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Teens Raise Money for 
Teen Center campaign
The Library’s Teen Advisory 

Committee knew 
they wanted to raise 
money for the Teen 
Center project and 
they came up with 
the perfect fundraiser. 
Every year, the teens 
have a mini golf 
tournament and they 
get together for fun and 
refreshments on a Friday 
evening after the Library 
closes. This year, they 
decided to open up the event 
to families and adults, and ask 
for donations to the Teen Center 
campaign. 

continued on page 2
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Thank you, Mary Maichel Guler  
and Helen Tracy
Mary Maichel Guler and Helen Tracy have 
recently retired from serving on the Library 
Foundation, Inc. Board of Directors. Mary served 
for 11 years and also served as Vice President. 
Helen has been a member of the board for 22 
years and served as President, Vice President, 
and Secretary. Thank you to both ladies for their 
amazing service to the Library Foundation. 

Welcome, Michelle Hintz
Welcome, Michelle Hintz, our newest Library 
Foundation board member. She was born and 
raised in Bismarck, got her elementary education 
degree from UND, and now keeps busy as the 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator at House of Prayer 
Lutheran Church, along with raising her three kids; 
Parker, Owen and Hannah. She has been married 
to Kadon for 13 years and loves running, reading, 
spending time at Lake Isabel in the summer, and 
coffee dates at The Gifted Bean.

Grants support an upgraded Teen 
Center at the Library
THANK YOU to the outstanding corporate 
and community sponsors of our Teen Center 
campaign. We have received the following grant 
awards and pledges:

Bismarck-Mandan Community  
  Foundation - $8,000
MDU Resources Foundation - $25,000
Basin Electric Power Cooperative - $25,000

Great River Energy - $25,000
Capital Credit Union - $5,000
Gate City Bank - $2,500
Friends of the Library - $40,000
ND Library Coordinating Council - $16,081
Starion Financial - $15,000
Otto Bremer Trust - $50,000

Congratulations, Mike LaLonde
Congrats to Library Foundation board member, 
and former board president Mike LaLonde! Mike 
was named the 2016 Bismarck State College 
Alumnus of the Year. A BSC graduate of 1962, 
Mike has dedicated his life to teaching and helping 
others learn. He has been involved with many 
nonprofit organizations and believes strongly in 
giving back to the community. Mike is a lifelong 
photographer and has compiled several of his 
more than 40,000 photos into a published book.

Thank you to the Fredrikson &  
Byron Foundation
The Fredrikson & Byron Foundation continues 
their support of the Library Foundation with a 
$1,000 sponsorship of the Pearce Award and a 
$1,000 unrestricted grant. Thank you!

Thank you to Scheels
During its Day of Giving, Scheels donated $1,000 
to the Library Foundation. The grant will be used 
toward the 2016 children’s summer reading 
program expenses. The 2016 theme will focus on 
wellness, fitness, and sports, with a theme of “On 
Your Mark, Get Set, Read!”

continued from page 1

More than 60 people attended the 
fundraiser and more than $2,500 was 
raised. There was lots of laughter 
as golfers attempted to navigate the 
nine themed holes, including Alice 
in Wonderland, Star Wars, Lord of 
the Rings, The Hunger Games, and 
Harry Potter.

The teens also held a silent auction 
with donated items and a bake 
sale. There were refreshments 
for participants, sponsored by the 
Library Foundation, Inc.
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The Art of Books Entertains a 
Large Crowd
The Art of Books 

event at the Library 
took off for a second 
year. On the evening of 
April 29, a large crowd 
of Library supporters 
and art enthusiasts 
showed up to view the 
art, bid on it, enjoy 
refreshments, and visit 
with friends. 

Thirty-one local artists produced works 
of art that used books and literature as 
inspiration. Some of the items even 
incorporated pieces of books into the 
artwork. Guests at the event snacked 
on pizza, chocolates, nuts, and 
popcorn, and sampled several different 
wines and locally brewed Buffalo 
Commons beer.

Several attendees ended up as the high 
bidders on the art items and were able 
to add some beautiful, one-of-a-kind art 

pieces 
to their collections. 
Other lucky attendees collected some 
of the door prizes that were donated by 
supporters of the Foundation.

Wild Inspire Trivia Tour stirred up the 
crowd with a round of trivia. Teams 
dove in and gave their best effort at 
answering some tough and some ‘no-
brainer’ trivia questions – many inspired 
by literature and art. Each team won a 
prize appropriate to their place in the 
competition, with one team topping all 
others and receiving the “Piece of Cake” 
award, along with gift cards to the Gifted 
Bean Coffee House.

Proceeds from the event were added 
to the fundraising effort for the Teen 
Center campaign.

More photos on page 5
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Pearce Award Winners Honored
Congratulations to our 

2015 Pearce Award 
winners – Tom Jones and 
Mary Jane Schmaltz. These 
long-time Library employees 
were certainly deserving of this 
great honor from the Library 
Foundation, Inc.

The Pearce Award recognizes 
and honors a community 

member who has made significant contributions to 
achieve the mission of the Library Foundation – to 
enrich publicly funded Library services by raising 
private funds to enhance collections, resources, 
and facilities. This award is open to any past or 
present Bismarck native, resident or business who 
has made significant financial, volunteer and/or 
inspirational contributions to the Bismarck Veterans 
Memorial Public Library or the Foundation.  It is 
the Foundation’s highest award.  

The award was named in honor of the Pearce 
Family, who has given substantial leadership and 
financial support to the Library for more than five 
decades. Library Foundation Treasurer Bill Pearce, 
formed the Foundation in 1976 and has served as 
a Foundation officer ever since. The Foundation 
established the Pearce Award for Library Service in 
2011.

Tom Jones assumed the directorship of the 
Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library in 
November 1975 and retired in 2011. During the 
36 years he served as the Library Director, he had 
many career highlights. In 1976, he re-established 
the Burleigh County Bookmobile and organized a 
ballot initiative to increase the Library’s city mill 
levy from 4 to 6 mills. In 1978, the Library joined 
the Online Computer Library Center, Inc., a national 
library computer cooperative for sharing cataloging 
records, thus initiating the development of digital 
records, the basis for a future online library catalog.  
In 1979, as President of the ND Library Association, 
he formed a committee to develop and sponsor a 
successful legislative initiative that established the 
formula for State Aid to Public Libraries. 

In 1983, he was awarded Mountain Plains Library 
Association’s Distinguished Service Award in 
recognition for his leadership on this committee. In 
1985, he was elected as President of the Mountain 
Plains Library Association. In 1989, he oversaw 
the construction of the building expansion from 

17,000 to 70,000 square feet. In 1993, Tom played 
a major role in launching the beginnings of the 
Central Dakota Library Network, sharing in online 
library catalog costs and an efficient way to share 
materials. In 1999, Tom was awarded the ND 
Library Association’s Librarian of the Year award. 

In 2007, he organized an effort to open the first 
full-service coffee shop in a ND public library, with 
fundraising assistance from the Library Foundation 
and Friends of the Bismarck Public Library. In 
2010, he worked with the Library Foundation 
to fundraise for a complete renovation of the 
Children’s Library. Over $660,000 was raised. 

Mary Jane Schmaltz started working at the Library 
in 1971 as the Children’s Librarian. She revived the 
storytime programs and Children’s Department,  
and children referred to her as the “Prairie 
Godmother.”  Soon after, she served as the Head of 
Technical Services, then the Head of Information 
Services, and in 1975 accepted the role of Acting 
Director. Later that year, after Tom Jones was 
hired as the Library Director, the Library Board 
voted to create an Assistant Library Director 
position for Mary Jane, because she was a natural 
in administration and they felt that the two of them 
would make a good team.  

In 1989, after the expansion of the Library building 
was finished, she forged a partnership with AAUW 
to begin sorting through donated materials and 
holding a public book sale. In 1992, she formed 
the Friends of the Bismarck Public Library and the 
partnership of AAUW and Friends began. Thanks 
to her efforts in reviving the Friends and starting the 
book sale, it is now held two times a year, and each 
book sale averages profits of over $20,000.  These 
profits directly benefit the Library and assist in 
funding special events and projects.  

Throughout her time as Assistant Library Director, 
she continued to work at the Information Desk, and 
in 2013 she was promoted to Library Director. Mary 
Jane retired from the Library in 2014 after 42 years 
of service.  

Tom and Mary Jane received their Pearce Awards 
at The Art of Books event on April 29. Past 
Pearce Award winners Erik Sakariassen and Bill 
Pearce presented the awards, which were framed 
prints of the Ric Sprynczynatyk watercolor of the 
library building.

Tom Jones (left) and 
Mary Jane Schmaltz 
(right) were awarded 
the 2015 Pearce Award 
by prior award winners, 
Bill Pearce (center left) 
and Erik Sakariassen 
(center right).)
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The Limited Edition  
is published twice  
per year by the 

Library Foundation, Inc. This newsletter is mailed  
or emailed to all donors and others concerned 
about the continued growth and enhancement of  
Library services. If you would like to be added 
to the mailing list, please email the Foundation at 
libraryfoundation@bismarcklibrary.org or call  
355-1494.

Who’s Who
The Library Foundation, Inc. 
Board of Directors
President .............................................Dick Weber

Vice President................................. Jesse Sailer

Secretary............................................... Kristi Paris

Treasurer .............................................William Pearce

Friends Rep. ..................................... Elizabeth Jacobs

Library Board Rep. ...................Michael Schaff

Directors
	 Bob Bartosh	 Thomas Mayer
	 Sheri Coleman	 Kathy Nordquist	
	 Greg Ellwein	 Cynthia Norland
	 Carolyn Frank	 Carol Russell
	 Michelle Hintz	 Erik Sakariassen
	 Tara Holt	 Patty Sandness
	 Mike LaLonde	 Michael Schaff	
	 Elizabeth Lucas	 Joan Severin	
				  
Executive Director........................Cameo Skager

Administrative Assistant...... Kristi Simenson	

Limited Edition Editor............. Cameo Skager

Library Board of Directors
Michael Schaff, President
Michael Fladeland, Vice President
Pat Grantier
Joyce Hinman
David Ripley

Library Director...............................Christine Kujawa

Library Assistant Director....Elizabeth Jacobs

Sign up to have your  
newsletter emailed!

If you would prefer to have your  
newsletter emailed to you, please  

send your email address to  
ksimenson@bismarcklibrary.org

More from The Art of Books
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The Library Foundation, Inc. Donors
The Library Foundation Board of Directors gratefully acknowledges current members

of giving clubs, along with all gifts received from December 1, 2015 through May 31, 2016.

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy. If you find an error in our list, please bring it to our attention.

Novel Club Members 
Sheri & Barry Coleman
Mary Maichel & Gerald Guler
Tara Holt & Doug Prchal
Dr. George Mizell &  
	 Dr. Cheryl Huber
Dennis Murphy
NoDak Sportsmen’s Club
Kristi & Jack Paris
Bill and Ann Pearce
Carol Russell
Jeffrey & Laura Rust
Maury Kamins, Western  
	 Steel & Plumbing

Gold Card Members 
Fred Anstrom
Myron Atkinson
Maggie Barth
Cal’s Car Clinic
David Blackstead
Sylvia Burgess
Janis Cheney
Betsy Dalrymple
Carolyn Frank
Dr. Walter Frank
Debra Gallagher
Judge Benny Graff
Donna Hamar
Bryce Hill
Joyce Hinman
Michelle Hintz
Juanita Hocking
Judd Holt
Tara Holt
Chuck Iten
Diane Jones
Cindy K. Kavlie
Rita Kelly
Christine Kujawa
Mike LaLonde
Betty Mills
Lois Neff
Kathleen Nordquist
Cynthia Norland
Helen Risen
Kathleen Risch
Eileen Mack Rouse
John Sagsveen
Erik Sakariassen

John Sakariassen
Patty Sandness
Kim Schaff
Don Schmid
Nadeane Silbernagel
Sue Sorlie
Curt Walth, Starion Financial
Dwight Tober
Daniel Vondrachek
Dick Weber
Susan Wefald
Don Weisz, Weisz & Sons, Inc.
Mona Ziegler

Ben Franklin 100 
Club Members
Marvin & Pat Hager
James & Connie Hildebrand
Barbara Holwegner
Dr. James & Elizabeth Hughes
Johnsen Trailer Sales, Inc.
Dr. Marlin J. Johnson
George & Janet Jury
M. Peggy Kaldahl
Joan Klemer
Cathy & Terry Kristensen
Craig & Shelley Larson
Dr. Gordon & Jackie Leingang
Elizabeth Lucas
Sharyl Maier
Thomas & Jan Mayer
Tim & Janelle Michelsen
Midco
Brent & Betty Montgomery
Kent & Jane Morrow
Kristen Northrup
Norene Olson
Pallet Depot, LLC
Kirk & Nancy Pandolfo
Petro-Hunt, LLC
Fletcher & Helen Poling
Kris Todd-Reisnour & George 	
	 Reisnour
David & Sarah Ripley
Burt & Margo Riskedahl
Eugene & Paula Roach
William & Melvina Rogers
James & Eileen Rouse
Ryan Chrysler Dodge Jeep of 	
	 Bismarck

Cody & Jesse Sailer
Kevin & Cheryl Sailer
Rob Schaner
Gayle & Larry Schuck
Jan Schultz
Seifert Electric
Joan & Bill Severin
Irvin & Marsha Smith
Dr. Wayne & Lois Swenson
Sandy Tabor
Harlan & Kathryn Ternes
Arla R. Teske
Thomas & Sharon Tudor
VFW Post 1326
The Honorable Gerald W. 		
	 Vandewalle
Dr. Charles & Joyce Volk
Jim & Pamela Vukelic
Curt & Bev Walth
Luke Weinberg
Pamela Wheeler
Timothy & Michelle Wiedrich
Woodmansee’s Inc.

General Fund  
Donations
Aetna, Employee  
	 Charity Program
Gary Anderson
Debra Anderson
LaRoy & Mary Baird
Dr. John & Janet Doerner
Duane & Karen Ehrens
Blanche Flynn
Dr. Walter & Carolyn Frank
Bro Halff
Allyn Hanson
Pallet Depot, LLC
Irene Linseth
Bill & Rebecca Marion
Charles Miska
Sally Oremland
Kristi & Jack Paris
Erin Pringle
Duane & Bev Sorby
Burke & Kay Strothman
Scheels
Alan Wanek
Don & Peggy Weisz 
    In Honor of the Weisz Brothers

Sol & Sybil Wezelman
Bill & Annette Willis

Endowment Gifts
Ruth Gray
Dr. Donald & Marlene Hastings
Dr. Thomas & Katie Hutchens
Charles & Carol Iten
Grace Link
Pallet Depot, LLC
John & Kathleen Risch

Memorials to the  
Endowment Fund
In Memory of Dr. Phillip Dahl
	 Bill & Joan Severin
In Memory of Al Dohn
	 The Book Club
In Memory of  
Margery Ertresvaag
	 Margery Ertresvaag Estate
In Memory of Emma Haider
	 Cynthia & Robert Norland
In Memory of Pete Horner
	 Don & Kathy Nordquist
In Memory of  
Rev. O. Ed Kinzler
	 Margaret & Richard  
		  Oberlander
In Memory of Kathleen LaLonde
	 Cynthia & Robert Norland
In Memory of Becky Quanrud
	 Monday Club
	 Erik & Amy Sakariassen
In Memory of Mary Ellen 		
Woodmansee
	 Thomas & Karin Atkins
	 Clare & Collin Britcher
	 Joan Witt Davis
	 Ira & Lynn Dubinsky
	 Dan & Gretchen Eakes
	 G. Kent Ellis
	 Galen Hanson
	 Barbara Larson
	 John Sakariassen
	 Bill & Joan Severin
	 Dr. Charles & Joyce Volk
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Honorariums to the  
Endowment Fund
In Honor of the Library Staff
	 Joy Wezelman
In Honor of Cynthia Norland
	 Paul & Kristine Janssen
In Honor of Connie Zahn
	 Paul & Colette Sukut

In-Kind Gifts
Bismarck Public Library
Sheri & Barry Coleman
Tara Holt & Doug Prchal
Mike & Karen LaLonde
Don & Kathy Nordquist
Cynthia & Robert Norland
Kristi & Jack Paris

Lora Rose
Diane Wilson
Scott Wild – Trivia Tour

Event Sponsorship
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation

Grants
Basin Electric Power  
	 Cooperative
Bismarck Mandan Community 	
	 Foundation
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
North Dakota Community 	
	 Foundation

Support your Community by 
Supporting the Library!
The Library Foundation, Inc. offers several different ways to 
support the Library. All memberships are tax deductible. Use the 
membership envelope inserted in this newsletter and start your 
legacy of Library support. To view our membership perks, visit 
bismarcklibrary.org, click on ‘Support the Library,’ then ‘Library 
Foundation.’ Help the Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library 
remain an amazing place to read, study, learn and grow!

Like Bismarck Veterans  
Memorial Public Library on

Facebook
Want to find out what is coming up at 
the Library, or what events the  
Foundation is hosting?  

Like the Library on Facebook to stay up 
to date about what’s happening!

Teen Center Pledges and Donations
The Library Foundation Board of Directors gratefully acknowledges all gifts pledged

and received for the Teen Center Project through May 31, 2016

William  
Shakespeare -
$25,000 and above
Basin Electric Power  
	 Cooperative
Otto Bremer Trust
Orville & Kathleen Eide
Friends of the Library
Great River Energy
MDU Resources Foundation

J. K. Rowling -  
$10,000 to $24,999
ND Library Coordinating 		
	 Council
Starion Financial
Doris C. Orr Trust
	 In Memory of Dr. August, 	
		  Doris & Robert Orr

Edgar Allan Poe - 
$5,000 to $9,999
Best Buy Foundation
Bismarck Mandan Community 	
	 Foundation

Capital Credit Union
Dr. Walter & Carolyn Frank
Dr. Kadon & Michelle Hintz
Donna Maston
Cynthia & Robert Norland
Harry Pearce

Suzanne Collins -
$1,000 to $4,999
Bob & Debra Bartosh
Gate City Bank
Pat Grantier
Joyce Hinman
Johnsen Trailer Sales, Inc.
Christine Kujawa &  
	 Eric Stroshane
Mike & Karen LaLonde
Don & Kathy Nordquist
   In honor of sons Micah & Erik 
   In memory of son Timothy
David & Sarah Ripley
Erik & Amy Sakariassen
John Sakariassen
Paul & Patty Sandness
Bill & Joan Severin
David & Sarah Ripley
Gerald W. Vandewalle

Stan Lee -
$100 to $999
William & Jennifer Bandy
Governor Jack & Betsy  
	 Dalrymple
Beth & Keith Demke
Bob & Pam Eastgate
Falkirk Mining Company
Fortnightly Club
Elizabeth & Brian Gardner
Mary Maichal & Gerald Guler
Deb Igoe
Traci Juhala
Elizabeth Lucas
Betty Mills
Pat Ness
   In Honor of Clifford A. Ness
Kristi & Jack Paris
Jesse & Cody Sailer
Emily Sakariassen
Schaff Tax & Financial Services
Kristi & Larry Simenson
Cameo & Kiel Skager
Sue Sorlie
    In memory of Becky Quanrud
    In memory of Winnie  
	 Woodmansee

    In memory of Mary Ellen 	
	 Woodmansee	
Dr. Wayne & Lois Swenson
Helen Tracy
Gregory Tschider & Debra 	
	 Gallagher
Dick Weber

Gifts up to $100
Lynn & Joan Klein
Calvin & Fay Kopp
Don & Kathy Nordquist
    In memory of Elsie Friesz
    In memory of Barbara 		
	 Gilchrist
    In memory of Marilyn Huckle
Lee & Jim Unkenholz
Susan & Robert Wefald
Joy Wezelman
    In Honor of Tom Jones &
    Mary Jane Schmaltz
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Teen Center Project Moving Ahead
The Library Foundation, Inc. 
has been working hard to 
raise the funds necessary to 
construct a new Teen Center 
inside the Library. Our goal was 
set at $350,000 and we have 
made great progress toward 
achieving all the funds needed. 
Contractors have been chosen 
for the project and have started 
on the preliminary stages of the 
construction process. You will 
see some activity happening 
in the northeast corner of the 
Library if you stop in to visit. 
Please excuse the mess and the 
noise as the project continues. We expect the project to be completed by the end of 2016.

Thank you to all the community businesses, local organizations, and individual donors who have offered a helping 
hand in our fundraising efforts. Your generosity has definitely pushed the project into reality. Our teens are very 
excited to see their amazing new spot in the Library.
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