
As you check out an exciting work 
of fiction or a children’s book, you 

may have no idea that a man working 
behind the scenes in the Library had 
most likely ensured the text in your 
hands was in proper reading order. 
 
“He truly cared about the Library and 
books,” says Margaret Oberlander, 
Technical Processing Assistant.
 
Harold “Hal” Neff volunteered in 
Technical Processing, where book-
mending is done, 
for more than 18 
years. During that 
time, he repaired 
thousands of books, 
both from the 
Library’s collection, 
and personal 
collections, such as 
family bibles that 
needed re-binding.
 
“The word of 
his skill and 
willingness to tackle 
Bibles in any condition must have spread 
among Bismarck’s Bible owners because 
in later years there were always a literal 

stack of Bibles waiting for 
repair… He took no money 
for these often lengthy 
repairs but instead asked the 
owner to make a contribution 
to the Library in whatever 
amount he or she deemed 
appropriate. This defines 
Hal’s character for me,” says 
Steve Mackintosh, Book 
Repair Volunteer.
 
His colleagues say there was 
rarely a time he looked at a 
book and said he couldn’t fix 

it. He even helped Ann Mayher out of a 
pickle when she first started.
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“My first month of work 
in Technical Processing at 
the Library, there was an 
incident. Suffice it to say, 
it involved a cup of coffee 
and a brand new book that 
I was processing. I am 
so grateful that Hal was 
volunteering that day. The 
book mending work area 
is about 15 feet from my 
desk, so Hal easily heard 
my yelp and assessed the 
situation immediately. He took the book from 
me and returned it a while later unblemished, 
good as new. I learned then that Hal could 
work magic,” says Ann Mayher, Technical 
Processing Assistant.
 
From coffee stains to missing pages, Hal could 
fix it all.
 

“Truly a craftsman. 
Hal took such care; he 
would nurture a book 
for days.  He was truly 
a book doctor,” says 
June Preszler, Technical 
Processing Cataloger.
 
The 88-year-old retired 
veteran used his tools to 
repair books for more 

than 200 hours every year he volunteered at 
the Library. But his Library friends miss much 
more than his work ethic.
 
“Everything, just coming in the morning, 
saying hi, his comments, whatever was going 
on in the world, and sharing stories about his 
family,” says Margaret Oberlander.
 
“He loved the place, and he loved the people,” 
says Hal’s wife Lois.
 
Hal passed away at his home in August 2019. 
Instead of flowers, memorial donations were 
directed toward the Bookmobile Campaign to 
purchase a new Bookmobile.

 
“He knew all the people, and he knew the 
Bookmobile girls… He felt like they made 
such a contribution, and the new Bookmobile 
sounded good to him,” says Lois.
 
Supporters of Hal ended up providing more 
than $3,500 toward the new Bookmobile. More 
than $1,400 of those donations qualified as 
new money that will be matched by the Otto 
Bremer Trust.
 
“I think he’d be really pleased that people 
are supporting the Bookmobile. He loved the 
Library… I think he’d be proud,” says Lora 
Rose, Technical Processing.
 
“I think he would be just thrilled,” says Lois.
 
We want to thank Hal’s family and friends for 
contributing to the Bookmobile Campaign in 
Hal’s memory. 

“He thanked us 
for the privilege 
of working 
here; but, we are 
thankful that he 
chose to share 
his time and a 
part of his life 
with us.” says 
Ann Mayher.

June, Margaret,  Ann, and Lora:
Technical Services Department

Hal, teaching at a Book Repair Workshop

Harold Neff Cont. from page 1
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If everything 
goes according 
to plan, a new 

Bookmobile will be here by spring or summer 
2020. Bookmobile Librarian Keli McDonald 
is excited about what the new vehicle will 
mean for her routes.
 
“Simply, just having a new vehicle without 
mechanical issues and rust. One specific thing 
is that although we will still have a generator 
as a back-up power source, we will primarily 
be operating on a bank of batteries. That will 
make things a lot quieter, and the diesel fumes 
will be reduced, making it more environmen-
tally friendly,” says Keli McDonald.

The Bookmobile has been delivering ad-
ventures in its books since 1975 and has no 
plans of slowing down. The popularity of the 
Bookmobile has only accelerated through the 
years, and we want that to continue. While the 
campaign’s focus is to replace the Bookmo-
bile, it’s also to get new technology on board.

“There will be some technological upgrades 
that patrons are not used to. This includes 
onboard WiFi and a drop-down TV/Computer 
monitor that will be used for database demon-
strations and tutorials. In addition to the added 

technology, patrons can expect safer stairs, 
upgraded shelving, and more natural lighting.”

Magic School Bus Donors include Ameri-
can Bank Center, the Otto Bremer Trust, and 
Sanford Community Relations on behalf of 
Sanford Health. But all donations, big and 
small, have made this an already successful 
campaign.

Bookmobile Campaign 
Nears Finish Line

New Bookmobile Rendering
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k There are many ways you can donate to the 
Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc., to ensure 
your gifts benefit future generations.
 
Memorials
Gifts Made By Will
Life Insurance
Stock
Charitable Gift Annuities
Remainder Trusts
Lead Trusts

If you’d like more information, contact the 
Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. office at 
(701) 355-1494 or visit www.bismarcklibrary.
org under the Get Involved tab.

Legacy/Memorial Giving

1. American Bank Center
2. Sanford
3. Otto Bremer Trust 

Magic School 
Bus Donors!

Keli McDonald, Bookmobile Librarian

continued on page 4

Page 3 



Women-Power!  
Little Songbirds Donation
A group of women from the 
Center for Technology and 
Business Women’s Leadership 
Program raised $850 toward a 
cause of their choice. They chose 
to pay for a Little Songbirds class 
through the Bismarck Library 
Foundation, Inc. 
 
The Women’s Leadership Pro-
gram is a six-month program 
dedicated to expanding the per-
sonal, professional, community, 
and health leadership skills for 
women of all ages.
 

Little Songbirds is an interactive 
program for babies and tod-

dlers and focuses on singing, 
movement, instrument play, 
and dance to achieve early 
developmental milestones 
such as playing, learning, 

moving, and speaking. It promotes bonding 
between child and caregiver and a love of mu-
sic. Bismarck’s only music therapist, Bobbi Jo 
Vandal, with Sanford Hospital, leads the Little 
Songbirds class. The program takes place on 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
 
Little Songbirds has been off this summer and 
fall but will start back up, thanks in part to this 
donation, in January.

CTB Women’s Leadership program presents check for Little Songbirds

Healthy Reading:   
Lion’s Club Donation
Margaret Oberlander, Technical Services, showcases the 
newly cataloged books on juvenile diabetes and childhood 
cancers, thanks to a donation from the Bismarck Capital 
City Lion’s Club.

Bookmobile Campaign Cont. from page 3

“Amazing, inspiring, and humbling are just a few 
words that come to mind.” says McDonald. “I am 
blown away at how quickly the fundraising cam-
paign has been able to reach our goal! The gener-
ous offers of support and encouragement from both 
individuals and organizations are truly a testament to 
the level of commitment we have from the Bismarck 
Library Foundation, patrons, and community as a 
whole. Their belief in the importance of having a 
Bookmobile for our community is priceless.”

Old BookmobilePage 4 



The Limited Edition  
is published twice  
per year by the 
Bismarck Library 
Foundation, Inc. This 

newsletter is mailed or emailed to all donors and 
others interested in the continued growth and 
enhancement of Library services. If you would like 
to be added to the mailing list, please email the 
Foundation at libraryfoundation@bismarcklibrary.
org or call 355-1494.

Who’s Who
Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. 
Board of Directors
President ............................................. Jesse Sailer

Vice President.................................Michelle Hintz

Secretary............................................... Kristi Paris

Treasurer .............................................William Pearce

Friends Rep. ..................................... Elizabeth Jacobs

Library Board Rep. ...................Michael Schaff

Directors Welcome Justin Hughes! 
Thank you, Sheri Coleman.

Executive Director........................Amber Schatz

Administrative Assistant...... Kristi Simenson

Limited Edition Editor............. Amber Schatz

Library Board of Directors
Bob Bartosh, President
Joyce Hinman, Vice President
Pat Grantier
Mike LaLonde
Sue Sorlie

Library Director...............................Christine Kujawa

Library Assistant Director....Elizabeth Jacobs

Sign up to have your  
newsletter emailed!

If you would prefer to have your  
newsletter emailed to you, please  

send your email address to  
ksimenson@bismarcklibrary.org

Find out what’s happening at the Library and the Library 
Foundation. Like us on Facebook at the following pages: 

•	 Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library 

•	 Teen Center at Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library 

•	 Miss Sparkles at Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library 

LIKE Bismarck Veterans Memorial  
Public Library on Facebook

The Bismarck Library 
Foundation, Inc., offers several 
different ways to support the 
Library. All memberships 
are tax deductible. Use the 
membership envelope inserted 
in this newsletter and start your 
legacy of Library support. To 

view our membership perks, 
visit bismarcklibrary.org, click 
on Support the Library, then 
Library Foundation. Help the 
Bismarck Veterans Memorial 
Public Library remain an 
amazing place to read, study, 
learn, and grow!

Support your community by 
supporting the Library!

Bob Bartosh
Sheri Coleman 
Nikki Ferderer
Carolyn Frank
Tara Holt
Justin Hughes
Ed Klecker
Dr. Jill Klemin

Mike LaLonde
Thomas Mayer
Kathy Nordquist
Cynthia Norland
Carol Russell
Patty Sandness
Joan Severin
Dick Weber
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The Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. Donors
The Bismarck Library Foundation Board of Directors gratefully acknowledges current members of giving clubs,  

along with all gifts received from April 12, 2019 through November 15, 2019 

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy. If you find an error in our list, please bring it to our attention.

Donors for a New 
Burleigh County 
Bookmobile
Magic School Bus 
($25,000 and above)

American Bank Center
Otto Bremer Trust
Sally Oremland Estate
Sanford Community 		
	 Relations on behalf of 		
	 Sanford Health
Midco - In-Kind Gift of Ads	

Oh, The Places You’ll Go! 
($10,000 - $24,999)

Sue Sorlie 
	 In Memory of Sonja  
Louise Sorlie

Charlotte’s Web  
($5,000 - $9,999)

Orville & Kathleen Eide		
Dr. Walter & Carolyn Frank
Donna Maston
Jack & Kristi Paris
Harry Pearce

Little House on the Prairie 
($1,000 - $4,999)

Bob & Debra Bartosh
Basin Electric Power 		
	 Cooperative
Capital Credit Union
Capital Electric Charitable Trust
Evelyn Dachtler
Dakota Community  
	 Bank & Trust
Jack and Betsy Dalrymple
*Family & Friends of  

	 Harold Neff
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Pat Grantier
Tara Holt & Doug Prchal
Joyce Hinman
Dr. D’Arcy Honeycutt
Dr. Thomas & Katie Hutchens
Mary Ann Johnson
Tom & Diane Jones
Lawrence Klemer
Christine Kujawa
Mike & Karen LaLonde
Tim & Shelli Langerud
MDU Resources Foundation
Marvin & Barbara Masset
Thomas & Jan Mayer
George & Cheryl Mizell
Joan Nordstrom
Cynthia & Bob Norland
Carol Russell
Margaret Sitte
Dr. Charles & Joyce Volk
Sol & Sybil Wezelman

The Tale of Peter Rabbit 
($500 - $999)

Annunciation Monastery
David & Myrna Blackstead
Marla & Phil Coffin
Debra Gallagher &  
	 Greg Tschider
Richard & Marilyn Gunsch
Douglas Hagen
Dr. Kadon & Michelle Hintz
Kim & Juanita Hocking
Bea Kaiser
Edward Klecker
Drs. Jill and Peter Klemin
Betty Mills
Nodak Sportsmen’s Club
Annette Pickard

Jesse & Cody Sailer
Paul & Patty Sandness
Ben & Amber Schafer
John & Cindy Schmidt
Bill & Joan Severin
Dick Weber
Thomas Wentz

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
($100 - $499)

Randy & Paula Amelsberg
Bar Bee Carpet Cleaning
Dr. Thomas &  
	 Marilyn Christianson
Barb Eberle
Paul & Danna Fitterer
Charles Gullicks
Margaret Gutowski
Nancy Guy & Greg Stites
Glenn Muske
Hal & Lois Neff
Don & Kathy Nordquist
James & Eileen Rouse
Michael & Kim Schaff
Mary Jane and Dan Schmaltz
Joan & Bill Severin
Kristi Simenson
Steve & Nancy Spilde
Kathy Stroshane
Arla Teske
Vogel & Fallon
Karin Marie Wentz
Joy Wezelman

Gifts for the Burleigh 
County Bookmobile
*In Memory of Harold Neff 

Donna Becker
Mary Boardman
Deborah Carpenter

Gregory & Jacqueline Dockter
Erlys McCullough Fardal
Pat Grantier
Margaret Gutowski
Douglas Hagen
Candace Hebar
Don & Dorrit Huber
Doug & Jill Joersz
Marilyn Johnson
Dr. Ralph & Marcia Kilzer
Jean D. King
Ilene Larson
Lisa Liken Monroe
Elizabeth Lucas
Lida Mallory
Barry & Ann Mayher
Wallace & Jacqueline Murphy
Colleen Neff
Donna Neff
Gerald & Jean Newborg
Ken Nicola
Susan Nicola
Richard & Margaret Oberlander
LaVilla Opp
Theodore & Virginia Pedeliski
June & Gary Preszler
Margaret Puetz
Dean & Rhonda Reese
Yvonne Regnier
Barbara Roberts
Mariellen Sandford
Paul & Patricia Sandness
David & Kory Schauer Hagler
Mary Jane & Dan Schmaltz
Sue Sorlie
James & Gail Sperry
Pat Hill & Morris Sprenger
Jerry & Linda Suko
Karen Thompson
Sandra Tjaden
Jane Clapp Towne
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Kathy & Blake VanderVorst
Karin Marie Wentz
Thomas Wentz
Joy Wezelman
Douglas & Frances Wick
Lyall & Karen Workman
Louise Zuern

Net proceeds from The Art of 
Books Event were designated 
toward the Bookmobile Campaign.	

Novel Club Members -  
$500 Annually
American Bank Center
David & Myrna Blackstead
Dakota Appraisals & Consulting
	 Joe and Kathy Ibach
Nikki & Wyatt Ferderer
Mary Maichel & Gerald Guler
Tara Holt & Doug Prchal
Lon & Dianna Kindseth
Donna Maston
Dr. George Mizell &  
	 Dr. Cheryl Huber
Joan Nordstrom
Kristi & Jack Paris
Carol Russell
Jeffrey & Laura Rust
Mary Jane & Dan Schmaltz
Bill & Joan Severin
Western Steel and Plumbing

Gold Card Members - 
$250 Annually
Bob Bartosh
Sylvia Burgess
Betsy Dalrymple
Sherri Field
Carolyn Frank
Dr. Walter Frank
Debra Gallagher
Judge Benny Graff
Pat Grantier
Donna Hamar
Joyce Hinman
Michelle Hintz
Juanita Hocking
Chuck Iten
Diane Jones
Cindy K. Kavlie
Rita Kelly
Christine Kujawa
Sheryl Maier
Cynthia Norland
Kirk Pandolfo
Kathleen Risch

Helen Risen
John Sagsveen
John Sakariassen
Kim Schaff
Don Schmid
Nadeane Silbernagel
Dr. Nowarat Songsiridej
Sue Sorlie
Nancy Spilde
Debbie Traynor
Curt Walth
Susan Wefald
Mona Ziegler

Ben Franklin  
100 Club Members 
Gladys Bain
Baird Law
Bob & Debra Bartosh
Fay & Gerald Behm
BNI Energy
Nancy Brandvik
Ken Breene
Lyn Burton
Dr. Thomas &  
	 Marilyn Christianson
Jim Christianson
Marla & Phil Coffin
Char McLaughlin & Jim Conley
Faye & Lynn Connell
Terry & Janice Daffinrud
Mike & Shawn Deisz
Beth & Keith Demke
Dr. Stan & Peggy Diede
Dr. John & Janet Doerner
Lorraine Dopson &  
	 Dr. Richard Arazi
Bob & Pam Eastgate
Michael & Dianne Fladeland
Marilyn Foss
Joel & Donna Fricke
Doug & Vicky Friez
Rose Marie Henke
Dr. James & Elizabeth Hughes
Sharolie Jansen
George & Janet Jury
M. Peggy Kaldahl
Mustafa Kathawala &  
	 Sunanda Jain
Jean D. King
Ed Klecker
Bill Knudson
Cathy & Terry Kristensen
Mike & Karen LaLonde
Craig & Shelley Larson
Dr. Gordon & Jackie Leingang
Mark & Margaret LoMurray
Elizabeth Lucas

Steve Mayer
Thomas & Jan Mayer
James & Kay Miller
Kent & Jane Morrow
Glenn & Debbie Muske
Nodak Sportsmen’s Club
Norene Olson
Delores Pearce
David & Sarah Ripley
Scott & Alisha Ritter
Eugene & Paula Roach
Dr. Ben & Diane Roller
James & Eileen Rouse
Dr. Wayne &  
	 Mary Jane Sanstead
Rob Schaner
Amber Schatz
Laura Schmidt-Dockter
Gayle & Larry Schuck
Jan Schultz
Seifert Electric
Irvin & Marsha Smith
Burke & Kay Strothman
William & Marilyn Strutz
Dr. Wayne & Lois Swenson
Sandy Tabor
Harlan & Kathryn Ternes
Arla R. Teske
Thomas & Sharon Tudor
Blake & Kathy VanderVorst
The Honorable  
	 Gerald W. Vandewalle
Dr. Charles & Joyce Volk
Jim & Pamela Vukelic
Alan Wanek
Dick Weber
Kurt & Patricia Weinberg
Luke Weinberg
Don & Peggy Weisz
Joy Wezelman
Bill & Trish Whalen
Dr. Peter & Jane White
Timothy & Michelle Wiedrich
Robert E. Wood

General Fund 
Donations
Fred Anstrom
Fortnightly Club
Lisa Jacobson
 
Dr. George Mizell &  
	 Dr. Cheryl Huber
MDU Resources Group

Memorials to the 
Endowment Fund

In Memory of Bob Bain
	 Gladys Bain
In Memory of Jane Graveline
	 Charles & JoAnne Peterson
In Memory of Darlene Hingst
	 Donna Chommie
In Memory of Duane Hummel
	 Clarence & Mary Ann 		
	 Carlson
In Memory of Jean Kaizer
	 Delila Wagner
In Memory of  
	 Virginia “Sis” Kirby
	 Don & Kathy Nordquist
In Memory of Ernest Meiers
	 Conrad & Beverly Hillman
In Memory of Sonvy Sammons
	 Gayle & Larry Schuck

Honorariums to the 
Endowment Fund
In Honor of Jean Bodmer
	 Pamela Rae Johnson
In Honor of Mary Ann Johnson
	 Bob & Cynthia Norland
In Honor of Bev Kasper
	 DeLila Wagner

Grants
Basin Electric Power 		
	 Cooperative
Otto Bremer Trust
Capital Electric Charitable Trust
MDU Resources Foundation
ND Council on the Arts

Special Purpose Gifts
Bismarck Mandan  
	 Mayor’s Committee for 	
	 People with Disabilities
Brady Martz & Associates, P.C.
Capital City Lions Club
Pat Grantier
ND Women’s Leadership 		
	 Program
Cynthia & Bob Norland
Prairie Rose Lions Club
June & Gary Preszler
Marie O. Spencer
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Think Spring and SAVE THE MAY-DATE!
The Art of Books is scheduled for May 1st at the  

Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library.

THANK YOU  
Mike LaLonde, 
Kevin Tengesdal, 
and Vern Mastel 
for contributing 
photos to this 
issue! 
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