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Soft spring breezes, sunny days and flirty 
robins herald the arrival of that much-
awaited season—summer. And what could 
be better than a cozy hammock or an 
inviting lawn chair to curl up with a good 
book? It’s time to think about summer 
reading.

The Children’s Department at the Bismarck 
Veterans Memorial Public Library has 
some wonderful new titles in store for 
children this summer, thanks to a $10,000 
gift to the Library Foundation from Jack 
and Kristen Paris. Traci Juhala, children’s 
librarian, says that many new books have 
been purchased this year, including a set of 
ancient civilization biographies, the likes of 
Caesar Augustus, Buddha, Cicero, Joan of 
Arc, and King Arthur among others. A new 
set of the much-loved Mercer Mayer series 
has been added, along with a complete set 
of Peanuts cartoons by Charles Schulz. 
Juhala said that many titles have been 
replaced and a brand new set of the Boxcar 
children’s series and several new copies of 
Newbery and Caldecott winners have been 
added.

The Children’s Department is also looking 
forward to their summer reading kick-off 
event titled “Make a Splash—Read at your 
Library” scheduled for June 2 at the N. 
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General Fiction
Lee Child
Iris Johansen
Elizabeth Lowell
Alex Kava
Jeffery Deaver
James Patterson
Michael & Kathleen Gear
James Lee Burke
Ivan Doig
Dean Koontz
Lisa Jackson
Richard Paul Evans
Phillip Margolin

Mysteries
Laurie King
Jonathan Kellerman
C.J. Box
Stuart Woods
Elizabeth Peters
Rita Mae Brown
Janet Evanovich
Henning Mankell
Martha Grimes

Romance
Danielle Steel
Linda Lael Miller
Amanda Quick
Sandra Hill
Mary Balough
Susan Mallery
Karen Robards
Debbie Macomber

Science Fiction
David Rollins
Elizabeth Bear
Kage Baker
Patricia Briggs

Look for New Fiction 
by These Authors

D. Heritage Center. This is a joint event 
with both Burleigh and Morton Counties 
participating. Storyteller and musician 
Kevin Muellin from Wisconsin will be a 
special guest providing entertainment as 
part of his North Dakota tour.

Librarian Donna Maston, who selects the 
new adult fiction titles, says 30-35 best 
selling authors have books coming out 
this spring, with fresh reads in mysteries, 
romance and science fiction. Plus, there 
are dozens of new books by lesser known 
authors.              Summer Reading continued on page 5 

Celebrating 35 Years 
Bismarck Library 

Foundation
1975 - 2010



There are many “firsts” in childhood, and the introduction to the local library is a special 
memory for many of us. This column shares some of the stories of library patrons. Bob 
Bartosh is the Senior Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of Dakota Coal Company, 
one of two major subsidiaries of Basin Electric Power Company. He has been with the Basin 
family since 1978. He has served on the Library Foundation Board of Directors since 2006.

I was raised in Garden City, Mich., which is 17 miles west of Detroit. I was in kindergarten 
when I first remember visiting the Garden City Library. I went with my mother. She was a big 
fan of mystery novels and loved Perry Mason murder mysteries. I remember how quiet and 
big the library was. I also remember that if I was too loud, not only did my mother scold me, 
but the library patrons and workers would scold me as well.

When I was in junior high school, I started reading science fiction (Kurt Vonnegut). I continued going to the library 
throughout junior high school and high school, including the libraries at each school.

I restarted the library visits while in college, specifically, my sophomore through senior years. Studying to be an engineer 
required a certain amount of research at the library. However, I lived off campus in a fraternity. It was difficult and 
sometimes impossible to study in that fraternity. The library became my safe place to study for my engineering degree. 
We used to car pool the seven miles to the library after dinner Monday—Thursday and stay there most nights until the 
library closed at midnight. The library was the main reason why I graduated with an engineering degree. We used to do 
some other prohibited activities in the library, which I cannot mention here. But, we had fun and did not get caught!

My library use was extensive when my children were growing up. I have daughters ages 32 and 24, and a son who is 30. 
Now from time to time, I go to the library to work on business issues. We always read to our kids and continue to read to 
the grandkids. Some of the grandkids are old enough to read to us now.

My First Library Experience 
by Bob Bartosh

 
New President Elected

Ed Klecker was elected 
president of the Library 
Foundation at its April 9 
monthly meeting. Tara 
Holt was elected vice 
president. Officers who 
were reelected are Bill 
Pearce, treasurer; and 
Cliff Keller, secretary. 

Ed Klecker was elected to the board in 2007 and 
previously served as vice president and on the 
Development and Nominating Committees. Tara 

Holt was elected to the board 
in 2009 and has served on the 
Development Committee. Both 
were active for the Children’s 
Library Project campaign.

The Library Foundation also welcomes Carol Russell 
as the newest member of the board of directors. Carol 
returned to North Dakota after a career in California in 
public service.

Judith Maxwell, former board president will remain 
as a director. Those retiring from the board include 
Sharon Hoffer, who served two terms as president and 
chaired the Development Committee; Ernie Godfread, 
Chuck Reichert and Lynn Klein. Our thanks to each 
one for providing dedication, service and leadership. 

You CAN Help
Gerdau Ameristeel will donate 5 cents for every pound 
of aluminum cans purchased from the public in June. 
Help the Library Foundation; drop off cans at 1320 
Airport Road.

Bob Bartosh
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Bismarck Library Foundation Donors 
The Bismarck Library Foundation Board of Directors gratefully acknowledges gifts from the following supporters. 

November 1, 2009 through March 31, 2010

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy. However, if you find an error in our list, please bring it to our attention.

Children’s Library Renovation Project
Architectural Concepts, Inc.
Gwen Bradley
Janis Cheney & Stephen Crane
Beth & Keith Demke
Valerie & Leland Fischer
Drs. Ernie & Carolyn Godfread
Dr. Robin and Jennifer Haaland
Gary Harris, Jr.
Tara Holt & Doug Prchal
Dr. Thomas & Katie Hutchens
Constance Hofland & Dr. Craig Johnson
Dr. Paul & Kim Jondahl
Jacob & Gwen Kincaid
Marlowe Kro & Annette Mishler
Michael & Susan Leingang
Elizabeth Lucas
George & Cheryl Mizell
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Paris
The Tom & Frances Leach Foundation
Pamela Vukelic
Timothy & Michelle Wiedrich

Memorials to Children’s Library
In Memory of :	Sonja Sorlie
Given by: 	 Helen Sorlie

In Memory of :	Sebastian Wald
Given by: 	 Donald & Julie Wald

Honorariums to Children’s 
Library 
In Honor of: 	 Their Grandchildren
Given by: 	 Fay & Gerald Behm

In Honor of:	 Joy Wezelman
In Honor of:	 Helen Tracy
Given by:  	 Gary Harris, Jr.

New Gold Card Members
Senator Kent Conrad
Dr. John Lauer
Carol Russell
Daniel Vondrachek

Renewing Gold Card Members
Janis Cheney
Stan Diede
Gerald Guler
Allyn G. Hanson
James Hildebrand
Dr. Sharon Ervin Johnson
Maury Kamins
Cheryl Huber Mizell
William Pearce
Marty Presler
Dr. Albert Samuelson
Kim E. Schaff
Mary Jane Schmaltz
Dr. Nowarat Songsiridej
Sue Sorlie
Darrel L. Spencer
Dr. Albert A. Watrel
Susan Wefald
Don Weisz
Joseph A. Westby
Mona Ziegler

General Fund Donations
Aetna Foundation
MDU Resources Foundation
Seifert Electric
Senator Kent Conrad & Lucy Calautti
Gary Anderson
Larry Chesak
Pat Churchill
Lynn Culver
Dr. Walter & Carolyn Frank
Howard & Adele Gorder
Bro Halff
Irene Ann Linseth
Susanne Mattheis Charitable Fund
George & Cheryl Mizell
Brent Montgomery
James & Eileen Rouse
Kevin & Cheryl Sailer
Howard & LeAnn Schwab
Sue Sorlie
Robert & Linda Tonolli
Alan Wanek

Honorarium to the General 
Fund
In Honor of:        Marlowe Kro
Given by:         Janis Cheney & Stephen Crane

Memorials to the General Fund 
In Memory of:     Dr. Arnold R. Johnson
Given by:             Dr. Sharon Ervin Johnson

In Memory of:     Senator Evan E. Lips
Given by:             Marilyn O’Leary Lips

Honorarium to the Endowment Fund
In Honor of:        Shelly Martel
Given by:             Bradley & Janelle Johnson

Endowment Gifts
Dr. & Mrs. Norman Eshoo
Mid America Steel Inc.
North Dakota Community Foundation
Eugene & Paula Roach

Memorials to the Endowment
Fund
In Memory of:     Alan Grindberg
Given by:            Freeman & Muriel Mahoney\	
	           Northern Plains Laboratory

In Memory of:     Max Marquette
Given by:             Kristi & Larry Simenson

In-Kind Donations
Thank you to the many people who made the 
Children’s Library Grand Opening a success! A 
special thank you to the following:

Bistro—An American Restaurant
Richard & Lisa Bohrer
Friends of the Library
Glasser Images
Mary Golden
Tara Holt
Kevin Lawrence
Midwest Business Systems
Sue Sorlie
Teen VIPs
Midcontinent
Bismarck Tribune  
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4Oh, the Places You’ll Go!
Grand Opening was a Grand Event!

In a gray winter dominated by fog, snow and cold, 
January 23 stands out as a bright spot. A blizzard 

paused. Warm air felt gentle on the cheeks. Water ran 
in the streets. Sunshine made the snow sparkle.

January 23 was a milestone 
for Bismarck Veterans 
Memorial Public Library. 
A break in a major winter 
storm allowed hundreds 
of children and adults to 
attend the Grand Opening 
of the Children’s Library. 
Events began at 1 p.m. 

when (appropriately)        
weatherman Kevin 

Lawrence welcomed everyone. Teen VIPs dressed as story book characters helped 
cut the ribbon. Then dozens of children piled into the updated Story Room to hear 
Lawrence read “Oh, the Places You’ll Go!” by Dr. Seuss.

Meanwhile, literally hundreds of youngsters lined up to have Miles 
of Smiles paint their faces or make an animal out of a balloon. Books 
and other gifts were given away hourly. Kittyko entertained in the 
Story Room later in the afternoon.

That evening, donors were invited to a private party to celebrate the 
completion of the space. Jazz by the John Krueger Quartet set the 
tone for event, which was attended by about 100 people.

In all, the Library Foundation raised $667,000 to renovate the 
Children’s Library and supply new books and materials for children. A 
$50,000 Otto Bremer Foundation grant purchased more than 3,000 new 

books and library materials. Another $10,000 in books 
is being added in 2010, thanks to a gift from Jack and 
Kristen Paris. Any funds left over from the project will be 
used for more books and materials.

The renovation campaign began in October 2007. 
Campaign co-chairs Erik Sakariassen and Dick Weber, 
were assisted by Library Foundation members and 
community volunteers. Over 350 gifts were received. 

A Donor Wall in the Library lists all of the donors. Major 
donors are listed on special plaques inside the Children’s 
Library.
     

Miles of Smiles painted lots of faces.

A young fellow meets a superhero.

Architect Richard and Lisa Bohrer with 
Tom Jones, Library Director

The entrance to the Children’s Library.



54 What do Patrons Think?
Traci Juhala, Children’s Librarian said, “Virtually everyone who 
ventures past the beanstalk and into our enchanted forest comments 
on the beautiful, child-friendly space.  We feel so lucky to live in 
the kind of community that would embrace this library concept and 
go the extra mile to make it happen.” 

Ed Klecker had brought his 4-½-year old grandson, who had a 
wonderful time and said, “Poppa, this is the bestest place!” 

Ann Mayher reported one little girl shouting, “Grandma, look! 
Look! It’s here!” when she saw the space was opened.  

Kate Waldera, Reference Librarian, said, “We’re seeing a lot more families coming 
in to visit the Children’s Library. There are a lot of excited faces.”

Some children had double the fun!

Summer Reading continued from page 1

If you can’t locate a particular book on the New Book shelves, 
a copy may be reserved at the Circulation Desk. Don’t want to 
wander too far from your backyard? The Bookmobile stops at 51 
sites each month. Small towns in Burleigh County, schools, outlying 
neighborhoods and senior residences, such as the Waterford, are 
on the schedule. To find the Bookmobile schedule, check online at 
www.bismarcklibrary.org.  

Library Foundation board members have suggestions for summer 
reading. President Ed Klecker is currently reading a non-fiction 
tale, The Lost City of Z by David Grann. Klecker describes it as a 
tale of obsession, the goal being to find the fabled lost city in the 
Amazon jungle. Klecker also suggests I Sniper by Stephen Hunter 
and Gone Tomorrow by Lee Child, both adventure stories. Klecker, 
who formerly did book reviews for television, reads “a book or 
two a week, most with little redeeming literary value, but highly 
entertaining”—perfect for summer reading,

Another Library Foundation Board member, Tom Mayer, 
recommends The Demon-Haunted World by the late astro-physicist, 
Carl Sagan. In this book Sagan distinguishes between the scientific 
approach as compared to witch hunts of the past and UFO sightings 
and abductions. The author also urges more emphasis on science in 
education at young ages. 

Looking for something a bit lighter for that hammock? Perhaps a 
good romance novel? Just in time for summer reading is Danielle 
Steel’s new release, Matters of the Heart. Nora Roberts’ Savor 
the Moment and Jodi Picoult’s House Rules were both released in 
March. But, if you’re an avid reader,  you probably have your own 
stack of books waiting for a time when you can pour yourself a tall, 
cool glass of lemonade and settle in for a good read.

Who’s Who
The Library Foundation, Inc. Board of Directors
President .............................Ed Klecker
Vice President .....................Tara Holt
Secretary ..............................Cliff Keller
Treasurer .............................William Pearce
Friends Rep. ........................Ann Mayher
Library Board Rep...............Mary Maichel Guler 
Directors..............................Bob Bartosh
 

Development Director ........Gayle Schuck 
Administrative Assistant.....Kristi Simenson	
Library Director...................Thomas T. Jones 

Library Board
President .............................Mary Maichel Guler 
Vice President .....................Richard Weber
Members .............................Bill Whalen

	

Janis Cheney
Carolyn Frank
Mary Golden
Thomas Mayer
Marty Presler
Carol Russell
Judith Maxwell

Erik Sakariassen
Michael Schaff
Sue Sorlie
Jan Schultz
Patty Sandness
Helen Tracy
Richard Weber

Joan Severin.
Elizabeth Lucas

The Limited Edition is published 
twice annually by the Library 
Foundation, Inc. This newsletter 
is mailed to all donors and others 
concerned about the continued 

growth and enhancement of  Library services. If  you 
would like to be added to the mailing list, please call 
Gayle Schuck at (701) 355-1494.



The Charitable Gift Annuity
An Even Better Way to Give with New N.D. Income Tax Credit

By Kevin J. Dvorak, CFP®, President and CEO North Dakota Community Foundation

A Charitable Gift Annuity with the Library Foundation Endowment Fund, a component fund 
of the North Dakota Community Foundation (NDCF), can increase your income and leave a 
charitable legacy for generations to come. 

“In today’s interest rate environment, a charitable gift annuity can give a substantial increase 
in income over earnings from a CD or other fixed income investment,” says Kevin Dvorak, 
president of the NDCF. A person can take an asset that is not producing a large amount of 
income, such as a stock or CD, and gift it to the Foundation for a charitable gift annuity. The 
rates for gift annuities (see table) are particularly attractive in today’s marketplace.  

In addition to the increased income, you are entitled to take a current income tax charitable 
deduction and, in certain cases, a North Dakota Income Tax Credit for a percentage of the gift. 
The Annuity can pay you (and your spouse, if you choose) a lifetime income. The remaining 

principal* is placed in the Foundation’s permanent endowment fund within the NDCF. 

How safe is a gift annuity? The payout is backed by the NDCF’s over $38 million in assets. The NDCF has more than 
30 years of careful stewardship of its endowment funds. Please call Gayle Schuck at the Library Foundation for a free 
illustration showing your annuity rate and tax deduction information.
     	 *Remaining principal amount not guaranteed-fund may be depleted by payments to annuitant

Kevin Dvorak

The North Dakota Community Foundation is not engaged in rendering legal or tax 
advice. This article is meant to provide general information about gift annuities 
and charitable giving. The Foundation recommends that any prospective donor 

consult their tax or legal advisor before entering into a giving program. 6



7
Give a Gift That Will Benefit the Whole Community
Gifts to the The Library Foundation, Inc. can be designated for specific purposes. All gifts are tax deductible and deeply 
appreciated.  Designate my gift for:

	 ___ Gold Card Club 
	 ___ Operating Fund 
	 ___ Endowment Fund 
	 ___ Honorary or Memorial Gift
	        Amount: ______________

Name____________________________________________    	 Street or P.O.__________________________

City______________________________________________    	 State_____    Zip Code____________________

E-Mail____________________________________________	 Phone ________________________________
Please complete and return this form along with a check made payable to:

The Library Foundation  •  515 North 5th Street  •  Bismarck, North Dakota 58501-4081

Libraries are the Go-To Place for Infoby Gayle Schuck
Knowledge is of two kinds. We know a subject ourselves, or we know where we can find information on it. -- Samuel Johnson 

Some people seem to enjoy challenging others. I once worked with a woman who 
questioned why I kept a dictionary on my desk…and used it. One day she asked, 
“Can’t you spell?” 

In response, I quoted a college 
professor, who said it wasn’t 
important to know the answer to 
everything, but it was important 
to know how to find answers. 
That seemed to settle the issue 
with my coworker.  

At the time, I didn’t know the college 
professor was paraphrasing Samuel Johnson. An English author, poet and professor who 

lived in the 1700s, Johnson believed so strongly in the concept of making information resources available that he 
was the author of the first English dictionary. 

Johnson’s wry observation on finding information is still appropriate today. Although public libraries as we know 
them didn’t exist in Johnson’s day, he certainly would champion the modern public library—open to everyone, 
without cost and filled with resources to help everyone gain knowledge and information. 

Libraries are such an integral part of our society that we may take them for granted, like the electricity that 
lights our homes or the roads that allow easy travel. Wikipedia defines a library as “…a collection of sources, 
resources, and services, and the structure in which it is housed.” The array of services available would boggle 
Samuel Johnson’s mind.

For anyone who wants help in searching for information, a stop at the Library’s Reference Desk can be a delightful 
experience. Reference librarians truly enjoy answering questions about services and helping with research projects.  

Gayle Schuck



515 North 5th Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501-4081

Jo in the Gold Card Club!

Membership in the Gold Card Club provides a unique gold library card and 
invitations to Library Foundation events. Membership is $250 per year, with a 
3-year membership requirement.  When applying for membership, please include 
your date of birth for verification to produce your card. Only one person’s name 
may be included on the card. 

Red Roaster Café Opening
The Library’s coffee shop will open this month. Tim and Kim Knutson invite you to 

visit the Red Roaster and try a full range of coffees or a cool summer drink. Check 

out the lunch menu and treat the kids. The hours will be:

	 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.  . . . . . . . . Monday – Thursday
	 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  . . . . . . . . Friday & Saturday
	 1 p.m. – 5 p.m.  . . . . . . . . Sunday
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