club
  David & Ruth Borlaug
  Rick & Jane Clayburgh
  Victoria Dahlstrom
  Gregory & Jacqueline Dockter
  Family & Friends

  Arden Hagerott
  Jonathan & Karen Hagerott
  Sharon Helbling
  Elizabeth Jacobs
  Linda Juhala
  Christine Kujawa
  Brett & Jenell Loftesnes
  Mike & Kristin Love
  Annella Monson
  Blaine & Paula Nordwall
  James & Priscilla Paul
  Theodore & Virginia Pedeliski
  Mark & Cindy Resner
  Bonnie Sauve
  James & Jeanne Selby
  Darrel Spencer
  Terry & Debbie Traynor
  Steven & Belinda Van Dyke
  Lorraine & Lucas Weber
  Joy Wezelman
  Jean Wolf
In Memory of John (Jack) 

Wilson
  Burt & Margo Riskedahl

Bismarck Library Foundation, 
Inc. Board of Directors

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Justin Hughes

Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Joyce Hinman

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Cynthia Norland

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Bob Bartosh

Friends Rep. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Keith Demke

Library Board Rep. . . . . . . . . . . . .            Mike LaLonde

Directors

Tyler Demars	 Kristi Paris

Jenny Hallenbeck Orr	 Jesse Sailer

Michelle Hintz	 Patty Sandness

Nikki Ferderer	 Michael Schaff

Kathy Nordquist	 Zoe Wergeland 
	 Manstrom

Exec. Director . . . . . . . . . . .             Beth Schatz Kaylor

Office Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Kristi Simenson

Library Board of Directors
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Mike LaLonde

Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Dianna Kindseth

Trustee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Mike Fladeland

Trustee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Justin Hughes

Trustee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Sue Sorlie

Library Director. . . . . . . . . . . .             Christine Kujawa

Library Asst. Dir. . . . . . . . . . . . .             Elizabeth Jacobs
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1,500

6,500

youth LEGO  
kits

additional digital 
checkouts 

• New ride-on commercial vacuum  
• Tower garden for children’s library • And much more!

A selection of projects made possible in 2022 by Foundation donors & partners:

American Library Association · Andrist Charitable Trust · Arts Midwest · Bismarck-Burleigh Public Health · Bravera · Dakota West Arts 
Council · Frederickson & Byron · FINRA Foundation · MDU Resources Foundation · Midco · ND Council on the Arts · Petro-Hunt · 

Sanford Health · Scheels · Susanne Mattheis Charitable Trust · Target · Tom & Frances Leach Foundation · Donors Like YOU!

OUR GENEROUS 2022 PARTNERS! 

9,000

3

9
hours logged by 
350 youth during 
summer reading 
challenge

new laptops for  
computer lab 

upgrade

new boilers on order 
for heating equipment 

replacement


