
Vol. 25 No. 1

Summer 2017

Bismarck Library Foundation • Bismarck, ND
editionLimitedth

e

Since 1975

Library lovers enjoy
Art of Books

Bookmark 

History of  
Bismarck Public 
LIbrary

Betty Mills  
Honored

Who’s Who

Foundation Donors

Teen Center

1

2

3

6

8

Library lovers enjoy 
The Art of Books

The Art of Books event at the 
Library on April 28 provided 

an evening of entertainment. A 
large group of Library lovers 
and art enthusiasts arrived to 
mingle, munch, and marvel at the 
magnificent artwork on display. 

Twenty-six local artists produced 
works of art that were inspired by 
books and literature. Some of the 
items even incorporated pieces of 
books into the artwork. Guests at the 
event snacked on pizza, chocolates, 
nuts, and popcorn, sampled several 
different wines, and enjoyed locally-
brewed Buffalo Commons beer.
A few of the attendees entered 
winning bids on the art items and 
were able to take home some one-
of-a-kind art treasures. Several lucky 
folks were the winners of the door 
prizes donated by supporters of the 
Foundation – from book and movie 
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gift baskets to photo prints to Library 
goodies.

Scott Wild and his Trivia Tour 
engaged the crowd with a round of 
trivia. This is the first year teams 
were offered the option of buying 
“Lifesaver” cards. Each team could 
have up to two cards and could use 
those to ask the Librarian Team for an 
answer to any of the questions in the 
first two rounds. The Librarian team 
has been the champion for the past 
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k Thank you, Elizabeth Lucas
Elizabeth Lucas has recently retired from 
serving on the Bismarck Library Foundation, 
Inc. Board of Directors, after serving on the 
Board since 2014. Thank you so much to Liz 
for her years of service to the Foundation and 
her unending dedication to the Library. 

Welcome Back, Ed Klecker
The Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. is 
excited to welcome back a former board 
member, Ed Klecker. Ed previously served for 

nine years on the Foundation Board. We are 
very excited to have Ed, with his expertise and 
enthusiasm for the Library, back on the Board.

Thank you to the Fredrikson &  
Byron Foundation
The Fredrikson & Byron Foundation continues 
their support of the Library Foundation with a 
$1,000 sponsorship of the Pearce Award and a 
$2,000 unrestricted grant. Thank you!

few years. This year the Librarians were 
not eligible to win, but they were able to 
help the other teams rack up some points. 
The winning team did utilize two Lifesaver 
cards, helping to spur them on to the 
championship

The evening was a kickoff to the Library’s 
100-Year Anniversary. Library supporters 
were encouraged to donate $100 for 100 
Years  – supporting the Foundation’s 
efforts to help provide for the needs of  
the Library.

Thank you to all who attended and to 
all our volunteers who helped make this 
evening a success.
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Booklet written about the history 
of the Bismarck Public Library
With the Bismarck 

Public Library’s 
100th Anniversary year in 
full swing, many people are 
curious about the complete 
history of the Library. Kate 
Waldera, Head of Reference 
at the Library, has put 
together a booklet with 
everything you would like 
to know.

Kate began investigating 
the Library’s history several 
years ago while researching 
information about past Library 
directors. As the anniversary 
events approached, Kate spent 
about six to eight weeks working in earnest to 
dig for more information about the past of our 
beautiful Library.

She dove into Chronicling American to view 
Bismarck Tribune articles up to about 1920 

and worked her way 
through the Newspaper 
Access Archive 
database, which holds 
Bismarck Tribune 
articles from 1973-
1956. She mostly used 
these online resources, 
but also spent a bit of 
time scanning through 
some microfilm from 
the North Dakota 
Historical Society.

Kate says a few of the pictures of Library 
directors were especially hard to find. One 
was of Ellen B. Lawin, who had also been a 
Library Director in Washington state. Kate 
emailed a local historical society in that 
area and a woman there was able to dig up 
a book with Lawin’s photo. She scanned it 
and emailed it for use in the Bismarck Public 
Library’s booklet.

As with many American 
libraries, the Bismarck 
Public Library received 
an infusion of cash 
from Andrew Carnegie. 
This donation of 
$25,000 allowed for 
the construction of the 
first Library building in 
1917. Over the century, 
our Library has grown, 
moved, and changed, 
but has continued to 
be a bright spot in the 
community – a haven for 

those who want to learn, 
read, dream, and grow.

If you would like to learn more about the 
Library’s history, there are a limited number 
of free copies of the booklet available. 
Check at the Library’s Information Desk 
to receive your copy. The booklet is also 
available to view online at the Library’s 
website (www.bismarcklibrary.org) under 
the About menu. Click “History of the 
Bismarck Public Library.”

You can also view the Library’s 100th 
Anniversary video by clicking the “100th 
Anniversary” link. The YouTube link to 
Kate’s presentation about the Library’s 
history will also be available soon on the 
Library’s website.

Kate Waldera displays her new booklet 
about the history of the Bismarck 
Veterans Memorial Public Library.)
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Pearce Award winner, Betty Mills, 
honored at The Art of Books
Congratulations to Betty Mills, the winner 

of the 2016 Bismarck Library Foundation 
Pearce Award. 

Betty received her award at The Art of Books 
event from Library Director, Christine Kujawa.

Christine had this to say when presenting Betty 
with her award:

“Betty is a lifelong advocate of this library and 
literacy for all ages. She played a significant role 
in starting the first Friends of the Library group 
in 1961. The group’s goal was to start a campaign 
to build a new library, because the community 
had outgrown the Carnegie Library, formerly on 
Thayer Avenue and 6th Street. 

The campaign was successful, and in 1963, 
the Veterans Memorial Public Library was 
constructed. One of my favorite “Betty stories” 
about this time period relates to the moving of the 
collection from the Carnegie building to the new 

library. Betty and a few other 
library supporters filled 

grocery carts with books 
and walked them back 
and forth until the entire 
collection – close to 
100,000 titles – was moved 
from one building to the 

other. They did this in 
one day! 

After the 
library 
opened, 
the Friends 
started a 
book club 
named “The 

Book Thing” 
that met at the 
library. Several 
of the founding 
members of 
this book 
club still 
meet – their 

book discussions 
continue 54 years later. 

In 1964, Betty co-authored the book, “Mind If I 
Differ?” with Lucile Hasley. She served on the 
Veterans Memorial Library Board from 1965-
1971. She later served on the Library Foundation 
board. Betty is a Gold Card Club member of the 
Library Foundation. She has supported major 
library capital campaigns, including the renovation 
of the Children’s Library in 2009 and construction 
of the Teen Center, which opened this past January. 

Betty has also been very active with several other 
organizations throughout the years. These are 
just a few: She was a founding member of the 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship & Church, 
which started in 1952. Betty was a politics and 
government columnist for the Bismarck Tribune 
for 25 years. She was instrumental in bringing 
public television to Bismarck. She was a charter 
member of the League of Women Voters chapter in 
Bismarck. She taught non-violent communication 
methods to prisoners at the North Dakota State 
Penitentiary. 

Betty’s cousin Kermit Lidstrom, who also served 
on the Library Board and Foundation Board,  
once said about her, “In her quiet way, she 
founded the local League chapter, started a 
church and built a library.” What an impressive 
record of public support. 

Betty also served on several committees, including 
the Bismarck City Planning Commission, North 
Dakota Educational Broadcasting Council, the 
ND Advisory Committee to the U. S. Civil Rights 
Commission, Supreme Court’s Public Trust and 
Confidence Implementation Committee, and 
the North Dakota Legislative Compensation 
Committee.  

Last year, I asked Betty, “Why is this library 
important?” She said, “The Bismarck Public 
Library has grown with the demands made on it 
over the years since I’ve been a member – from 
the overcrowded original Carnegie building to 
the present multipurpose structure. That it also 
provides education, amusement, creativity, and 
comfort for every age makes it a treasure for all 
of us. If I could only show potential residents one 
feature of our community, I would take them to 
the library.”

The Bismarck 
Library Foundation 
Pearce Award 
recognizes 
and honors 
a community 
member who has 
made significant 
contributions 
to achieve the 
mission of The 
Library Foundation.  
This award is open 
to any past or 
present Bismarck 
native, resident or 
business who has 
made significant 
financial, volunteer 
and/or inspirational 
contributions 
to the Bismarck 
Veterans Memorial 
Public Library or 
the Foundation.  It 
is the Foundation’s 
highest award.  
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The Limited Edition  
is published twice  
per year by the 
Bismarck Library 
Foundation, Inc. This 

newsletter is mailed or emailed to all donors and 
others interested in the continued growth and 
enhancement of Library services. If you would like 
to be added to the mailing list, please email the 
Foundation at libraryfoundation@bismarcklibrary.
org or call 355-1494.

Who’s Who
Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. 
Board of Directors
President .............................................Dick Weber

Vice President................................. Jesse Sailer

Secretary............................................... Kristi Paris

Treasurer .............................................William Pearce

Friends Rep. ..................................... Elizabeth Jacobs

Library Board Rep. ...................Michael Schaff

Directors
	 Bob Bartosh	 Mike LaLonde
	 Sheri Coleman	 Thomas Mayer	
	 Greg Ellwein	 Kathy Nordquist	
	 Nikki Ferderer	 Cynthia Norland	
	 Carolyn Frank	 Carol Russell	
	 Michelle Hintz	 Erik Sakariassen	
	 Tara Holt	 Patty Sandness	
	 Ed Klecker	 Joan Severin		
				  
Executive Director........................Cameo Skager

Administrative Assistant...... Kristi Simenson	

Limited Edition Editor............. Cameo Skager

Library Board of Directors
Joyce Hinman, President
Pat Grantier, Vice President
Bob Bartosh
Michael Fladeland
Michael Schaff

Library Director...............................Christine Kujawa

Library Assistant Director....Elizabeth Jacobs

Sign up to have your  
newsletter emailed!

If you would prefer to have your  
newsletter emailed to you, please  

send your email address to  
ksimenson@bismarcklibrary.org

Support your Community by 
Supporting the Library!
The Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc., offers several 
different ways to support the Library. All memberships are 
tax deductible. Use the membership envelope inserted in 
this newsletter and start your legacy of Library support. 
To view our membership perks, visit bismarcklibrary.org, 
click on Support the Library, then Library Foundation. Help 
the Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library remain an 
amazing place to read, study, learn, and grow!

Find out what’s happening at the Library and the  
Library Foundation. Like us on Facebook at the following pages: 

•	 Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library 

•	 Teen Center at Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library 

•	 Miss Sparkles at Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library 

LIKE Bismarck Veterans Memorial 
Public Library on Facebook
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Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. Donors
The Bismarck Library Foundation Board of Directors gratefully acknowledges current members of giving clubs,  

along with all gifts received from November 16, 2016 to May 31, 2017 

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy. If you find an error in our list, please bring it to our attention.

Novel Club Members - 
$500 Annually 
David & Myrna Blackstead 
Sheri Coleman 
Dakota Appraisals & Consulting 
	 Joe and Kathy Ibach 
Mary Maichel & Gerald Guler 
Tara Holt & Doug Prchal 
Dr. George Mizell & Dr. Cheryl 
Huber Dennis Murphy 
NoDak Sportsmen’s Club 
Kristi & Jack Paris 
Bill and Ann Pearce 
Carol Russell 
Jeffrey & Laura Rust 
Western Steel & Plumbing 

Gold Card Members - 
$250 Annually 
Myron Atkinson 
Maggie Barth 
Bob Bartosh 
Carla Bender, Cal’s Car Clinic 
Sylvia Burgess 
Janis Cheney 
Betsy Dalrymple 
Dr. Marcus Fiechtner 
Carolyn Frank 
Dr. Walter Frank 
Debra Gallagher 
Judge Benny Graff 
Donna Hamar 
Joyce Hinman 
Michelle Hintz 
Juanita Hocking 
Tara Holt 
Chuck Iten 
Diane Jones 
Cindy K. Kavlie 
Rita Kelly 
Christine Kujawa 
Sheryl Maier 
Betty Mills 
Lois Neff 
Kathleen Nordquist 
Cynthia Norland 
Helen Risen
Kathleen Risch 
John Sagsveen 

Erik Sakariassen 
John Sakariassen 
Patty Sandness 
Kim Schaff 
Don Schmid 
Len Schmid 
Nadeane Silbernagel 
Sue Sorlie 
Curt Walth, Starion Financial 
Dwight Tober 
Debbie Traynor 
Dick Weber 
Susan Wefald 
Mona Ziegler 

Ben Franklin 100 
Club Members
Bob & Gladys Bain 
Bob & Debra Bartosh 
Fay & Gerald Behm 
David & Sue Bickel 
David Bliss 
Ken Breene 
Bryant Clinic of Chiropractic 
Bill & Dina Butcher 
Capital Credit Union 
Dr. Thomas & Marilyn  
	 Christianson 
Jim Christianson 
Marla Coffin 
Char McLaughlin & Jim Conley 
Fay & Lynn Connell 
John & Hannelore Davis 
Mike & Shawn Deisz 
Beth & Keith Demke 
Dr. Stan & Peggy Diede 
Lorraine Dopson & Dr. Richard 	
	 Arazi 
Bob & Pam Eastgate 
Dr. David & Sherri Field 
Michael & Dianne Fladeland 
Marilyn Foss 
Joel & Donna Fricke 
Doug & Vicky Friez 
Judith Fryslie
Pam Girard 
Benny Graff 
Marvin & Pat Hager 
James & Connie Hildebrand 
Barbara Holwegner 

Dr. James & Elizabeth Hughes 
Dr. Sunanda Jain 
Dick Johnsen, Johnsen Trailer 	
	 Sales, Inc. 
Rita Johnson 
George & Janet Jury 
M. Peggy Kaldahl
Ed Klecker
Bill Knudson
Cathy & Terry Kristensen
Mike & Karen LaLonde
Dr. Gordon & Jackie Leingang 
Elizabeth Lucas
Steve Mayer
Thomas & Jan Mayer
Brent & Betty Montgomery
Kent & Jane Morrow
Norene Olson
Pallet Depot, LLC
Kirk & Nancy Pandolfo
Delores Pearce
Petro-Hunt, LLC
David & Sarah Ripley
Burt & Margo Riskedahl
Eugene & Paula Roach
Dr. Ben & Diane Roller
William & Melvina Rogers
James & Eileen Rouse
Ryan Chrysler Dodge  
	 Jeep of Bismarck 
Cody & Jesse Sailer
Kevin & Cheryl Sailer
Rob Schaner
Gayle & Larry Schuck
Jan Schultz
Seifert Electric
Joan & Bill Severin
Dr. Larry Skogen
Irvin & Marsha Smith
Burke & Kay Strothman
Dr. Wayne & Lois Swenson
Sandy Tabor 
Harlan & Kathryn Ternes 
Arla R. Teske 
Thomas & Sharon Tudor 
The Honorable Gerald W. 		
	 Vandewalle 
VFW –  Post 1326 
Dr. Charles & Joyce Volk 
Jim & Pamela Vukelic 

Curt & Bev Walth 
Luke Weinberg 
Don & Peggy Weisz 
Joy Wezelman 
Bill & Trish Whalen 
Dr. Peter & Jane White 
Timothy & Michelle Wiedrich 
Robert Wood 
Woodmansee’s Inc.

$100 for 100 Years 
Virginia Beggs 
Nikki Ferderer 
Joyce Hinman 
Tara Holt & Doug Prchal 
Mary Ann Johnson 
Ed Klecker 
Don & Kathy Nordquist 
Cynthia & Bob Norland 
Kristi & Jack Paris 
Bill & Ann Pearce 
Carol Russell 
Ben & Amber Schafer 
Mary Jane & Dan Schmaltz 
Joan & Bill Severin 
Steven Spilde 
Kathy & Blake VanderVorst 
Jerry Woodcox 

General Fund  
Donations
Nancy Brandvik 
Dr. Greg and Laurie Chuppe 
Dr. Walter & Carolyn Frank 
Chuck Hale 
Pallet Depot, LLC 
Irene Linseth 
Charles Miska
Kristi & Jack Paris 
Robert & Linda Tonolli 
Sharon Tschider 
Lee & Jim Unkenholz 
Sol & Sybil Wezelman

Endowment Gifts
Myrna Dahl 
Dr. Donald & Marlene Hastings 
Chuck & Carol Iten 
Cynthia & Bob Norland 
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Memorials to the  
Endowment Fund
In Memory of  
Elizabeth (Betty) Byrne
	 Jane Beauclair
In Memory of Lita D. Graham
	 Lannie Graham
In Memory of Paul &  
Erlys Haerter
	 Margaret & Richard  
	 Oberlander
In Memory of Kathleen Jaeger
	 Ardis K. Haaland
In Memory of Dr. Curt Juhala
	 Joan & Bill Severin
	 Audrey & Darrel Spencer
	 Kathy & Blake VanderVorst
In Memory of Patty Jund
	 Mike & Nancy Oberholtzer

In Memory of Sheila Klecker
	 Sue Sorlie
In Memory of Christine Koch
	 Kathy & Don Nordquist
In Memory of Eran Severn
	 Kathy & Don Nordquist
In Memory of Sebastian Wald
	 Donald & Julie Wald

Honorariums to the  
Endowment Fund
In Honor of Dr. Walter &  
Carolyn Frank
	 Benjamin Frank
In Honor of Cynthia Norland
	 Debra Sue Anderson
In Honor of Saks News, Inc.
	 Kramer Agency

Event Sponsorship
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation

In-Kind Gifts
Sheri Coleman
Nikki Ferderer
Michelle & Kadon Hintz
Kathy Nordquist
Cynthia Norland
Kristi & Jack Paris
Tara Holt and Doug Prchal
Mike and Karen LaLonde,
	 Prairie Visuals Photography
Joan & Bill Severin
Scott Wild, Trivia Tour

Grants
Basin Electric Power  
	 Cooperative
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Tara Holt & Doug Prchal
Susanne Mattheis Charitable 	
	 Fund
North Dakota Community 	
	 Foundation
Scheels
Tom & Frances Leach  
	 Foundation

100for
$

years
Celebrate the Past and Invest in the Future!

Bismarck Library 
Foundation, Inc.

With every $100 for 100 Years donation, 

receive a $10 gift card from 

The Gifted Bean Co� ee House.

Donate online through PayPal at 
www.bismarcklibrary.org/171/
Library-Foundation or call the 

Foundation o�  ce at 701-355-1502.
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Teens active in new Teen Center
Teen Headquarters at the Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library has been a very 
busy place the last few months. The Center offers open walk-in hours after school 
for teens and ongoing programming for middle and high school students. Teens often 

come in to do homework or play games with friends, and 
there is a dedicated group of artists who use their talents 
to craft works of art that they have been using as gifts for 
family and friends.

During the winter, the center offered an anime club, board 
game nights, Pinterest Party craft afternoons, movie 
afternoons when school was out, Lego club with robotics, 
and classes. Erin Weichel taught a special costuming class 
leading up to Comic Con, and artist Ali LaRock taught an 
art class. 
 
This summer the center will continue the clubs and movie days and add in the summer reading 
program. The Center is teaming up with libraries across the nation for a National Library Lock-In 

Night. Young Adult authors will Skype with students from across the country and talk about the book they have written and 
their writing process. Teens will be given a chance to ask questions of their favorite authors and get a real time response! 

Teen HQ is a great place for middle and high school students to hang out, meet new people, try new things, and work on their 
schoolwork. Plans are to add programming opportunities and volunteer hours for the teens to help them become well-rounded 
citizens in the community. 

Teens work on a “crafternoon” project 
with Perler beads – one of the favorite 
activities at Teen HQ. 

By Laura Rysavy, Teen Programming Coordinator
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