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Our amazing new bookmobile is now 
on the road and will be visiting rural 

schools and limited locations around 
Burleigh County this fall and winter. 
Students and citizens will be able to 
enjoy all the enhanced features of the new 
vehicle, including: reliable, dependable, 
and enhanced vehicle safety on rural roads, 
an auxiliary battery bank with generator 
backup for more environmentally friendly 
and quieter vehicle operation, adjustable 
shelving and floor level book bins for 
easier browsing for children, distributed 
heating and cooling throughout the 
interior, visually appealing graphics on 
vehicle’s exterior, 81” interior height for 
ease of movement for adults, free onboard 
Wi-Fi and a high definition monitor to 
display information about library services 

and database tutorials, and new technology 
for patrons. 

The Bismarck Library Foundation raised 
more than its goal of $150,000 to pay for 
the construction of a new Bookmobile. 
The fundraising goal was achieved with 
the help of six grants, three business 
partnerships, a large contribution from a 
family estate, board member donations, 
funds raised at the 2019 Art of Books 
event, and overall, donations from 287 
individuals and businesses!

The Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public 
Library held an open house on August 
29th to celebrate the new Burleigh County 
Bookmobile. Festivities included tours 
and information on the new bookmobile, 
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Bookmobile Campaign a Success!
Bookmobile staff Keli McDonald & Alison Hiatt thank Kevin Tengesdal (center) for designing the 
eye-catching bookmobile graphics



County Commissioner 
Woodcox and Booker the 
Lion

Magic School Bus sponsors

Ribbon-cutting

Rural patrons check out 
Bookmobile

Library Director Christine Kujawa welcomed the 
new Bookmobile, joined by Library mascot Booker 
the Lion, Bookmobile Librarian Keli McDonald, and 
the beloved character Ms. Frizzle 

Bookmobile tours were in full swing, local youth 
were enthusiastic about checking out the new library 
on wheels and finding what they needed attractively 
displayed and accessible. 

Bookmobile Campaign Cont. from page 1

a press conference detailing the Bookmobile 
Campaign’s results, and the names of our 
Magic School Bus donors: American Bank 
Center, Tom and Frances Leach Foundation, 
Otto Bremer Trust, and Sanford Community 
Relations on behalf of Sanford Health. Thank 
you to Bismarck Sign Co., LDV Specialty 
Vehicles, and other donors who have made 
this project a success! Bismarck Veterans 
Memorial Public Library Administration, 
Burleigh County Bookmobile Staff, 
Bismarck Library Foundation, and characters 
Ms. Frizzle and Booker the Lion were in 
attendance. Burleigh County Commissioner 
Jerry Woodcox and ND State Interim Library 
Services Division Director Carmen Redding 
gave remarks, including sharing history about 
North Dakota’s Bookmobiles. 

The Burleigh County Bookmobile has served 
the residents of Burleigh County since 1975. 

Each year they: 
•	 Circulate over 50,000 items 
•	 Update our collection of over 20,000 

items 
•	 Offer over 48,000 digital titles
•	 Welcome 9,000 visitors 
•	 Drive over 7,000 miles throughout 

Burleigh County
•	 Make 540 stops

All stops are open to the public – we hope 
you stop in and check them out! To view 
their modified COVID-19 schedule, visit the 
Library’s web site at www.bismarcklibrary.
org and view our Events Calendar.

Magic School Bus  
($25,000 and above)
American Bank Center
Otto Bremer Trust
Sally Oremland Estate
Sanford Community Relations 
	 on behalf of Sanford Health
Tom and Frances Leach Foundation

In-Kind Gift of Ads
	 Midco
	

Oh, The Places You’ll Go! 
($10,000 - $24,999)
Myrna Dahl
MDU Resources Foundation
Sue Sorlie 
	 In Memory of 
	 Sonja Louise Sorlie

Charlotte’s Web 
($5,000 - $9,999)
Orville & Kathleen Eide	
Dr. Walter & Carolyn Frank
Donna Maston
Jack & Kristi Paris
Harry Pearce
Terry & Dona Rockstad

Little House on the Prairie 
($1,000 - $4,999)
Bob & Debra Bartosh
Basin Electric Power Cooperative
Capital Credit Union
Capital Electric Charitable Trust
Evelyn Dachtler
Dakota Community Bank & Trust
Jack and Betsy Dalrymple
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Pat Grantier
Tara Holt & Doug Prchal
Joyce Hinman
Dr. D’Arcy Honeycutt
Dr. Thomas & Katie Hutchens
Mary Ann Johnson

Thank you, Burleigh County Bookmobile Donors
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Amber served the Library Foundation as Executive Director 
since January of 2019. One of the highlights of her time with us 
was raising the funds needed for a new bookmobile. She did an 
outstanding job of writing grant requests and helped raise money 
to provide programming, enhance collections, and resources at 
the Library. We wish her well on her career at KX News. She’s 
the host and producer of the new lifestyle show Studio 701, which 
includes a weekly segment on library services! Thanks for sharing 
your time and talent with us!

Amber Schatz

Farewell to Amber Schatz
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Tom & Diane Jones
Lawrence Klemer
Christine Kujawa
Mike & Karen LaLonde
Tim & Shelli Langerud
Marvin & Barbara Masset
Thomas & Jan Mayer
George & Cheryl Mizell
Joan Nordstrom
Cynthia & Bob Norland
Carol Russell
Margaret Sitte
Dr. Charles & Joyce Volk
Sol & Sybil Wezelman

The Tale of Peter Rabbit  
($500 - $999)
Annunciation Monastery
David & Myrna Blackstead
Marla & Phil Coffin
Nikki & Wyatt Ferderer
Debra Gallagher & Greg Tschider
Richard & Marilyn Gunsch
Douglas Hagen
Dr. Kadon & Michelle Hintz
Kim & Juanita Hocking
Bea Kaiser
Edward Klecker
Drs. Jill and Peter Klemin
Carol Jean Larson
Betty Mills
Nodak Sportsmen’s Club
Annette Pickard
Jesse & Cody Sailer
Paul & Patty Sandness
Ben & Amber Schafer
Mary Jane & Dan Schmaltz
John & Cindy Schmidt
Bill & Joan Severin
Thomas Wentz

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
($100 - $499)
Randy & Paula Amelsberg
Bar Bee Carpet Cleaning
Avis Bartkowski
Dr. Thomas & Marilyn Christianson
Barb Eberle
Paul & Danna Fitterer
Michael & Diane Fladeland

Richard & Elizabeth Gross
Charles Gullicks
Margaret Gutowski
Nancy Guy & Greg Stites
Dr. Steve & Donna Hamar
Court & Arlene Hanson
Candace Hebar
Michael & Susan Hummel
Deb Igoe
Richard & Pearl Jorgenson
Katherine Lampman
Charles Miska
James & Jane Morgan
Glenn Muske
Colleen Neff
Donna Neff
Hal & Lois Neff
David & Alice Nix
Don & Kathy Nordquist
Norene Olson
Delores Pearce
David & Sarah Ripley
James & Eileen Rouse
Emily Sakariassen
Erik & Amy Sakariassen
Michael & Kim Schaff
Joan & Bill Severin
Nadeane Silbernagel
Kristi Simenson
Steve & Nancy Spilde
Ashley & Ron Steininger
Kathy Stroshane
Arla Teske
James Patrick Thomas
Karen Thompson
Vogel & Fallon
Dick Weber
Karin Marie Wentz
Joy Wezelman

Gifts for the Burleigh County 
Bookmobile
*In Memory of Harold Neff 
Donna Becker
Mary Boardman
Deborah Carpenter
Gregory & Jacqueline Dockter
Erlys McCullough Fardal
Pat Grantier
Margaret Gutowski

Douglas Hagen
Robert & Cherie Harms
Candace Hebar
Don & Dorrit Huber
Dave Jesteadt
Doug & Jill Joersz
Marilyn Johnson
Dr. Ralph & Marcia Kilzer
Jean D. King
Ilene Larson
Lisa Liken Monroe
Elizabeth Lucas
Lida Mallory
Barry & Ann Mayher
James & Jane Morgan
Wallace & Jacqueline Murphy
Colleen Neff
Donna Neff
Nancy Neff & Kevin Speltz
Gerald & Jean Newborg
Ken Nicola
Susan Nicola
Richard & Margaret Oberlander
LaVilla Opp
Theodore & Virginia Pedeliski
June & Gary Preszler
Margaret Puetz
Dean & Rhonda Reese
Yvonne Regnier
Barbara Roberts
Mariellen Sandford
Paul & Patricia Sandness
David & Kory Schauer Hagler
Mary Jane & Dan Schmaltz
Sue Sorlie
James & Gail Sperry
Pat Hill & Morris Sprenger
Jerry & Linda Suko
Karen Thompson
Sandra Tjaden
Jane Clapp Towne
Kathy & Blake VanderVorst
Karin Marie Wentz
Thomas Wentz
Joy Wezelman
Douglas & Frances Wick
Lyall & Karen Workman
Louise Zuern 
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Library Services Skyrocket 
During COVID-19
The Library has been busier than ever 

during the pandemic. They continue 
to brainstorm ways to offer services 
and programs while maintaining a safe 
environment and following recommended 
guidelines. 

When the Library temporarily closed earlier 
this year they received requests from the 
public to offer a contactless curbside pick-
up option. Given its success and patron 
interest, even after reopening, the Library 
has continued to provide this service. During 
the months of May-August, employees 
delivered material to over 3,000 vehicles!

For area youth, the Library is continuing 
outdoor and virtual story times. The virtual 
story times with Miss Sparkles have been 
well-received and appreciated by many, such 
that attendance is up by 65%. They are also 
offering virtual BARK (Bismarck Animals 
Reading with Kids) and LEGO Club, and 
kid/family-friendly “take and make” crafts. 
Families who feel safer using our virtual 
services have been taking advantage of the 
Library’s Overdrive database which provides 

thousands of eBooks and audiobooks 
available to check out and download on 
your mobile device. In fact, this service has 
been so popular during COVID-19 that use 
of children’s material has increased by over 
104%!

For adults, the Library is offering online 
book clubs, book chats on Facebook, reading 
challenges, and “take and make” crafts. The 
reading challenges have been very popular, 
especially now that the Library subscribes 
to the online reading challenge software 
Beanstack. Since the start of COVID-19, 
three reading challenges, one still in 
progress, have been offered and so far 157 
adults have participated! Adults are also 
enjoying Overdrive as an option to check 
out books without having to physically be in 
the Library. Overall usage of this service has 
increased by 26%.

To find out more about the Library’s services 
and programs throughout COVID-19, check 
their web site at www.bismarcklibrary.org 
or follow them on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/bismarcklibrary. 

Check-out is safe and simple, 
we’re happy to see our 
patrons!

The hot spot in the lot? Curbside! 
Patrons who opt for this 
contactless pick-up option zip in 
and out for their materials 

Assistance at the 
Information Desk 

Skip the line, help yourself 
at the self check-out!  

Who is that sparkled wonder!? 
It’s Miss Sparkles on her way to 
Outdoor Story Time in the parks 

Thank you to the Sol 
Wezelman Estate
Thank you to the Sol Wezelman Estate 
for remembering the Bismarck Library 
Foundation with a generous bequest of 

$25,000. This contribution will be placed in 
the Endowment Fund where it will benefit 
the Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public 
Library for years to come. Sol Wezelman 
was a patron and supporter of the Library for 
many decades and the generosity of Sol and 
the Wezelman family is much appreciated.  
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Longtime Board Members Retire

Welcome New Board
Member, Joyce Hinman 

Tara Holt has stepped down as a 
board member for the Bismarck Library 
Foundation. She shared her experience, 
expertise, and energy for 11 years. During 
her time on the board she served as Vice-
President and also as a member of our 
Development Committee. She helped 
organize many of our spring events and 
was a great resource on various campaign 
committees throughout the years. Thank you 
Tara, we will miss you!

Ed Klecker has also stepped down from 
the Bismarck Library Foundation board of 
directors after serving for 14 years. During 
his tenure, he served as President, Vice-
President, and as a member of our various 
committees. He was always ready with 
positive and encouraging words and shared 
his wit and wisdom. His involvement has 
been a true asset to the community.

Joyce Hinman has been a longtime 
supporter of the Library. She served two 
3-year terms as a Trustee of the Library Board 
and now has joined the Bismarck Library 
Foundation Board. 

She retired as the principal of Will-Moore 
Elementary School in 2012 after 41 years in 
the education system. 

Joyce is an avid reader and active library 
user. Some of her recent reads include “The 
Lives of Edie Pritchard,” by Larry Watson, 
“Faith,” by Jimmy Carter, “All the Devils Are 
Here,” by Louise Penny, and “Nothing More 
Dangerous,” by Allen Eskens.

We extend an enthusiastic welcome! Thank 
you for your willingness to serve.

Tara Holt

Ed Klecker

The Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. 
was chosen by The Bismarck Tribune 
to be the recipient of their Jeans Day 
contributions. The Foundation received 
$1,650. Thank you to all employees 
from many different businesses in 
our community that participated! You 
have helped the Bismarck Veterans 
Memorial Public Library!

Thank you to North Dakota Council 
on the Arts for giving the Library 
Foundation a $1,000 grant. The funds 
went toward the Library’s 2020 
Virtual Summer Reading Program. 
315 kids took part in the program and 

collectively read for 4,095 hours – 
wow!

Thank you to local teen Lauren 
Peterson for choosing the Library for 
her Girl Scout Gold Award Project. 
Last fall, she provided the Library with 
funds to use toward ESL (English as a 
Second Language) learning material. 
She recently donated a check for 
$304, the remaining funds from her 
project, to be used toward purchasing 
additional material for the Library’s 
collection.

During the 2020 State of the Cities 

Address, Mayor Steve Bakken shared 
information about the Library and 
thanked employees for “continuing 
to offer personal enrichment 
opportunities, a source of stress relief 
for many, during the pandemic.” We’re 
honored to help our community!

Highlighting a few businesses that 
are continuing supporters:

Basin Electric
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation

Great River Energy
MDU Resources Foundation

Otto Bremer Trust

So Much To Be Grateful For!
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The Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. Donors
The Library Foundation, Inc. gratefully acknowledges gifts from the following supporters.  

April 1, 2020 through October 31, 2020 

Novel Club Members - $500 Annually
David & Myrna Blackstead
Marla & Phil Coffin
Dakota Appraisals & Consulting
   Joe and Kathy Ibach
Nikki & Wyatt Ferderer
Mary Maichel & Gerald Guler
Lon & Dianna Kindseth
Donna Maston
Dr. George Mizell & Dr. Cheryl Huber
Joan Nordstrom
Kristi & Jack Paris
Carol Russell
Jeffrey & Laura Rust
Bill & Joan Severin
Western Steel and Plumbing

Gold Card Members - $250 Annually
Bob Bartosh
Sue Bickel
Sylvia Burgess
Betsy Dalrymple
Eileen DeKrey
Sherri Field
Carolyn Frank
Dr. Walter Frank
Debra Gallagher
Judge Benny Graff
Pat Grantier
Donna Hamar
Joyce Hinman
Michelle Hintz
Juanita Hocking
Chuck Iten
Cindy K. Kavlie
Rita Kelly
Christine Kujawa
Mary Maichel Guler
Sheryl Maier
Cynthia Norland
Kirk Pandolfo
Petro Hunt, LLC
Helen Risen
Kathleen Risch
John Sagsveen
Jesse Sailer
John Sakariassen
Kim Schaff
Don Schmid
Dr. Nowarat Songsiridej
Sue Sorlie
Debbie Traynor
Curt Walth
Susan Wefald

Ben Franklin 100 Club Members 
Gladys Bain
Baird Law
Bob & Debra Bartosh

Fay & Gerald Behm
BNI Energy
Nancy Brandvik
Ken Breene
Anita Casey-Reed
Dr. Thomas & Marilyn Christianson
Jim Christianson
Faye & Lynn Connell
Terry & Janice Daffinrud
Mike & Shawn Deisz
Beth & Keith Demke
Dr. Stan & Peggy Diede
Susan Dingle
Dr. John & Janet Doerner
Michael & Dianne Fladeland
Marilyn Foss
Doug & Vicky Friez
Conrad & Beverly Hillman
Dr. James & Elizabeth Hughes
George & Janet Jury
M. Peggy Kaldahl
John & Carol Kapsner
Jean D. King
Ed Klecker
Cathy & Terry Kristensen
Elizabeth Lucas
Steve Mayer
Thomas & Jan Mayer
James & Kay Miller
Brent Montgomery
Glenn & Debbie Muske
NoDak Sportsmen’s Club
Norene Olson
Delores Pearce
R & S Investment Group, Inc.
David & Sarah Ripley
Eugene & Paula Roach
Dr. Ben & Diane Roller
James & Eileen Rouse
Dr. Wayne & Mary Jane Sanstead
Amber Schatz
Tyler & Amber Schmalz
Laura Schmidt-Dockter
Mike & Kathy Schneider
Jan Schultz
Seifert Electric
Larry Skogen
Irvin & Marsha Smith
Paul & Colette Sukut
Dr. Wayne & Lois Swenson
Sandy Tabor
Duane & Sylvia Ternes
Harlan & Kathryn Ternes
Arla R. Teske
Thomas & Sharon Tudor
The Honorable Gerald W. Vandewalle
Alan Wanek
Kurt & Patricia Weinberg
Luke Weinberg
Don & Peggy Weisz

Joy Wezelman
Bill & Trish Whalen
Dr. Peter & Jane White
Timothy & Michelle Wiedrich
Robert E. Wood
Mark Zimmerman

General Fund Donations
Fred Anstrom
Jane Beauclair
Bismarck Tribune Jeans Day
Dr. Thomas & Marilyn Christianson
David & Cathy Bliss
Bill & Dina Butcher
Great River Energy
Dr. Thomas & Katie Hutchens
Cathy Langemo
Irene Linseth
George & Cheryl Mizell
Gene & Jackie Murphy
Saralee Sloven
Peter & Gail Soderberg

Memorials to the Endowment Fund
In Memory of Jo Bugge
	 Cynthia & Bob Norland
In Memory of Dale Kraft
	 Sharolie Jansen
In Memory of Jim Meisner

Dennis & Rhonda Gowen
Tom & Diane Jones
Delores Meisner
Earl & Karen Petersen
John Sakaraissen
Verdun & Jacque Schauer
Daniel & Jane Schreck
Sue Sorlie
William & Marilyn Strutz

In Memory of Richard Weber
	 John Sakariassen
In Memory of Sol Wezelman
	 Mort & Shelly Bank	
	 Paul Bruce	
	 Linda Gorseth
	 Linda Juhala
	 Dr. Brenda & John Miller
	 John Sakariassen
	 Saralee Sloven
	 Gerald W. VandeWalle
	
Grants
MDU Resources Foundation
ND Council on the Arts

Special Purpose Gifts
Prairie Rose Lions Club
Sue Sorlie
Pam and Jim Vukelic
	 In Honor of Sue Sorlie
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The Limited Edition is published twice per year 
by the Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. This 
newsletter is mailed or emailed to all donors and 
others interested in the continued growth and 
enhancement of Library services. If you would like 
to be added to the mailing list, please email the 
Foundation at libraryfoundation@bismarcklibrary.
org or call 355-1494.

Who’s Who
Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. 
Board of Directors
President .............................................Michelle Hintz

Vice President.................................Nikki Ferderer

Secretary............................................... Kristi Paris

Treasurer .............................................William Pearce

Friends Rep. ..................................... Elizabeth Jacobs

Library Board Rep. ................... Bob Bartosh

Directors

Executive Director........................vacant

Office Manager................................. Kristi Simenson

Library Board of Directors
Bob Bartosh, President
Mike LaLonde, Vice President
Mike Fladeland
Dianna Kindseth
Sue Sorlie

Library Director...............................Christine Kujawa

Library Assistant Director....Elizabeth Jacobs

Sign up to have your  
newsletter emailed!

If you would prefer to have your  
newsletter emailed to you, please  

send your email address to  
ksimenson@bismarcklibrary.org

Find out what’s happening at the Library and the Library 
Foundation. Like us on Facebook at the following pages: 

•	 Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library 

•	 Teen Center at Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library 

•	 Miss Sparkles at Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library 

LIKE Bismarck Veterans Memorial  
Public Library on Facebook

The Bismarck Library 
Foundation, Inc., offers several 
different ways to support the 
Library. All memberships 
are tax deductible. Use the 
membership envelope inserted 
in this newsletter and start your 
legacy of Library support. To 

view our membership perks, 
visit bismarcklibrary.org, click 
on Support the Library, then 
Library Foundation. Help the 
Bismarck Veterans Memorial 
Public Library remain an 
amazing place to read, study, 
learn, and grow!

Support your community by 
supporting the Library!

Carolyn Frank
Joyce Hinman
Justin Hughes
Dr. Jill Klemin
Mike LaLonde
Thomas Mayer
Kathy Nordquist

Cynthia Norland
Carol Russell
Jesse Sailer
Patty Sandness
Michael Schaff
Joan Severin
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